
 
SUNDAY,       October 23 –Thirtieth Sunday in                        
                               Ordinary Time                                             
8:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
9:30 A.M.       Saverio Giordano 
11:00 A.M.     Eric Saldarriaga 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                       Jorge Torres 
                       Robert F. Caamano 
                                           
                                                                                                                                                                    
MONDAY,      October 24 – Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        Tom Antonaccio      
 
TUESDAY,      October 25-Weekday                                                   
9:00 A.M.        Michael Marchessella 
 
WEDNESDAY, October 26 – Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        Joie Eiaw 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    October 27– Weekday                                                                                                                                                                                        
9:00 A.M.         Sally Gaudosi  
 
FRIDAY,           October 28 – Saints Simon & Jude                                              
9:00 A.M.         The Purich Family 

  
SATURDAY,    October 29 – Weekday                                       
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Lucy Bova 
                        Claire McKenna 
                                                                       
5:00 P.M.       William Thompson 
 
SUNDAY,         October 30- Thirty-First Sunday                           
                                                       in Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        Phyllis Abela 

9:30 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.      Pietro Moniaci 
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                        Mary Bonniello 
                 
                         
    
                       

Mass Intention 

Thirtieth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
         
                      Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18 
                      2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
         Luke 18:9-14  
                                        
 
    

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Ephesians 4:32-5:8 
                                    Luke 13:10-17 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Ephesians 5:21-33                                   
   Luke 13:18-21 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Ephesians 6:1-9 
                                    Luke 13:22-30 
    
THURSDAY:  Ephesians 6:10-20 
              Luke 13:31-35                                            
 
FRIDAY:  Ephesians 2:19-22 
   Luke 6:12-16                                             
    
SATURDAY:               Philippians 1:18b-26 
                   Luke 14:, 7-11 
 
 
 

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   
        Wisdom 1:22-12:2 
                     2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 
        Luke 19:1-10  



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today’s Gospel we hear that the Pharisee and the tax collector were both standing before God, each 
expressing his own truth. On one level, the Pharisee is correct in his self-analysis; by all standards 
he is a good and faithful Jew. 
 
Yet, his relationship with God seems based on rewards and punishments. His prayer sounds more 
like a monologue than a heartfelt plea. He approaches the Lord like a businessperson asserting rights 
and expectations. The center of his life is his ego and not his God. Even his comparison with the tax 
collector is geared to bolstering his superiority. He has failed to understand the most basic rule of 
Judaism: You shall love the Lord, your God, with your whole heart, and with your whole being, and 
with your whole strength (Dt. 6:5). 
 
The tax collector, on the other hand, is a sinner in the eyes of others and in his own estimation.    
Living on the fringes of Jewish society, many see him as a thief and a collaborator. His         
acknowledgement of his sinfulness stands in marked contrast with the self-centered superiority       
of the Pharisee. 
 
The tax collector recognizes the basic truth that we cannot earn our way to heaven. We depend     
totally on God’s free gift of grace. God owes us nothing, yet he gives us everything. If only self-help 
programs could help us embrace that truth: No matter how successful we are in this life, when it 
comes to eternal life, we depend totally on God. Paul the Apostle knew this early on, but came to a 
deeper understanding as he grew older. As we heard in today’s reading, he knew everything,         
including his achievements, came from God. He writes, The Lord stood by me and gave me strength. 
 
To think that we can save ourselves or enter into eternal life through our own endeavors is to delude 
ourselves. Instead, we must face the truth of our human weakness and in that honest moment make 
room for God in our lives. This is the real truth that will set us free! 
 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

Friday October 28, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saints Simon & Jude 

Jude is so named by Luke and Acts. Matthew and Mark call him Thaddeus. He is not mentioned   

elsewhere in the Gospels, except of course where all the apostles are mentioned. Scholars hold that 

he is not the author of the Letter of Jude. Actually, Jude had the same name as Judas Iscariot.         

Evidently because of the disgrace of that name, it was shortened to “Jude” in English. 

Simon is mentioned on all four lists of the apostles. On two of them he is called “the Zealot.” The 

Zealots were a Jewish sect that represented an extreme of Jewish nationalism. For them, the        

messianic promise of the Old Testament meant that the Jews were to be a free and independent   

nation. God alone was their king, and any payment of taxes to the Romans—the very domination of 

the Romans—was a blasphemy against God. No doubt some of the Zealots were the spiritual heirs 

of the Maccabees, carrying on their ideals of religion and independence. But many were the      

counterparts of modern terrorists. They raided and killed, attacking both foreigners and 

“collaborating” Jews. They were chiefly responsible for the rebellion against Rome which ended in 

the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 

As in the case of all the apostles except for Peter, James and John, we are faced with men who are 

really unknown, and we are struck by the fact that their holiness is simply taken to be a gift of Christ. 

He chose some unlikely people: a former Zealot, a former (crooked) tax collector, an impetuous    

fisherman, two “sons of thunder,” and a man named Judas Iscariot. 

It is a reminder that we cannot receive too often. Holiness does not depend on human merit, culture, 

personality, effort, or achievement. It is entirely God’s creation and gift. God needs no Zealots to 

bring about the kingdom by force. Jude, like all the saints, is the saint of the impossible: Only God 

can create his divine life in human beings. And God wills to do so, for all of us. 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

John Ross, , Steven Joyce, Judy Hanley-Brickner, 
John Wrenn, Augustin Cisneros,  Monica Leiter,                  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,           
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  

Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           

Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez,                                   

Shelia Sullivan and Fr. Emilio J. Salerno. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Thirtieth Sunday                               
in Ordinary Time 
October 23, 2022 

 

       “All who humble themselves 
               will be exhaulted”                         
                 

          Consider a  vocation as a priest,      
                         deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

 

FOCUS: 
 

In prayer, we turn to God with all            
our needs. 

  
The Lord hears the cry of the lowly and         

oppressed and the tax collector who share the 
virtue of humility.  He knows no favorites, but 
hears those who admit their need for His mercy 

and redemption.  When we pray, it is not to    
exalt ourselves but to humble ourselves and 

place ourselves in His hands.    
                 .   

ALTAR BREAD  

 

In Loving Memory of 
Anita Rudan 
Requested by: 

John & Sandra   
Sucich 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
In Loving Memory of 

Anne & William  
Thompson     

Requested by: 

The Thompson Family 

 

 
  
 

 

Memorials for the Week  
of   

October 23, 2022 

 
 

Please be mindful that there are    
people who come to church early      

in order to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
   

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 
Jesus prayed: “I pray that they all may be 

one.  Father!  May they be in Us, just as 
You are in Me and I am in You.” 

John 17:21 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCORING TO MARK 
 
 

Join us on Thursday, October 27th at  
7:20—8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the  
Rectory.  The study this week will focus on           

 Mark 11,  Jesus and the Temple 
Authorities-New Understanding of Power 

and Mark 12-Jesus as Wisdom in the Temple. 
   

 

The Gospel readings and study will be conducted 
using the Little Rock Scripture program.                         

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group  
or would like further information, please        

contact us through our email at                                    
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 
 

All Are Welcome!  
 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed.  Jesus calls us 
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 
What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 
the courage to live each day. 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 
Sunday Collection 10/15-10/16              $4,438.00 
    

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

2023 Mass Book 
 

The 2023 mass Book will be opened on 
Tuesday, October 25, 2022 at 10:0AM. 
Please note that if you arrive early, you   

will have to wait until 10:00AM. 
 

In order to accommodate the many requests 
for Masses, please note the following: 

 
 Each family will only be able to reserve 

three (3) Masses on that day. 
 
 All Masses with the exception of the 

9:00AM Saturday morning Mass and the 
12:30PM Mass on Sunday are single    
intention Masses. 

 
 No Masses will be taken over the phone 

and no lists will be accepted for pick up 
later. 

 
 Please have alternate dates ready in case 

your first choice is taken. 
 
 Please PRINT the names clearly so the 

process will move along smoothly. 
  

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Altar Wine,     
Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles)          

are $60.00 each 
Altar Flowers are $75.00.     

  
I thank you in advance for your cooperation 

and understanding in this matter 
 

Msgr. Maresca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed 
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).   
Your generosity and support are greatly     

appreciated 
 

Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged 
$38,153 and paid $34, 481.  

 

 If you  have not donated to the appeal, 
please prayerfully consider what you can 
contribute to help us reach our goal.  The 
appeal ends in December, but it would be 
nice to have reached our goal before that 

time. 
 

Thank you again for your support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember to put your  
All Souls’ Day envelopes in any             

collection before November 2, 2022. 
Envelopes are available at  
the doors of the church. 

Thank you.      



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 
 

Then use your voice to praise the Lord! 
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir. 

We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm 
in the choir loft in church. 

 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Do you know someone who                     
has a problem with drugs 

AND WANTS TO STOP USING? 
The Corona Self Help Center Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“FREE SERVICES 
CALL US WE ARE HERE TO HELP 

Grupo Rincon de la Vida” 
33-19 101 Street, Corona, NY  11368 

Www.daamerica.org 
(718) 458-0108 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 Please contact  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

If you have any questions or concerns. 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

October 23-October 29 
 
 

Sunday, October 23 
World Mission Sunday 
9:30AM-Pre-Confirmation Mass  
9:30AM Children’s Liturgy 
10:30AM-Noon CCD 
 

Monday, October 24 
12:00-3:30 Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, October 25 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, October 26 
7:00PM-Bereavement Group 
 

Thursday, October 27 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
6:00PM-I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM-Scripture Study 
 

Friday, October 28 

 

Saturday, October 29 

 

October 30-November 5 
 
 

Sunday, October 30 
1:30 Baptism  
NO Children’s Liturgy 
10:30AM-Noon CCD 
 

Monday, October 31 
12:00-3:30 Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, November 1 
All Saints’ Day 
9:00AM Mass 
11:00AM Mass 
7:30PM Mass 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 2 
All Souls’ Day 
9:00AM Mass 
7:30PM Mass 
 

Thursday, November 3 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
6:00PM-I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM-Scripture Study 
 

Friday, November 4 

 

Saturday, November 5 
 

  

1st Time: 
 

Emily Asaro 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Astoria, NY 
 

And 
 

Edwin Pagan 
Most Precious Blood   

Astoria, NY 



The Coaches Corner 
 
 
 
 

A weekly recap of our CYO 

sports teams. 

The Subnovice Division Wildcats continue sharpening their skills, as they learn to work as a unified 
team.  They faced Holy Child Jesus on Saturday (10/15) and finished with an impressive win, 9-1. 
On Sunday (10/16), the Wildcats had a match against St. Francis de Sales.  During the 1st half, the   
Wildcats were down 4-0.  With great resilience, the team did not give up.  In the 2nd half, the     
Wildcats pushed forward and scored 3 goals.  Patrick Hughes and Isabelle Carvalho did a              
phenomenal job getting the ball up to their teammates. Unfortunately, the final score was 4-3. 

The Wildcat Mites played a strong game against a tough team, St. Andrews. The final score was 4-2.   

SFA Bantam lost 0-1 to Blessed Trinity on Saturday.  

 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Bereavement Support 

Group 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you or someone you know are mourning the 
death of a loved one and are having a hard time 
coping with daily events, you may find some   

comfort by attending our meetings. 
 

We meet in the Meeting Room located down the 
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at  
21-17 45th Street on Wednesday evenings             

at 7:00PM. 
 

Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at      
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need    

more information.  

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 








