
 
SUNDAY,       October 30 –Thirty-First Sunday in                        
                               Ordinary Time                                             
8:00 A.M.       Phyllis Abela 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Pietro Maniaci 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                       Mary Bonniello 
                                                                                                                                                                       
MONDAY,      October 31 – Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        John Kos      
 
TUESDAY,      November 1-All Saints’ Day                                                   
9:00 A.M.        Michael Marchessella 
11:00A.M.       Claire McKenna 
7:30P.M.         Betty McCormack 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 2 – All Souls’ Day 
9:00 A.M.        Dr. Arthur Gualtieri 
7:30P.M.         All Souls’ Remembrance Mass 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    November 3– Weekday                                                                                                                                                                                        
9:00 A.M.         Mark Martin O’Neill  
 
FRIDAY,           November 4 – Saint Charles Borromeo                                              
9:00 A.M.         The Cicolini Family 

  
SATURDAY,    November 5 – Weekday                                       
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                       Ann Cassan 
                       Margaret McCarthy                                                                     
5:00 P.M.       Ralph Borgia 
 
SUNDAY,         November 6- Thirty-Second Sunday                           
                                                       in Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        Joseph Cseri 
9:30 A.M.        Anna Cambrareri 
11:00 A.M.      For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                       Carmela Cicconetti 
                       Ricardo Cicconetti 
                       Nicola Zulli 
                       Adelina Sarchese 
                       Antonio Sarchese  
                       Giuseppe Saracini 
                       Andrea Mastrocola 

Mass Intention 

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
         
                      2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14 
                      2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5 
         Luke 20:27-38  
                         
 
    

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Titus 1:1-9 
                                    Luke 17:1-6 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Titus 2:1-8. 11-14                                   
   Luke 17:7-10 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 
                                    1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17 
                                    John 2:13-22 
    
THURSDAY:  Philemon 7-20 
              Luke 17:20-25                                            
 
FRIDAY:  2 John 4-9 
   Luke 17:26-37                                             
    
SATURDAY:               3 John 5-8 
                   Luke 18:1-8 
 
 
 

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   
        Malachi 3:19-20a 
                     2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
        Luke 21:5-19  



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
The Gospels are filled with stories that should give us sinners consolation and hope. Je-
sus forgave Peter even after he denied Christ. Jesus did not condemn the adulterous 

woman. He forgave the repentant thief. Jesus told powerful parables about a prodigal 
son, one lost sheep and a widow’s lost coin. He ate with sinners and preached of God’s 
love.  

 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus seeks out the tree-climbing, tax collecting Zacchaeus and      

announces that he would be staying at his home. Like so many others who had            
encountered Jesus, Zacchaeus is forgiven and then reforms. He makes restitution for  
his crooked dealings, and gives half of his possessions to the poor. Jesus announces  

that salvation has come to Zacchaeus and his house. Indeed, Jesus had come to seek 
and to save what was lost. 
 

Jesus not only forgave sinners, he came to restore the sinner into the life of the             
community. He imbued them with such grace that they were, once again, in right         

relationship with God. He spoke to them of the love of the Father, and of his enduring 
mercy. Each person was changed; they praised God, told others and became witnesses  
to Christ’s power and authority. 

 
Two thousand years later, we are still the beneficiaries of Jesus’ salvific death and      

resurrection. Through Word and sacrament, we receive Jesus’ saving grace. Through   
the sacraments of baptism and reconciliation, our sins are forgiven. How are we 
changed? What resolutions do we make to sin no more? What patterns of behavior do  

we need to address? How can we improve our prayer lives, our spending habits, our 
words and our actions to live more in harmony with the Gospels and to be found       
worthy of his calling? 

 
Moreover, what have we learned as recipients of God’s lavish, repeated forgiveness? Are 

we more forgiving? Are we more tolerant of another’s mistakes? Do we reach out with 
mercy toward those who have hurt us? 
 

Let us resolve to be grateful for God’s gracious mercy, and to share that compassion and 
mercy with a world in need of it. 
 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

November 1
st 

is All Saints’ Day! 
 

This solemnity is a day that we honor all the saints - 
known and unknown. 

 

Mass Schedule  
9:00AM 
11:00AM 
7:30PM 

 
To celebrate All Saints’ Day, please join us in praying this prayer: 

 

Dear Father, 

You have given the saints in heaven eternal happiness and they 
now live in the fullness of your glory. Because of their holy love 
for you, they also care about me and my family, my friends, my 

church, and my neighbors. Thank you for the gift of their 
friendship and the witness of their holy lives. I ask our patron 
saints and every saint who has become especially dear to me to 

intercede for us. I ask them to help us journey safely on the    
narrow path that leads to heaven. O Lord, give us their          

protection. Grant us their assistance in overcoming temptation 
and gaining the fullness of life with you.    Amen.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November 2
nd

 is All Souls’ Day! 
 

This is a day of commemoration of all the faithful departed! 
We will have an evening Mass at 7:30PM to remember all our 

beloved deceased, especially those who have died this past year. 
 
 

To celebrate All Souls’ Day, please join us in prayer: 
 

 
Merciful Father, hear our prayer and console us.  As we renew 

our faith in Your Son, whom You raised from the dead,   
strengthen our hope that all our departed brothers and sisters 
will share in His Resurrection, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  May they rest in peace.   

 
Amen.  

 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

John Ross,  Steven Joyce, Judy Hanley-Brickner, 
John Wrenn, Augustin Cisneros,  Monica Leiter,                  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,           
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  

Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           

Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez,                                    

and Fr. Emilio J. Salerno. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Thirty-First Sunday                               
in Ordinary Time 
October 30, 2022 

 

    “The Son of Man came to seek 
          out and to save the lost”                         
                 

          Consider a  vocation as a priest,      
                         deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS: 
 

Receive the Lord with joy and be  
ready for change. 

  
Zacchaeus was not looking for a miracle; he just 
wanted to see Jesus.  When Jesus called him be 
came down quickly with great joy.  When Jesus 
calls us, do we come quickly or do we hesitate? 
Jesus comes to us in the Eucharist.  As Zacchae-
us did, we ought to receive Him with great joy.  
For Zacchaeus received Jesus and was changed 

by the encounter.  We, too, are meant to be 
transformed, for the sake of the world.    

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

Saturday, November 5, 2022, the 9:00am 
Mass will be  an anointing Mass.  All those who 
wish to receive the Sacrament of the Sick are     

asked to participate in this Mass. 
All are invited to join us in prayer as we     

remember to pray for all those who are in need 
of God’s healing power. 

2nd Time: 
 

Emily Asaro 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Astoria, NY 
 

And 
 

Edwin Pagan 
St. Francis of Assisi   

Astoria, NY 

 



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
   

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 
Jesus prayed: “I pray that they all may be 

one.  Father!  May they be in Us, just as 
You are in Me and I am in You.” 

John 17:21 
 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCORING TO MARK 
 
 

Join us on Thursday, November 3rd at  
7:20—8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the  
Rectory.  The study this week will focus on           

 Mark 13,  Jesus as Prophet in the Temple 
and Mark 14, The Passion Narrative. 

   

 

The Gospel readings and study will be conducted 
using the Little Rock Scripture program.                         

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group  
or would like further information, please        

contact us through our email at                                    
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 
 

All Are Welcome!  

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed.  Jesus calls us 
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 
What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 
the courage to live each day. 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 
Sunday Collection 10/22-10/23              $5,097.00 
   2nd Collection-World Mission Sunday  $831.00 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

2023 Mass Book 
 

The 2023 Mass Book is  now open. 
   

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Altar Wine,     
Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles)          

are $60.00 each 
Altar Flowers are $75.00.     

Thank you. 
 

 Msgr. Maresca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed 
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).   
Your generosity and support are greatly     

appreciated 
 

Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged 
$38,153 and paid $34, 481.  

 

 If you  have not donated to the appeal, 
please prayerfully consider what you can 
contribute to help us reach our goal.  The 
appeal ends in December, but it would be 
nice to have reached our goal before that 

time. 
 

Thank you again for your support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember to put your  
All Souls’ Day envelopes in any             

collection before November 2, 2022. 
Envelopes are available at  
the doors of the church. 

Thank you.      

 
 

We will soon “fall back” as Daylight Savings 
Time officially ends on Sunday, November 6th 

at 2:00AM. 
 

Remember to turn you clocks back on     
Saturday night, November 5th. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next weekend, November 5th and 6th, the        
second  collection with be for               

Military Services. 
Please be as generous as your means    

allow. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 
 

Then use your voice to praise the Lord! 
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir. 

We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm 
in the choir loft in church. 

 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 Please contact  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

If you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Charity Drive 

 
On the weekend of November 5-6, the 

Knights of Columbus will be holding its 
annual Charitable and Benevolent        

Program to benefit religious vocations,    
pro-life programs, disabled children and 

other charitable causes in our state.  
The Knights will be at the doors of the 

church selling raffle chances before and 
after al the Masses during that weekend. 

 
Thank you for your generous support. 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

October 30-November 5 
 
 

Sunday, October 30 
1:30 Baptism 
9:30AM - Children’s Liturgy 
10:30AM-Noon CCD 
 

Monday, October 31 
School Closed 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, November 1 
All Saints’ Day 
9:00AM Mass 
11:00AM Mass 
7:30PM Mass 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 2 
All Souls’ Day 
9:00AM Mass 
7:30PM Mass 
 

Thursday, November 3 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
6:00PM-I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM-Scripture Study 
 

Friday, November 4 

 

Saturday, November 5 
Knights of Columbus Sweater & Coat Drive 
Knights of Columbus Raffle Ticket Sales 

 

November 6-November 12  
 
 

Sunday, November 6 
9:30AM-Pre-Communion Banner Mass  
NO Children’s Liturgy 
10:30AM-Noon CCD 
Knights of Columbus Sweater & Coat Drive 
Knights of Columbus Raffle Ticket Sales 
 

Monday, November 7 
12:00-3:30PM Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, November 8 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
8:00PM Knights of Columbus Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 9 

7:00PM Baptism Class 
7:00PM-Bereavement Group 
 

Thursday, November 10 
8”00AM-Veterans’ Day Ceremony-School Yard 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
6:00PM-I.A.C.A. 
7:30PM-Scripture Study 
 

Friday, November 11 
Veterans’ Day– School & Rectory Office Closed 
 

Saturday, November 12 
 

  







 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Bereavement Support 

Group 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you or someone you know are mourning the 
death of a loved one and are having a hard time 
coping with daily events, you may find some   

comfort by attending our meetings. 
 

We meet in the Meeting Room located down the 
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at  
21-17 45th Street on Wednesday evenings             

at 7:00PM. 
 

Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at      
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need    

more information.  

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 

Congratulations 
 

The last surviving Golden Age officer celebrated her 107th birthday on October 18, 2022.   
Anna Lombardi was and still is a vibrant member of our parish family.  Although she is 
homebound, she continues to pray daily for for all her friends at St. Francis of Assisi.       

A few members and officers visited her to celebrate her special birthday.  Anna still has her 
sense of humor and remembers fondly all the times she participated in parish activities.   

 
Let us remember Anna in our daily prayers  

 
God bless our special parishioner—Anna Lombardi! 

 












