
 
SUNDAY,       November 13 –Thirty-Third Sunday in                        
                               Ordinary Time                                             
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name Society 
9:30 A.M.       Saverio Giordano 
11:00 A.M.     Slominski Kazimierz 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                      Giuseppe Ruffini 
                       Franco Dimilta                                       
                       Salvatore Romano 
                       The Florio Family 
                                                                                                          
MONDAY,      November 14 – Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        Marko Vlakancic      
 
TUESDAY,      November 15-St. Albert the Great                                                   
9:00 A.M.        Mary Amisano 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 16– Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        The Matthew Rerecich Family 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    November 17– St. Elizabeth of Hungry                                                                                                                                                                                        
9:00 A.M.         Michael Sforza  
 
FRIDAY,           November 18 – Weekday                                             
9:00 A.M.         Evelyn Polizio 

  
SATURDAY,    November 19 – St. Josaphat                                       
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Pietro Maniaci 
                        Frank T. DiDonato 
                        The Deceased Members of the  
                               Legion of Mary 
                                                                       
5:00 P.M.       Richard Mohr 
 
SUNDAY,         November 20– Our Lord Jesus Christ                         
                                                       King of the Universe                                                                                                                                                                                      
8:00 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis 

9:30 A.M.        Felix McGovern 
11:00 A.M.      John E. Finerty 
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                       Filippo Calogero Maria 
                       Matteo Ferrara 
                       Rachele Carullo  

Mass Intention 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
         
                      Malachi 3:19-20a 
                      2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
         Luke 21:5-19  
                      
 
    

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Revelation 1:1-4,; 2:1-5 
                                    Luke 18:35-43 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22                                   
   Luke 19:1-10 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Revelation 4:1-11 
                                    Luke 19:11-28 
    
THURSDAY:  Revelation 6:1-10 
              Luke 19:41-44                                            
 
FRIDAY:  Revelation 10:8-11 
   Luke 19:45-48                                             
    
SATURDAY:               Revelation 11:4-12 
                   Luke 20:27-40 
 
 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 

   
        2 Samuel 5:1-3 
                     Colossians 1:12-20 
        Luke 23:35-43  



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome receives millions of visitors each year. Some are tourists, 
lovers of art and architecture. For them, Saint Peter’s is just one of many must see at-

tractions in Rome, like the Colosseum or the Spanish Steps. For others, it is the very 
heart of the Catholic Church, a concrete sign of the unity we share as Catholic Chris-
tians. 

 
Imagine yourself as one of these pilgrims, shuffling along the marble floor through a 

crowd of thousands, trying to take in the beauty and majesty of this remarkable place. 
Perhaps you are struck by Bernini’s twisting bronze columns supporting the canopy high 
over the altar, or moved by the delicate beauty of Michelangelo’s Pieta, the sculpture of 

the Blessed Mother holding the lifeless body of Jesus in her lap. 
 

Just as Saint Peter’s is, for many, the heart of the Catholic Church, the Temple in Jeru-
salem was the center of the Jewish faith. God was worshipped in the Temple. He  resided 
in the Holy of Holies, the innermost sanctuary of the Temple, so sacred that only the 

high priest could enter, and only once a year on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Sac-
rifices could only be offered to God at the Temple, which is why Jerusalem was flooded 
with pilgrims during all of the major feasts. 

 
But we are not to put our faith in temples made by human hands. We are to put our 

faith in the living God. Ultimately all things made by human hands, as beautiful as they 
may be, will turn to rubble. The promises of God stand unshaken. Therefore, let us con-
tinue to pray and support one another in growing in our love for God and keeping our 

eyes firmly fixed upon Jesus. Let us witness to our faith and love of God by living in love 
and unity with one another. 

 
The Lord gives us many concrete signs and symbols, such as Saint Peter’s in Rome, 
which remind us how to lead our lives as Catholic Christians. Let us open our hearts to 

what these signs and symbols tell us, and keep our sights firmly fixed upon Jesus, and 
our feet firmly planted on the path that leads to eternal life in heaven. 

 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

Tuesday, November 15, 2022  
The Feast of    

Saint Albert the Great 

 

Thursday, November 17, 2022  
The Feast of   

Saint Elizabeth of Hungry 

Albert the Great was a 13th-century German         
Dominican who decisively influenced the Church’s 
stance toward Aristotelian philosophy brought to   
Europe by the spread of Islam. 

Students of philosophy know him as the master of 
Thomas Aquinas. Albert’s attempt to understand  
Aristotle’s writings established the climate in which 
Thomas Aquinas developed his synthesis of Greek 
wisdom and Christian theology. But Albert deserves 
recognition on his own merits as a curious, honest, 
and diligent scholar. 

He was the eldest son of a powerful and wealthy 
German lord of military rank. He was educated in  
the liberal arts. Despite fierce family opposition, he 
entered the Dominican novitiate. 

His boundless interests prompted him to write a 
compendium of all knowledge: natural science,    
logic, rhetoric, mathematics, astronomy, ethics,    
economics, politics, and metaphysics. His             
explanation of learning took 20 years to complete. 
“Our intention,” he said, “is to make all the       
aforesaid parts of knowledge intelligible to the     
Latins.” 

He achieved his goal while serving as an educator   
at Paris and Cologne, as Dominican provincial,     
and even as bishop of Regensburg for a short time. 
He defended the mendicant orders and preached    
the  Crusade in Germany and Bohemia. 

In canonizing Albert, the Church seems to point to 
his openness to truth, wherever it may be found, as 
his claim to holiness. His characteristic curiosity 
prompted Albert to mine deeply for wisdom within a 
philosophy his Church warmed to with great         
difficulty.  

Albert, a Doctor of the Church, is the patron of     
scientists and philosophers. 

In her short life, Elizabeth manifested such great  
love for the poor and suffering that she has become 
the patroness of Catholic charities and of the Secular 
Franciscan Order. The daughter of the King of     
Hungary, Elizabeth chose a life of penance and      
asceticism when a life of leisure and luxury could 
easily have been hers. This choice endeared her in  
the hearts of the common people throughout Europe. 

At the age of 14, Elizabeth was married to Louis of 
Thuringia, whom she deeply loved. She bore three 
children. Under the spiritual direction of a Franciscan 
friar, she led a life of prayer, sacrifice, and service to 
the poor and sick. Seeking to become one with the 
poor, she wore simple clothing. Daily she would take 
bread to hundreds of the poorest in the land who 
came to her gate.  After six years of marriage, her 
husband died in the Crusades, and Elizabeth was 
grief-stricken. Her    husband’s family looked upon 
her as squandering  the royal purse, and mistreated 
her, finally throwing her out of the palace. The return 
of her husband’s  allies from the Crusades resulted in 
her being reinstated, since her son was legal heir to 
the throne. 

In 1228, Elizabeth joined the Secular Franciscan   
Order, spending the remaining few years of her life 
caring for the poor in a hospital which she founded  
in honor of Saint Francis of Assisi. Elizabeth’s  
health declined, and she died before her 24th birthday 
in 1231. Her great popularity resulted in her         
canonization four years later. 

Elizabeth understood well the lesson Jesus taught 
when he washed his disciples’ feet at the Last       
Supper: The Christian must be one who serves the 
humblest needs of others, even if one serves from an 
exalted position. Of royal blood, Elizabeth could 
have lorded it over her subjects. Yet she served them 
with such a loving heart that her brief life won for her 
a special place in the hearts of many.  



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

John Ross, Steven Joyce, Judy Hanley-Brickner, 
John Wrenn, Augustin Cisneros, Thomas Leiter,                  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross,           
Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  

Al Ciani, Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           

Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez,                                    

and Fr. Emilio J. Salerno. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Thirty-Third Sunday                               
in Ordinary Time 

November 13, 2022 
 

       “By your endurance you will 
                  gain your souls”                         
                 

          Consider a  vocation as a priest,      
                         deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

 

FOCUS: 
 

Let us be vigilant and prayfully prepare for 
the return of Christ in glory. 

 

  
 

Life is sometimes described as a journey with 
an ultimate destination.  As we near the end of 
another liturgical year we are invited to reflect 

on the last things—death, judgment, heaven and 
hell.  But we do so not in fear, but in hope, for 

while this earthly life might end, the promise of 
life eternal shines brightly in Christ.    

 
 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 
 

Please be mindful that there are    
people who come to church early      

in order to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

Jesus prayed: “I pray that they all may be 
one.  Father!  May they be in Us, just as 

You are in Me and I am in You.” 
John 17:21 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 
 

Join us on Thursday, November 17th at  
7:20—8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the  

Rectory.   
 

We will begin a new study from the  
Book of the Prophet Isaiah.           

    

 

The Gospel readings and study will be conducted 
using the Little Rock Scripture program.                         

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group  
or would like further information, please        

contact us through our email at                                    
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 
 

All Are Welcome!  

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed.  Jesus calls us 
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 
What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 
the courage to live each day. 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
 

Sunday Collection-10/29-10/30              $3355.00 
      

All Saints’ Day                                         $1218.00 
 

 Sunday Collection-11/5-11/6                  $4819.00 
  Second Collection-Military Service         $753.00 

 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

2023 Mass Book 
 

The 2023 Mass Book is  now open. 
   

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Altar Wine,     
Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles)          

are $60.00 each 
Altar Flowers are $75.00.     

Thank you. 
  

Msgr. Maresca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed 
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).   
Your generosity and support are greatly     

appreciated 
 

Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged 
$39,111 and paid $35,971.  

 

 If you  have not donated to the appeal, 
please prayerfully consider what you can 
contribute to help us reach our goal.  The 
appeal ends in December, but it would be 
nice to have reached our goal before that 

time. 
 

Thank you again for your support. 

The Golden Age Society invites all         
parishioners to join us as we celebrate our 
51st Anniversary with a Mass on Monday, 

November 21st at 12:00 noon .  
 
 
 
 

 

Next Weekend, November 19th and 20th, 
the second collection will be for  

Human Development. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

    

50/50 Winners  
 October 2022 

 

First Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick D’Angelo  

 

Second Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick O’Toole 

 

Third Prize 
Mrs. Mary Alice Behringer  

 
                             Congratulations!          



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 
 

Then use your voice to praise the Lord! 
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir. 

We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm 
in the choir loft in church. 

 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 Please contact  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

If you have any questions or concerns. 

 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

In order to give us an idea of the number of 
people coming to Mass, the Parish Council 
has approved that we begin counting at 
each Mass. Each month, in the bulletin, the 
average attendance for the month at each 
Mass will be printed. This will give every-
one the opportunity to      realize that with 
939 registered families in our parish, our 
attendance should be higher. 
The Holy Father has said so often that we 
need to evangelize, to reach out to all 
God’s people and invite them to come and 
worship in prayer and song with our parish 
family.  If you know someone who needs             
encouraging to return to live worship, 
please reach out to them and invite them to 
join us each weekend. 
 

For the month of October 2022 the average 
attendance at our Masses was: 
 
5pm  87 
8am  52 
9:30am 170 
11am  84 
12:30pm 47 



Please Note 
 
 
At this time I would like to update you on St. Francis of Assisi’s policy regarding     
livestreaming Masses and other services. 
 
When the Covid-19 pandemic began, St. Francis created a Facebook page, in part to         
communicate faster with members of our parish family, and in part to livestream Masses 
through Facebook live. At that time, no one knew how long legally mandated restrictions on 
worship would last, and livestreaming provided a source of familiarity and consolation       
during a moment of unprecedented anxiety and uncertainty. This was done on a volunteer    
basis, as the parish did not have the budget or capability to support professional streaming. 
 
Livestreamed Masses were- and always will be- a second-best option to in person worship. 
Thanks to the goodness of Almighty God and the extraordinary efforts of medical               
professionals, circumstances have changed dramatically since the pandemic’s early days.    
For nearly two years, St. Francis has resumed its regular worship schedule. I strongly urge 
everyone to return to weekly Mass attendance and encounter the Lord Jesus present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Nonetheless, the parish has received requests to livestream Masses and other occasions,     
particularly to allow family members living elsewhere to witness occasions like first            
sacraments, weddings, and funerals. This practice can no longer take place. 
 
The parish lacks the technological infrastructure necessary to support high-quality     
livestreaming, which requires Internet speeds well in excess of our current system’s capacity. 
The declining economic environment and lower weekly attendance already present challenges 
to our parish budget, such as to foreclose the possibility of upgrading the church’s Internet    
capabilities. I am also acutely aware of the ongoing sacrifices that each of you make to       
support our parish financially, especially as rising costs make it harder to make ends meet. 
 
Even with upgrade Internet capabilities, the parish would have to switch from Facebook Live 
to another platform. Due to an update to Facebook’s livestreaming technology, recordings   
containing music fall under suspicion of violating copyright law. Of course, hymns sung     
during church services do not fall under such legal protection. But Facebook’s technology    
automatically flags livestreams containing music as suspect and may abruptly mute the 
stream. Given the prominent place of music in our worship, Facebook Lives’ potential to 
mute streams abruptly makes it particularly unsuitable for future use. Moving to an alternative    
platform would likely involve costs and greater complexity for both the parish and viewers. 
 
Those who obtain my permission to record a video of a parish occasion from their pew may 
do so in a discrete, unobtrusive, and respectful manner. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in this matter. 
 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

November 13-November 19  
 
 

Sunday, November 13 
8:00AM-Holy Name Mass  
NO Children’s Liturgy 
NO CCD 
 

Monday, November 14 
12:00-3:30 Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, November 15 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 16 

5:00PM-2nd & 3rd Grade Soccer Celebration-MCH                         
7:00PM-Bereavement Group 
 

Thursday, November 17 
10:00-11:30AM  Legion of Mary 
6:00PM-I.A.C.A-Thanksgiving Party. 
7:30PM-Scripture Study 
 

Friday, November 18 
6:00PM-Grocery Bingo-MCH 
 

Saturday, November 19 

 
 

November 20-November 26   
 
 

Sunday, November 20 
9:30AM-Pre-Confirmation Saint Name Mass  
9:30AM-Children’s Liturgy 
10:30AM-Noon CCD 
 

Monday, November 21 
12:00-3:30 Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, November 22 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 23 
5:00-6:00PM Youth Group to Set Up Giving Tree 
7:00PM-Bereavement Group 
7:30PM Mass 
 

Thursday, November 24 
Thanksgiving-9AM Mass 
School & Rectory Office Closed 

Friday, November 25 
School & Rectory Office Closed 
 

Saturday, November 26 
 
 

  



The Coaches Corner 
 
 
 
 

A weekly recap of our CYO 

sports teams. 

The Subnovice Division Wildcats continue sharpening their skills, as they learn to work as a unified 
team.  They faced Holy Child Jesus on Saturday (10/15) and finished with an impressive win, 9-1. 
On Sunday (10/16), the Wildcats had a match against St. Francis de Sales.  During the 1st half, the   
Wildcats were down 4-0.  With great resilience, the team did not give up.  In the 2nd half, the     
Wildcats pushed forward and scored 3 goals.  Patrick Hughes and Isabelle Carvalho did a              
phenomenal job getting the ball up to their teammates. Unfortunately, the final score was 4-3. 

The Subnovice Division made it to the Playoff!  On Saturday (11/5), the Wildcats played their 
hearts out against St. Francis de Sales.  Unfortunately, they lost 5-0.  congratulations boys and girls 
for having a Phenomenal season.  See you in the Spring!   

 

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Bereavement Support 

Group 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you or someone you know are mourning the 
death of a loved one and are having a hard time 
coping with daily events, you may find some   

comfort by attending our meetings. 
 

We meet in the Meeting Room located down the 
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at  
21-17 45th Street on Wednesday evenings             

at 7:00PM. 
 

Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at      
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need    

more information.  

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 



 

Earn Degrees and Certificates in Theology through Saint 
Joseph's Seminary 

Spring Classes Have Been Announced! 
-Take classes in person or 100% online 

-Expand your understanding of the Catholic faith 
-Affordable Tuition 

-Faithful to Church Teaching 
-Conveniently Scheduled Classes 

Apply Today! 
For more information go to:  

www.dunwoodie.edu/ma-in-theology 

 

http://www.dunwoodie.edu/
http://dunwoodie.edu/





