Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

October 16 –Twenty-Ninth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Stephen Panik
Thomas Antonaccio
For the People of St. Francis
Rino Del Carro
Nevio Viscovich
Anna Viscovich
Vincent Marino
Maxine Marino

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

October 17 – St. Ignatius of Antioch
Phyllis Abela

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

October 18-Saint Luke, Evangelist
William Flynn

WEDNESDAY, October 19 – St. John Brebeuf and
Isaac Jogues
9:00 A.M.
Jeanette Angela Demeter
THURSDAY, October 20– Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Anthony Glavin
FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

October 21 – Weekday
Matthew C. Karcic Family

SATURDAY, October 22 – Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
The D’Ercole Family
Richard Kennedy
5:00 P.M.

Dominick Borgia

SUNDAY,

October 23- Thirtieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
For the People of St. Francis
Saverio Giordano
Eric Saldarriaga
Rino Del Carro
Jorge Torres
Robert F. Caamano

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Today’s Readings
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exodus 17:8-13
2 Timothy 4:14-4:2
Luke 18:1-8

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

Ephesians 2-1-10
Luke 12:13-21

TUESDAY:

2 Timothy 4:10-17b
Luke 10:1-9

WEDNESDAY:

Ephesians 3:2-12
Luke 12:39-48

THURSDAY:

Ephesians 3:14-21
Luke 12:49-53

FRIDAY:

Ephesians 4:1-6
Luke 12:54-59

SATURDAY:

Ephesians 4:7-16
Luke 13:1-9

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

My Dear Parishioners,
In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus encouraging his disciples to pray without ceasing. Can this be
done? Is Jesus asking the impossible? Our faith tells us this could not be the case, since Jesus would
never give us a task we could not fulfill. His point is that we must never give up our reliance on
God, and we express this in prayer – unceasingly.
There is so much for which we need to pray. Evidence of this is all around us. There are people who
are starving and those who are homeless. You don’t have to go very far to find them. We also are
faced with the fears of terrorism, global warming, and violence on our streets and in the workplace,
sickness, disease and list goes on, just to name a few. Then, each of us has our own concerns and
needs. There is only one way to address all of these things, and that is through the Lord. But we
cannot ask the Lord once and forget about it. We must persist in our prayer. Jesus compares the
woman who seeks justice to us: we must continuously seek the help of the Lord. God is patient and
loving and never tires of hearing our prayers. Yet, sometimes, we give up and allow ourselves to be
defeated. We want answers to our prayers and we want them now! At times, however, it is difficult
to pray, especially when our prayer seems to be futile. Frustration may tempt us to abandon our
efforts at prayer. This is especially true when it seems like nothing is happening, and God does not
even appear to be acknowledging our prayers. Perhaps, we may have to consider that God has other
plans for us, or maybe we are unwilling to listen to the prompting of the Holy Spirit in our lives
and see that God is answering us in some unexpected way. How we are to follow Jesus is not always
clear, and it may not be the route we want to take, but we need to persist and pray for guidance.
A good example of unceasing prayer is found in our first reading. Joshua was winning the battle as
long as Moses’ hands were upraised. This was obviously very difficult to sustain without help. As
soon as his arms were lowered, Amalek got the better part of the battle. Seeing that he needed help,
Aron and Hur supported Moses’ arms. As this happened, Joshua was able to defeat Amalek. Does
someone support us in our prayer? Of course, the Lord does. He supports us by hearing and responding to our prayers.
In our second reading today, we are encouraged to be faithful to what we have learned and what we
believe. It is not always easy to do this. At times, despair can fill one’s heart with doubt, wondering
if the Lord is there to answer our prayers. However, this is where our faith must remind us that the
Lord is present and that God does help us in our time of need. It is in our most difficult times that we
need to remain faithful to God’s word. We need to be persistent, even if we are exhausted, God will
help us to hold up our hands in order to get the better part of our struggles.
There are many reasons to pray, so we must pray unceasingly to the Lord for our needs. We must be
persistent in our prayer and also realize that the Lord does hear us. After all, it is the Lord God who
made the heavens and the earth. Would not our powerful God, who is the Author of life itself, want
to help us in our daily lives here on earth?

All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Tuesday October 18, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Luke, The Evangelist
Luke wrote one of the major portions of the New Testament, a two-volume work comprising the
third Gospel and Acts of the Apostles. In the two books he shows the parallel between the life of
Christ and that of the Church. He is the only Gentile Christian among the Gospel writers. Tradition
holds him to be a native of Antioch, and Paul calls him “our beloved physician.” His Gospel was
probably written between 70 and 85 A.D.
Luke appears in Acts during Paul’s second journey, remains at Philippi for several years until Paul
returns from his third journey, accompanies Paul to Jerusalem, and remains near him when he is
imprisoned in Caesarea. During these two years, Luke had time to seek information and interview
persons who had known Jesus. He accompanied Paul on the dangerous journey to Rome where he
was a faithful companion.
Luke’s unique character may best be seen by the emphases of his Gospel, which has been given a
number of subtitles:
1) The Gospel of Mercy
2) The Gospel of Universal Salvation
3) The Gospel of the Poor
4) The Gospel of Absolute Renunciation
5) The Gospel of Prayer and the Holy Spirit
6) The Gospel of Joy
Luke wrote as a Gentile for Gentile Christians. His Gospel and Acts of the Apostles reveal his
expertise in classic Greek style as well as his knowledge of Jewish sources. There is a warmth to
Luke’s writing that sets it apart from that of the other synoptic Gospels, and yet it beautifully
complements those works. The treasure of the Scriptures is a true gift of the Holy Spirit to the
Church. Influenced by the religious aesthetic of Rome he painted the likeness of Jesus and
established the canonical precedent for Christian religious art. Catholic art exploded over the next
several centuries and St. Luke became the patron saint of artists and painters.

Monday October 17, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Ignatius of Antioch
Born in Syria, Ignatius converted to Christianity
and eventually became bishop of Antioch. In
the year 107, Emperor Trajan visited Antioch
and forced the Christians there to choose
between death and apostasy. Ignatius would
not deny Christ and thus was condemned to
be put to death in Rome.
Ignatius is well known for the seven letters he
wrote on the long journey from Antioch to
Rome. Five of these letters are to churches in
Asia Minor; they urge the Christians there to
remain faithful to God and to obey their
superiors. He warns them against heretical
doctrines, providing them with the solid truths
of the Christian faith.
The sixth letter was to Polycarp, bishop of
Smyrna, who was later martyred for the faith.
The final letter begs the Christians in Rome not
to try to stop his martyrdom. “The only thing I
ask of you is to allow me to offer the libation of
my blood to God. I am the wheat of the Lord;
may I be ground by the teeth of the beasts to
become the immaculate bread of Christ.”
Ignatius bravely met the lions in the Circus
Maximus.
Ignatius’ great concern was for the unity and
order of the Church. Even greater was his willingness to suffer martyrdom rather than deny
Christ. He did not draw attention to his own
suffering, but to the love of God which
strengthened him. He knew the price of commitment and would not deny Christ, even to
save his own life.

Wednesday October 19, 2022
Sts. John de Brebeuf, Isaac Jogues &
Companions
Isaac Jogues and his companions were the first
martyrs of the North American continent
officially recognized by the Church. As a young
Jesuit, Isaac Jogues taught literature in France.
He gave up that career to work among the
Huron Indians. In 1636, he and his companions,
under the leadership of Jean de Brébeuf, arrived
in Quebec.. Father Jogues was captured by the
Iroquois and imprisoned for 13 months. He and
his companions tortured. An unexpected chance
for escape came to Isaac Jogues and he
returned to France, bearing the marks of his
sufferings. Several fingers had been cut,
chewed, or burnt off. Pope Urban VIII gave him
permission to offer Mass with his mutilated
hands. In 1646, he and Jean de Lalande set out
for Iroquois country. They were captured by a
Mohawk war party, and on October 18, Father
Jogues was tomahawked and beheaded. Jean
de Lalande was killed the next day. The first of
the Jesuit missionaries to be martyred was René
Goupil. He was tortured along with Isaac Jogues
in 1642, and was tomahawked for having made
the sign of the cross on the brow of some
children. Father Anthony Daniel was killed by
Iroquois on July 4, 1648. His body was thrown
into his chapel. Jean de Brébeuf was a French
Jesuit who came to Canada at the age of 32.
Although medicine men blamed the Jesuits for
a smallpox epidemic, Jean remained with them.
He saw 7,000 converted before his death in
1649. Having been captured by the Iroquois,
Father Brébeuf died after four hours of extreme
torture. Gabriel Lalemant was horribly tortured
to death along with Father Brébeuf. Father
Charles Garnier was shot to death in 1649 as he
baptized children and catechumens during an
Iroquois attack. Father Noel Chabanel also was
killed in 1649. He had made a vow to remain in
his mission until death. These eight Jesuit
martyrs of North America were canonized in
1930.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
John Ross, , Steven Joyce, Judy Hanley-Brickner,
John Wrenn, Tracey Brickner,
Augustin Cisneros, Monica Leiter,
James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,
Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez,
Shelia Sullivan and Fr. Emilio J. Salerno.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,

Twenty-Seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time
October 16, 2022
“Pray always and
do not to lose heart”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

St. Francis of Assisi
Bereavement Support
Group
FOCUS:
If you or someone you know are mourning the
death of a loved one and are having a hard time
coping with daily events, you may find some
comfort by attending our meetings.
We meet in the Meeting Room located down the
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at
21-17 45th Street on Wednesday evenings
at 7:00PM.
Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need
more information.

Persist in prayer.
Today’s readings invite us to reflect on our
gratitude for what God has done for us,
particularly through Christ.
It begins with acknowledging that it is the
Lord who has acted on our behalf. Such
recognition can in turn lead us to a greater
appreciation for God’s greatness, to a
deeper faith, and to true worship.
.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
SCRIPTURE STUDY
Jesus prayed: “I pray that they all may be
one. Father! May they be in Us, just as
You are in Me and I am in You.”
John 17:21

THE GOSPEL ACCORING TO MARK

Join us on Thursday, October 20th at
7:20—8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the
Rectory. The study this week will focus on
Mark 9:33-50, Transfiguration-New
Perceptions and Mark 10-Return to
the Beginning.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted
using the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please
contact us through our email at
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed. Jesus calls us
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

All Are Welcome!
Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time,
talent and treasure. As a faith-filled
community, we are committed to minister
to the spiritual, educational and material
needs of all people.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 10/1-10/22
$4,044.00
Second Collection-Hurricane Relief $931.00
School parents must use church envelopes.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church

Next weekend, October 22nd and 23rd,
the second collection will be for
World Mission Sunday.
World Mission Sunday is the Holy
Father’s annual appeal for the spiritual
and financial support so that the
life-giving work of overseas missions and
missionaries can continue.
Thank you for your continued generosity.

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

THANK YOU to all who have contributed
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).
Your generosity and support are greatly
appreciated
Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged
$38,153 and paid $34, 481.
Please remember to put your
All Souls’ Day envelopes in any
collection before November 2, 2022.
Envelopes are available at
the doors of the church.
Thank you.

If you have not donated to the appeal,
please prayerfully consider what you can
contribute to help us reach our goal. The
appeal ends in December, but it would be
nice to have reached our goal before that
time.
Thank you again for your support.

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?
Then use your voice to praise the Lord!
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir.
We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm
in the choir loft in church.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973
SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM
DETAILS TO FOLLOW
Please contact
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com
or
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com
If you have any questions or concerns.

Do you know someone who
has a problem with drugs
AND WANTS TO STOP USING?
The Corona Self Help Center Inc.

“FREE SERVICES

CALL US WE ARE HERE TO HELP
Grupo Rincon de la Vida”
33-19 101 Street, Corona, NY 11368
Www.daamerica.org
(718) 458-0108

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

October 16-October 22

October 23-October 29

Sunday, October 16
9:30AM-Pre-Communion Mass
NO Children’s Liturgy
10:30AM-Noon CCD

Monday, October 17
12:00-3:30 Golden Age
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir
7:00PM Adult Choir

Tuesday, October 18
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, October 19
7:00PM-Bereavement Group

Thursday, October 20

10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
6:00PM-I.A.C.A.
7:00OM Confirmation Parent Meeting
7:30PM-Scripture Study

Friday, October 21

Trunk or Treat in the School Yard
Halloween Dance Grades 6—8

Saturday, October 22

Sunday, October 23
World Mission Sunday
9:30AM-Pre-Confirmation Mass
NO Children’s Liturgy
10:30AM-Noon CCD

Monday, October 24
12:00-3:30 Golden Age
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir
7:00PM Adult Choir

Tuesday, October 25
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, October 26
7:00PM-Bereavement Group

Thursday, October 27
10:00-11:30AM Legion of Mary
6:00PM-I.A.C.A.
7:30PM-Scripture Study

Friday, October 28
Saturday, October 29

