The First Sunday of Advent

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Today’s Readings

November 27 – The First Sunday
of Advent
Antonino Gaagliardo
For the People of St. Francis
Francis Gauci
Rino Del Carro
The Benedetto Family
The Macchio Family
Filippo Lacommina
The Florio Family
The Perez Family

The First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:37-44

Readings for the Week

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

November 28 – Weekday
John Alexiou

MONDAY:

Isaiah 4:2-6
Matthew 8:5-11

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

November 29– Weekday
Mary Amisano

TUESDAY:

Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke 10:21-24

WEDNESDAY:

Romans 10:9-18
Matthew 4:18-22

THURSDAY:

Isaiah 26:1-6
Matthew 7:21, 24-24

FRIDAY:

Isaiah 29:17-24
Matthew 9:27-31

SATURDAY:

Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26
Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

WEDNESDAY, November 30– Saint Andrew Apostle
9:00 A.M.
Deceased Members from
Unije, Croatia
THURSDAY, December 1– Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Jpseph Spiteri
FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

December 2 – Weekday
Michele O’Connor

SATURDAY, December 3– Saint Francis Xavier
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
The Trentcosti Family
Joseph Priolo
Margaret McCarthy
5:00 P.M.

Mike Perrino

SUNDAY,

December 4- The Second Sunday
of Advent
Mark Martin O’Neill
Maryann Rocca
For the People of St. Francis
Rino Del Carro
Steven Demetriou

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

The Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-9
Matthew 31:1-12

My Dear Parishioners,
It is worth noting that today’s psalm is the same one that was used last week for the feast
of Christ the King: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. This is no coincidence. The
Church wants us to see that the ultimate goal of faith is that, when our lives are over, we
might be found worthy, in the words of Isaiah, to climb the Lord’s mountain.
As we begin the season of Advent, our Scriptures invite us to reflect on this truth, and place
before us a selection of images: from the pilgrim people ascending to Lord’s mountain to the
light and dark of Paul’s letter to the Romans. Even the very sobering Gospel reference to
Noah and the great flood is heavy with meaning and worthy of reflection. Jesus doesn’t
mince his words! We need to be vigilant and prayerful, to stay awake. There is going to be
a judgment and, like the master who expects his house to be broken into, we need to be
prepared.
But let us remember that the idea of final judgment is not limited to Advent. Each week, in
our Creed, we express the belief that Christ will come to judge the living and the dead. That
judgment will be real, a review of the life with its many choices and decisions, laid out before
us in the light of God’s revelation. We can find it hard to reconcile this part of faith with our
view of God as loving and forgiving, especially as many have a distorted understanding of
God as being indulgent and accepting of all types of behavior.
How easy it is to be like the people at the time of Noah, indifferent to what was about to take
place. How many hear the message, but prefer to discount it or to ignore it and so lose the
opportunity to be prepared? Paul puts it so well, our salvation is nearer now than when we
first believed. Our Gospel challenges us to stay awake, to be like that good master. Paul
exhorts us to put on Christ: a wonderful image to reflect upon as we begin Advent, for this
season is more than just the run-up to the holidays!
We know the final outcome in the conflict between good and evil: the victory of Christ! Our
task is to ensure that we are on the victorious side by living lives worthy of Him. We ought
not to take eternal life for granted but, each day, renew our commitment to the Gospel and
the hope that our baptism offers. As Christians, we are called to be realistic, to face the fact
that our world is broken and in need of healing. Yet, we are never without HOPE. Indeed,
the Christian view is to see worldly imperfection not as a lost cause but as an opportunity
for improvement and redemption. This is what we celebrate in this Advent time of
preparation and anticipation. We look forward to the coming of Christ, striving to be vigilant
and worthy to stand before the Son of Man.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Wednesday, November 30, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Andrew Apostle

Saturday, December 3, 2022
The Feast of
Saint Francis Xavier

Andrew was Saint Peter’s brother, and was called
with him. “As [Jesus] was walking by the sea of
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is now
called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net
into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them,
‘Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.’
At once they left their nets and followed
him” (Matthew 4:18-20).

Jesus asked, “What profit would there be for one to
gain the whole world and forfeit his life?” (Matthew
16:26a). The words were repeated to a young teacher
of philosophy who had a highly promising career in
academics, with success and a life of prestige and
honor before him.

John the Evangelist presents Andrew as a disciple of
John the Baptist. When Jesus walked by one day,
John said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” Andrew and
another disciple followed Jesus. “Jesus turned and
saw them following him and said to them, ‘What are
you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi (which
translated means Teacher), where are you staying?’
He said to them, ‘Come, and you will see.’ So they
went and saw where he was staying, and they stayed
with him that day” (John 1:38-39a).
Little else is said about Andrew in the Gospels.
Before the multiplication of the loaves, it was
Andrew who spoke up about the boy who had the
barley loaves and fishes. When the Gentiles went to
see Jesus, they came to Philip, but Philip then had
recourse to Andrew.
Legend has it that Andrew preached the Good News
in what is now modern Greece and Turkey and was
crucified at Patras on an X-shaped cross.
As in the case of all the apostles except Peter and
John, the Gospels give us little about the holiness of
Andrew. He was an apostle. That is enough. He was
called personally by Jesus to proclaim the Good
News, to heal with Jesus’ power and to share his life
and death. Holiness today is no different. It is a gift
that includes a call to be concerned about the
Kingdom, an outgoing attitude that wants nothing
more than to share the riches of Christ with all
people.

Francis Xavier, 24 at the time, and living and
teaching in Paris, did not heed these words at once.
They came from a good friend, Ignatius of Loyola,
whose tireless persuasion finally won the young man
to Christ. Francis then made the spiritual exercises
under the direction of Ignatius, and in 1534, joined
his little community, the infant Society of Jesus.
Together at Montmartre they vowed poverty,
chastity, obedience, and apostolic service according
to the directions of the pope.
From Venice, where he was ordained a priest in
1537, Xavier went on to Lisbon and from there sailed
to the East Indies, landing at Goa, on the west coast
of India. For the next 10 years he labored to bring the
faith to such widely scattered peoples as the Hindus,
the Malayans, and the Japanese. He spent much of
that time in India, and served as provincial of the
newly established Jesuit province of India. Wherever
he went, Xavier lived with the poorest people, sharing their food and rough accommodations. He spent
countless hours ministering to the sick and the poor,
particularly to lepers. Very often he had no time to
sleep or even to say his breviary but, as we know
from his letters, he was filled always with joy.
Xavier went through the islands of Malaysia, then up
to Japan. He learned enough Japanese to preach to
simple folk, to instruct, and to baptize, and to
establish missions for those who were to follow him.
From Japan he had dreams of going to China, but this
plan was never realized. Before reaching the mainland, he died. His remains are enshrined in the
Church of Good Jesus in Goa.

Remember in your prayers all those in
our parish who are sick, that they may
find health and comfort:
John Ross, Steven Joyce,
Judy Hanley-Brickner, John Wrenn, Augustin
Cisneros, Thomas Leiter, James Nunez,
Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans,
Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani,
Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,
Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, & Fr. Emilio Salerno.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.
Please be mindful that there are
people who come to church early
in order to pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

The First Sunday
of Advent
November 27, 2022
“Jesus remember me when you
come into Your kingdom”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454
or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:

As we enter into Advent, we watch for and
eagerly await the dawn that breaks over
the horizon.

Saturday, December 3, 2022, the 9:00am
Mass will be an anointing Mass. All those who
wish to receive the Sacrament of the Sick are
asked to participate in this Mass.
All are invited to join us in prayer as we
remember to pray for all those who are in need
of God’s healing power.

The promise of Advent is the promise of a
candle in a dark room—of the dawn breaking
over the horizon. It is the promise that the
darkness cannot stand in the presence of the
light. In this holy season, we must be
watchers, searching for Christ’s light,
eagerly awaiting the dawn.
Are we awake? Are we prepared?

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
SCRIPTURE STUDY
Jesus prayed: “I pray that they all may be
one. Father! May they be in Us, just as
You are in Me and I am in You.”
John 17:21

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH

Join us on Thursday, December 1st at
7:20—8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the
Rectory.
This week’s study will be on:
The Book of the Prophet Isaiah
Chapters 1 through 4.
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted
using the Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please
contact us through our email at
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed. Jesus calls us
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

All Are Welcome!
Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus,
gathers in worship and witnesses the
Gospel message. The parish values and
welcomes each person’s gift of time,
talent and treasure. As a faith-filled
community, we are committed to minister
to the spiritual, educational and material
needs of all people.

If anyone would like to
memorialize the Advent Wreath
Candles please stop by
the Rectory.
The donation is
$75.00 per candle.
Three candles remain to be memorialized.

The season of Advent will begin on
the weekend of November 26/27th.
It is a 4-week period of waiting
and preparing for the feast of
Christmas. During the Season of
Advent, on of the beautiful signs
we have in our church is the
Advent Wreath. The wreath,
which has 4 candles, is placed in
the church and each week a
candle is lit to remind us of our
waiting and preparing for
the birth of Christ.
This year, you are invited to be
part of the candle lighting
ceremony. You can sign up as a
family or individually. The candle
lighter(s) would sit toward the
front of the church and at the
beginning of each mass, the priest
will call you up to light the
candle(s) for that week of Advent.
There will be a sign in the
vestibule of the church this
weekend. Any families,
individuals or groups are
invited to sign up at any of the
masses to light the advent wreath.
Please sign up for one of the
weekend Masses to participate in
the Advent Wreath Lighting
Ceremony.
Join us as we renew our desire,
anticipation and hope for Christ’s
coming again.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection
Second CollectionHuman Development

$4616.00
$666.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

Next weekend, December 3rd and 4th, the
second collection will be for fuel to keep
our church warm in the winter months.
Please be as generous as your means allow.

2023 Mass Book
The 2023 Mass Book is now open.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Altar Wine,
Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles)
are $60.00 each
Altar Flowers are $75.00.
Thank you.
Msgr. Maresca

Thank you.

THANK YOU to all who have contributed
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).
Your generosity and support are greatly
appreciated
Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged
$39,111 and paid $36,928.
If you have not donated to the appeal,
please prayerfully consider what you can
contribute to help us reach our goal. The
appeal ends in December, but it would be
nice to have reached our goal before that
time.
Thank you again for your support.

Christmas Flower envelopes may be
returned in any collection. Please be
sure to write the nams(s) legibly. The list
of names will be placed in the Bulletin.
Thank you.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

November 27-December 3

December 4-December 10

Sunday, November 27

Sunday, December 4

First Sunday of Advent
NO-Children’s Liturgy
NO CCD

9:30AM-Pre-Communion Mass
NO-Children’s Liturgy
10:40-12:00 noon CCD

Monday, November 28

Monday, December 5

12:00-3:30 Golden Age
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir
7:00PM Adult Choir

12:00-3:30 Golden Age
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir
7:00PM Adult Choir

Tuesday, November 29

Tuesday, December 6

Book Fair—MCH
6:30PM—AA Meeting

3:00-4:00PM SFA Carolers-MCH
6:30PM—AA Meeting

Wednesday, November 30

Wednesday, December 7

Book Fair—MCH
7:00PM-Bereavement Group

7:00PM-Bereavement Group
Girl Scout Caroling

Thursday, December 1

Thursday, December 8

10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR
6:00PM I.A.C.A.– SFR
7:20PM –Scripture Study

Friday, December 2
FIRST FRIDAY

Saturday, December 3
9:00AM-Anointing Mass

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Mass at 9:00Am, 11:00AM & 7:30PM
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR
6:00PM I.A.C.A.– SFR
7:20PM –Scripture Study

Friday, December 9
Saturday, December 10
6:00-7:30PM-Youth Group

A few parishes in the Long Island City area are
being inundated with refugees in need of
emergency shelter, food and clothing.
You can help by donating items that are needed:


New winter jackets & hoodies – for children and adults



New winter clothing: hats, scarves & gloves for adults & children



New tennis shoes, casual shoes & boots for children & adults



New underwear & socks for children & adults



Toiletries, Deodorant, Soap & Toothbrushes & Toothpaste, Feminine Hygiene Products



Shampoo



Laundry Detergent



Diapers & wipes



Baby Formula



Non-Perishable Food Products
(Cans that have easy open tab pulls)



Cereals, Oatmeal, Coffee, Sugar
Please leave items in the vestibule.

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church
by memorializing a Christmas wreath during the
Christmas season.
Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and fences
outside that surround the Church.
Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath.
Donations required to memorialize a wreath:
Outdoor Christmas Wreath:
$65
Indoor Christmas Wreaths:
$80
Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 10, 2022

__________________________________________________________________________
Name _____________________________________ Contact # __________________
In Thanksgiving of ___________________________________________
In Loving Memory of _________________________________________
From (optional) ________________________________________________
- Please print neatly -

Advent Giving Trees
The Advent Giving Trees will be setup in the front
and back of church and decorated with colored Tags
the night before Thanksgiving.
Each color Tag identifies the charity that will receive
the gifts.
Please tape the Tag to the unwrapped gift purchased
and place it under the Giving Tree
before or after any one of the Masses.

ALL GIFTS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH.

We thank you for always being so generous and helping.

