
 
SUNDAY,       November 20 –Our Lord Jesus Christ                        
                               King of the Universe                               
8:00 A.M.       For The People of St. Francis 
9:30 A.M.       Felix Mc Govern 
11:00 A.M.     John E. Finerty 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                      Filippo Calogero Maria 
                      Matteo Ferrara 
                      Rachele Carullo 
                      Antonio Bruno 
                                                                                                          
MONDAY,      November 21 – The Presentation of the 
                                                     Blessed Virgin Mary 
9:00 A.M.        The McHale Family      
 
TUESDAY,      November 22-Saint Cecilia                                               
9:00 A.M.        Victoria Fusaro 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 23– Weekday 
9:00 A.M.        Carlos Escardo 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    November 24– St. Andrew Dung-Lac  
                                                    and Companions                                                                                                                                                                                        
9:00 A.M.         Gloria Montell  
 
FRIDAY,           November 25 – Weekday                                             
9:00 A.M.         Marie Conlon 

  
SATURDAY,    November 26 – Weekday                                       
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Laura DeSimone 
                        Shelia Sullivan 
                        Joseph Anthony McCann  
                        Mary Ethel McCann 
                        Sarina Carbone 
                                                                       
5:00 P.M.       Lillian Ghirardi 
 
SUNDAY,         November 27- The First Sunday                           
                                                       of Advent                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        Antonino Gagliardo  
9:30 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.      Francis Gauci 
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                       The Benedetto Family 
                       The Macchia Family 
                       Filippo Lacommina  

Mass Intention 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
   
                            
        2 Samuel 5:1-3 
                     Colossians 1:12-20 
        Luke 23:35-43  
                     
 
    

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Revelation 14:1-3, 4b-5 
                                    Luke 21:1-4 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Revelation 14:14-19                              
                                    Luke 21:5-11 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Revelation 15:1-4 
                                    Luke 21:12-19 
    
THURSDAY:  Revelation 18:1-2, 21-23 
              Luke 21:20-28                                            
 
FRIDAY:  Revelation 20:1-4, 11-21:2 
   Luke 21:29-33                                             
    
SATURDAY:               Revelation 22:1-7 
                   Luke 21:34-36 
 
 
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
 

   
        Isaiah 2:1-5 
                     Romans 13:11-14 
        Matthew 24:37-44  



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
The feast of Christ the King was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925. Europe was still 
healing from the effects of World War I. The once great Catholic monarchies of Europe had 
been replaced by Fascists, socialists and communists – all styles of government that are     
opposed to religious observance. Europe was beginning to turn away from God and his 
church. The intent of this great feast was to let all people know that the kings of men will 
never match the great and glorious, merciful and mighty kingship of Jesus Christ. The 
Church was staking her claim with 
the powers of heaven. 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus is mocked on the cross, even by those crucified with him. The good 
thief is aware that they have condemned an innocent man, undeserving of the cruelest      
punishment to which he was subjected. This thief, known in history as Dismas, is also well 
aware that he is in the presence of his Lord, Savior and king. His faith motivates his dying 
wish: Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. There on Calvary, as darkness 
covered the earth and all hope seemed lost, a convicted sinner professed his faith, that Jesus 
would live again and forever, that he alone had the power to forgive and to grant new life,  
but most importantly, that his kingship would reign in this world and in the next. 
 
Let us pray that in the darkest moments of our life, when we find ourselves like the Good 
Thief, up against adversity, on the cross, persecuted, left behind, that we, like him, will trust 
in the Lord who is our friend, confident and our king. He will set us free and remind us that 
one day we, too, will be with him in paradise. 
 
Today ends the Church Liturgical year. Next week begins the season Advent. Our readings 
will be from Cycle A and our weekday readings will be Cycle 1. In this month of December 
we will celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, December 8th and it is a Holy Day 
of Obligation. 
 

 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 
O  Christ Jesus, I acknowledge You King of the Universe. All that has been created 

has been made for You. Exercise upon me all Your rights. I renew my baptismal 
promises renouncing Satan and all his works and pomps. I promise to lead a good 
Christian life and to do all in my power to procure the triumph of the rights of God 
and Your Church. Divine Heart of Jesus, I offer You my poor actions in order to 

obtain that all hearts may acknowledge Your sacred royalty and that thus the reign 
of Your peace may be established throughout the universe. Amen.  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022 



The Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Monday, November 21, 2022 

As we venerate the glorious memory of the most              
holy Virgin Mary, grant, we pray, O Lord, through her     
intercession, that we, too, may merit to receive from the 
fullness of your grace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

AMEN 



 

Tuesday, November 22, 2022  
The Feast of    
Saint Cecilia 

 

Thursday, November 24, 2022  
The Feast of   

St. Andrew Dung-Lac & Companions 

Cecilia also spelled Cecily, is one of the most       
famous virgin martyrs of the early church and            
historically one of the most discussed. She is 
a patron saint of music and of musicians. 

According to a late 5th-century legend, she was a 
noble Roman who, as a child, had vowed her        
virginity to God. When she was married against her 
will to the future saint Valerian, then a pagan, she 
told him that an angel of God wished her to remain a 
virgin. He promised to respect this wish if he were 
allowed to see the angel. She replied that he would if 
he were baptized. On his return from baptism he 
found Cecilia talking to the angel. She then          
converted his brother Tiburtius, who also saw the 
angel. Both men were martyred before she was. She 
distributed her possessions to the poor, which        
enraged the prefect Almachius, who ordered her to 
be burned. When the flames did not harm her, she 
was beheaded. The legend about Cecilia’s death says 
that after being struck three times on the neck with a 
sword, she lived for three days, and asked the pope 
to convert her home into a church.  

Cecilia was buried in the catacomb of St. Callistus, 
near Rome. At the beginning of the 9th century, 
Pope Paschal I discovered her incorrupt 
(undecayed) relics in the catacomb of St.            
Praetextatus and had them moved to Rome, to a    
basilica in Trastevere that now bears her name.  

According to tradition, she “sang in her heart to the 
Lord” as the musicians played at her wedding, and in 
art she is often represented playing the organ.Like 
any good Christian, Cecilia sang in her heart, and 
sometimes with her voice. She has become a symbol 
of the Church’s conviction that good music is an  
integral part of the liturgy, of greater value to the 
Church than any other art.  

Andrew Dung-Lac, a Catholic convert ordained to 
the priesthood, was one of 117 people martyred in 
Vietnam between 1820 and 1862. Members of the 
companions group gave their lives for Christ in the 
17th, 18th, and 19th centuries, and received           
beatification during four different occasions          
between 1900 and 1951. All were canonized during 
the papacy of Saint John Paul II.  Christianity came 
to Vietnam through the Portuguese. Jesuits opened 
the first permanent mission at Da Nang in 1615.  
They ministered to Japanese Catholics who had been 
driven from Japan.  Severe persecutions were 
launched at least three times in the 19th century.   

In 1832, Emperor Minh-Mang banned all foreign 
missionaries, and tried to make all Vietnamese deny 
their faith by trampling on a crucifix.  Many hiding 
places were offered in homes of the faithful.         
Persecution broke out again in 1847, when the      
emperor suspected foreign missionaries and           
Vietnamese Christians of sympathizing with a        
rebellion led by of one of his sons.  The last of the 
martyrs were 17 laypersons, one of them a 9-year-
old, executed in 1862. That year a  treaty with France 
guaranteed religious freedom to Catholics, but it did 
not stop all persecution.  By 1954, there were over a 
million Catholics—about seven percent of the      
population—in the north.  Persistent persecution 
forced some 670,000 Catholics to abandon lands, 
homes and possessions and flee to the south. In 1964, 
there were still 833,000 Catholics in the north, but 
many were in prison. In the south, Catholics were 
enjoying the first decade of religious freedom in    
centuries, their numbers swelled by refugees. 

During the Vietnamese war, Catholics again suffered 
in the north, and again moved to the south in great 
numbers. Now reunited, the entire country is under 
Communist rule. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/martyrs
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patron-saint
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/legend
https://www.britannica.com/topic/angel-religion
https://www.britannica.com/topic/baptism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/martyr
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Paschal-I
https://www.britannica.com/topic/relic
https://www.britannica.com/art/organ-musical-instrument


 

 

Remember in your prayers all those   in 
our parish who are sick, that they may 

find health and comfort:       
 

John Ross, Steven Joyce,                        
Judy Hanley-Brickner, John Wrenn, Augustin   

Cisneros, Thomas Leiter, James Nunez,              
Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans,         
Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  Al Ciani,    

Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           

Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, & Fr. Emilio Salerno. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ                                
King of the Universe 
November 20, 2022 

 

       “Jesus remember me when you 
            come into Your kingdom”                         
                 

          Consider a  vocation as a priest,      
                         deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

 

FOCUS: 
 

Our true King is worthy of praise and      
adoration. 

 

  

Kings are celebrated, whether or not they       
deserve honor.  Some emperors claim divinity.  
What about the King of the Universe?  A king 
who is the image of the invisible God.  How 
does He use His mighty power?  He ransoms 

sinners and reconciles them with the Father.  He 
uses His title firstborn from the dead to share 

His triumph with all who follow Him.   
How do we respond to this King?     

 

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
In Loving Memory of 

John E. Finerty 
Requested by: 

The Finerty Family 

 

ALTAR CANDLES 
In Loving Memory of 

 John E. Finerty 
Requested by: 

Lee Irrera 

 

Memorials for the Week  
of   

November 23, 2022 
 

ALTAR WINE  

In Loving Memory of 
John E. Finerty 
Requested by: 

Lee Irrera   

ALTAR BREAD  

In Loving Memory of 
John E. Finerty 
Requested by: 

The Finerty Family   

 



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

Jesus prayed: “I pray that they all may be 
one.  Father!  May they be in Us, just as 

You are in Me and I am in You.” 
John 17:21 

 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 
 

We will not meet on Thursday, November 24th.  
We will meet on Thursday, December 1st.   

The study that week will focus on           
  The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

Chapters 1 through 4. 
   

 

The Gospel readings and study will be conducted 
using the Little Rock Scripture program.                         

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group  
or would like further information, please        

contact us through our email at                                    
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 
 

Wishing our SFA Friends and Family  
A Blessed Thanksgiving!  

  
 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed.  Jesus calls us 
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 
What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 
the courage to live each day. 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection                                 $4401.00 
      Second Collection-Fuel                     $990.00 
 
 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

 

2023 Mass Book 
 

The 2023 Mass Book is  now open. 
   

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Altar Wine,     
Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles)          

are $60.00 each 
Altar Flowers are $75.00.     

Thank you. 
  

Msgr. Maresca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed 
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).   
Your generosity and support are greatly     

appreciated 
 

Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged 
$38,153 and paid $34,481.  

 

 If you  have not donated to the appeal, 
please prayerfully consider what you can 
contribute to help us reach our goal.  The 
appeal ends in December, but it would be 
nice to have reached our goal before that 

time. 
 

Thank you again for your support. 

The Golden Age Society invites all         
parishioners to join us as we celebrate our 
51st Anniversary with a Mass on Monday, 

November 21st at 12:00 noon .  

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In observance of the  
Thanksgiving Holiday 

the Rectory office will be  
Closed on Thanksgiving day,  
November 24th and  Friday,  

November 25th. 
 

The rectory will be open on       
Saturday, November 26th             
from 9:00am to 2:00pm. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? 
 

Then use your voice to praise the Lord! 
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir. 

We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm 
in the choir loft in church. 

 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Class of 1973 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

JUNE 17, 2023, 3PM TO 6PM 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 Please contact  
John Byrnes—byrno7156@gmail.com 

or 
John Ruehl—ruehl247@gmail.com 

If you have any questions or concerns. 

 

If you or someone you know are mourning the 
death of a loved one and are having a hard time 

coping with daily events, you may find some   
comfort by attending our meetings. 

 

We meet in the Meeting Room located down the 
stairs in the back of the Rectory located at  
21-17 45th Street on Wednesday evenings             

at 7:00PM. 
 

Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at      
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or need    

more information.  

 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Bereavement Support 

Group 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

November 20-November 26   
 
 

Sunday, November 20 
9:30AM-Pre-Confirmation Saint Name Mass  
9:30AM-Children’s Liturgy 
10:30AM-Noon CCD 
 

Monday, November 21 
12:00-Golden Age Anniversary Mass 
1:00-3:30 Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, November 22 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 23 
5:00-6:00PM Youth Group to Set Up Giving Tree 
7:00PM-Bereavement Group 
7:30PM Mass 
 

Thursday, November 24 
Thanksgiving 
School & Rectory Office Closed 
 

Friday, November 25 
School & Rectory Office Closed 
 

Saturday, November 26 

 
 

November 27-December 3   
 
 

Sunday, November 27 
First Sunday of Advent 
NO-Children’s Liturgy 
NO CCD 
 

Monday, November 28 
12:00-3:30 Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, November 29 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 30 
7:00PM-Bereavement Group 
 

Thursday, December 1 
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR 
6:00PM I.A.C.A.– SFR 
7:20PM –Scripture Study 
 

Friday, December 2 
FIRST FRIDAY 
 

Saturday, December 3 
9:00AM-Anointing Mass 
 

  



 

We Cordially Invite All of Our Parishioners to 

Celebrate Thanksgiving on 

Wednesday Evening,  

November 23rd at 7:30P.M. 

OR 

Thursday, November 24th at the  

9:00A.M. Mass 

Please Note:  At each Mass we will be collecting non-perishable goods to 

give to the migrant refugees.  Baskets will be in front of the sanctuary for you 

to place your goods.  The collection taken up at each Mass will go to the St. 

Vincent DePaul Society to assist the poor and needy.  
 

Thank you for your generosity.  

 From the Priests, Deacons and 
Staff of St. Francis of Assisi 



You can help by donating items that are needed: 

 New winter jackets & hoodies – for children and adults 

 New winter clothing: hats, scarves & gloves for adults & children 

 New tennis shoes, casual shoes & boots for children & adults 

 New underwear & socks for children & adults 

 Toiletries, Deodorant, Soap & Toothbrushes & Toothpaste, Feminine Hygiene Products 

 Shampoo 

 Laundry Detergent 

 Diapers & wipes  

 Baby Formula 

 Non-Perishable Food Products 

      (Cans that have easy open tab pulls) 

 Cereals, Oatmeal, Coffee, Sugar 

A few parishes in the Long Island City area are 
being inundated with refugees in need of 

emergency shelter, food and clothing. 

 



 
The season of Advent will begin on 
the weekend of November 26/27th.    

It is a 4-week period of waiting 
and  preparing for the feast of 

Christmas.  During the Season of 
Advent, on of the beautiful signs 

we have in our church is the      
Advent Wreath.  The wreath, 

which has 4 candles, is placed in 
the church and each week a    

candle is lit to remind us of our 
waiting and preparing for           

the birth of Christ. 
 

This year, you are invited to be 
part of the candle lighting          

ceremony.  You can sign up as a 
family or individually.  The candle 

lighter(s) would sit toward the 
front of the church and at the    

beginning of each mass, the priest 
will call you up to light the       

candle(s) for that week of Advent. 
 

There will be a sign in the         
vestibule of the church this    

weekend.  Any families,               
individuals or groups are             

invited to sign up at any of the   
masses to light the advent wreath.   

Please sign up for one of the      
weekend Masses to participate in 

the Advent Wreath Lighting       
Ceremony. 

 
Join us as we renew our desire, 

anticipation and hope for Christ’s    
coming again. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If anyone would like to  
memorialize the Advent Wreath 

Candles please stop by  
the Rectory. 

 
 

The donation is  
$75.00 per candle. 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church 
by memorializing a Christmas wreath during the  

Christmas season. 
 

Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and fences  
outside that surround the Church. 

 

Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath. 
 

Donations required to memorialize a wreath: 
Outdoor  Christmas Wreath: $65 
Indoor Christmas Wreaths:  $80 

 
 
 

Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 10, 2022 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
Name _____________________________________ Contact # __________________ 

In Thanksgiving  of ___________________________________________ 
In Loving Memory  of _________________________________________ 
From (optional) ________________________________________________ 

 - Please print neatly -  



 
 

Advent Giving Trees 
 

The Advent Giving Trees will be setup in the front 
and back of church and decorated with colored Tags                                                          

the night before Thanksgiving. 
 

 Each color Tag identifies the charity that will receive 
the gifts.  

Please tape the Tag to the unwrapped gift purchased  
and place it under the Giving Tree  

before or after any one of the Masses. 
 
 
 

ALL GIFTS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH. 
 
  
 

We thank you for always being so generous and helping. 

 



Please Note 
 
 
At this time I would like to update you on St. Francis of Assisi’s policy regarding     
livestreaming Masses and other services. 
 
When the Covid-19 pandemic began, St. Francis created a Facebook page, in part to         
communicate faster with members of our parish family, and in part to livestream Masses 
through Facebook live. At that time, no one knew how long legally mandated restrictions on 
worship would last, and livestreaming provided a source of familiarity and consolation       
during a moment of unprecedented anxiety and uncertainty. This was done on a volunteer    
basis, as the parish did not have the budget or capability to support professional streaming. 
 
Livestreamed Masses were- and always will be- a second-best option to in person worship. 
Thanks to the goodness of Almighty God and the extraordinary efforts of medical               
professionals, circumstances have changed dramatically since the pandemic’s early days.    
For nearly two years, St. Francis has resumed its regular worship schedule. I strongly urge 
everyone to return to weekly Mass attendance and encounter the Lord Jesus present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Nonetheless, the parish has received requests to livestream Masses and other occasions,     
particularly to allow family members living elsewhere to witness occasions like first            
sacraments, weddings, and funerals. This practice can no longer take place. 
 
The parish lacks the technological infrastructure necessary to support high-quality     
livestreaming, which requires Internet speeds well in excess of our current system’s capacity. 
The declining economic environment and lower weekly attendance already present challenges 
to our parish budget, such as to foreclose the possibility of upgrading the church’s Internet    
capabilities. I am also acutely aware of the ongoing sacrifices that each of you make to       
support our parish financially, especially as rising costs make it harder to make ends meet. 
 
Even with upgrade Internet capabilities, the parish would have to switch from Facebook Live 
to another platform. Due to an update to Facebook’s livestreaming technology, recordings   
containing music fall under suspicion of violating copyright law. Of course, hymns sung     
during church services do not fall under such legal protection. But Facebook’s technology    
automatically flags livestreams containing music as suspect and may abruptly mute the 
stream. Given the prominent place of music in our worship, Facebook Lives’ potential to 
mute streams abruptly makes it particularly unsuitable for future use. Moving to an alternative    
platform would likely involve costs and greater complexity for both the parish and viewers. 
 
Those who obtain my permission to record a video of a parish occasion from their pew may 
do so in a discrete, unobtrusive, and respectful manner. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in this matter. 
 
Msgr. Maresca 




