
 
SUNDAY,       December 11 – The Third Sunday                        
                                       of Advent                               
8:00 A.M.       Holy name Society 
9:30 A.M.       Anthony Cambareri 
11:00 A.M.     Esperanza Eiaw 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                      Emilia Trentini 
                      Giuseppe Carlino 
                                                                                                                                
MONDAY,      December 12 –  Our Lady of Guadalupe                                                
9:00 A.M.        Donna Mongitori      
 
TUESDAY,      December 13– Saint Lucy                                              
9:00 A.M.        Saint Lucy 
 
WEDNESDAY, December 14– Saint John of the Cross 
9:00 A.M.         George Scavrou 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    December 15-Weekday                                                                                                                                                                                        
9:00 A.M.         Lilian Vella 
 
FRIDAY,           December 16 – Weekday                                             
9:00 A.M.         John Xerri 
  
SATURDAY,    December 17– Weekday                                       
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Clare McKenna 
                        Brigid Xanthos. 
                        Virginai Timbrook 
                        Roland Timbrook 
                                                                       
5:00 P.M.       Lucia Borgia 
 
SUNDAY,         December 18- The Fourth Sunday                           
                                                       of Advent                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis  
9:30 A.M.        Saverui Giordano 
11:00 A.M.      Victoria Marino 
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                       Lucia Bonaventura 
                       Steven Demetriou 
                      
    
                       

Mass Intention 

The Fourth Sunday of  Advent 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
   
                            
        Isaiah  35:1-6a, 10 
                     James 5:7-10 
        Matthew 11:2-11  
                     
 
    

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Zechariah 2:14-17 
                                    Luke 1:26-38 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13                              
                                   Matthew 21:28-32 
 
WEDNESDAY:           Isaiah 45:63c-8, 18, 21c-25 
                                    Luke 7:18b-23 
    
THURSDAY:  Isaiah 54:1-10 
                                    Luke 7:24-30                                            
 
FRIDAY:  Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8 
   John 5:33-36                                             
    
SATURDAY:              Genesis 49:2, 8-10 
                  Matthew 1:1-17 
 
 
 

The Third Fourth of Advent 
 

   
        Isaiah  7:10-14 
                     Romans 1:1-7 
        Matthew 1:18-24  



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Advent is a season of preparation and hope. It’s not uncommon to hear the word preparation and 
think of the decorations, presents and parties. Advent can be a whirland of “to-do lists” and events  
to attend. We may have passing thoughts of the Incarnation, the birth of Christ. But taking time to 
really reflect on the implications of Advent demand that we be intentional about making time for 
this. We must be attentive to what the Holy Spirit is revealing in our hearts and minds about a God 
who loves us so deeply that he humbled himself to become one of us born as a baby in Bethlehem. 
 
Today is one of those intentional days. Today the Church celebrates Gaudete Sunday, Rejoice    
Sunday. The pink candle on our Advent wreath, signifying joy, burns bright as we fill this sacred 
space in joyful song because our God draws near.  
 
Both the first reading and the Gospel provide us with the reason for our rejoicing, God is coming to 
save us! When Jesus comes, as he said in the Gospel, the blind regain their sight, the lame walk,  
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news             
proclaimed to them. These acts are miraculous not only in their physical healing, but in the ability  
to be a healing balm in our deepest need. 
 
Even if we do not have any of the physical manifestations Jesus mentions, we are blind, lame, deaf, 
impoverished and in need of cleansing in our heart and spirit. These words of sacred Scripture are 
talking about our liberation. They are speaking to each of us; life in Christ is a life lived in liberation 
from that which is hindering us from being fully alive, fully aware of God’s grace, mercy and gift of 
life offered to each of us every day. 
 
Obviously, our deepest needs are not the perfect present or the details of the office Christmas party, 
but rather can be summed up in the four candles we light as we progress through Advent: Hope, 
Love, Joy and Peace. 
 
These needs are attended to as we gather as a parish family of believers, as we offer our songs, our 
prayers and our gifts. These needs are satisfied as we come forward to receive Holy Communion, 
and are nourished and strengthened by Jesus Himself. After being nourished and strengthened by  
the Eucharist, we are charged to leave Mass to “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.” Ultimately, 
these needs are fulfilled when we place our trust, in Christ.  
 
We give presents and celebrate parties because we care about those in our lives. So consider this 
year to give gifts that really speak to the deepest needs of those whom you care about. Offer the  
gifts of hope, love, joy and peace in the form of a visit, a call or a helping hand. And let this Advent    
season be a time of dedication and attentiveness. As Saint Paul reminds us, make your hearts firm, 
for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Monday, December 12, 2022 



Tuesday, December 13, 2022  
The Feast of  
Saint Lucy 

Wednesday, December 14, 2021  
The Feast of  

Saint John of the Cross 

Lucy's history has been lost and all we really 
know for certain is that this brave woman who 
lived in Syracuse lost her life during the           
persecution of Christians in the early fourth    
century. Her veneration spread to Rome so that 
by the sixth century the whole Church recognized 
her courage in defense of the faith.  Because   
people wanted to shed light on Lucy's bravery, 
legends began to crop up. The one that has passed 
the test of time tells the story of a young      
Christian woman who vowed to live her life in 
service of Christ. Her mother tried to arrange a 
marriage for her with a pagan and Lucy knew her 
mother could not be swayed by a young girl's 
vow, so she devised a plan to convince her   
mother that Christ was the better partner for life.  
After several prayers at the tomb of Saint Agatha, 
Lucy saw the saint in a dream. St. Agatha told 
Lucy her mother's illness would be cured through 
faith, which Lucy used to persuade her mother to 
give the dowry money to the poor and allow her 
to commit her life to God.  While Lucy and her 
mother were grateful to God, the rejected     
bridegroom was deeply angered and betrayed  
Lucy's faith to the governor Paschasius. The  
governor attempted to force her into defilement at 
a brothel, but the guards who came to take her 
away were unable to move her, even after    
hitching her to a team of oxen.  The guards 
heaped bundles of wood around her, but it would 
not burn.  They finally resorted to their swords 
and Lucy met her death.  Saint Lucy is the patron 
saint of the blind.  She is often depicted holding a 
gold plate holding her eyes and is often seen with 
a palm branch which is a symbol of victory over 
evil.   

 

John is a saint because his life was a heroic effort to 
live up to his name: “of the Cross.” The folly of the 
cross came to full realization in time. “Whoever 
wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up 
his cross, and follow me” (Mark 8:34b) is the story 
of John’s life. The Paschal Mystery—through death 
to life—strongly marks John as reformer, mystic-
poet, and theologian-priest. 

Ordained a Carmelite priest in 1567 at age 25, John 
met Teresa of Avila and like her, vowed himself to 
the primitive Rule of the Carmelites. As partner with 
Teresa and in his own right, John engaged in the 
work of reform, and came to experience the price of 
reform: increasing opposition, misunderstanding, 
persecution, imprisonment. He came to know the 
cross acutely—to experience the dying of Jesus—as 
he sat month after month in his dark, damp, narrow 
cell with only his God.  Yet, the paradox! In this   
dying of imprisonment John came to life, uttering 
poetry. In the darkness of the dungeon, John’s spirit 
came into the Light. There are many mystics, many 
poets; John is unique as mystic-poet, expressing in 
his prison-cross the ecstasy of mystical union with 
God in the Spiritual Canticle. 

But as agony leads to ecstasy, so John had his Ascent 
to Mt. Carmel, as he named it in his prose master-
piece. As man-Christian-Carmelite, he experienced 
in himself this purifying ascent; as spiritual director, 
he sensed it in others; as psychologist-theologian, he 
described and analyzed it in his prose writings. His 
prose works are outstanding in underscoring the cost 
of discipleship, the path of union with God: rigorous 
discipline, abandonment, purification. Uniquely and 
strongly John underlines the gospel paradox: The 
cross leads to resurrection, agony to ecstasy,       
darkness to light, abandonment to possession, denial 
to self to union with God. If you want to save your 
life, you must lose it. John is truly “of the Cross.” He 
died at 49—a life short, but full. 



 

 

Remember in your prayers all those   in 
our parish who are sick, that they may 

find health and comfort:       
 

John Ross, Steven Joyce,                        
Judy Hanley-Brickner, John Wrenn, Augustin   

Cisneros, Thomas Leiter, James Nunez,              
Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans,         
Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  Al Ciani,    

Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           

Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, & Fr. Emilio Salerno. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life.  

The Third Sunday                                
of Advent 

December 11, 2022 
 

         “Strengthen your hearts 
                    in holiness”                         
                 

          Consider a  vocation as a priest,      
                         deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

 

FOCUS: 
 

 

Make your hearts firm, because the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. 

 

  

On Gaudete Sunday we rejoice with all the  
earth in anticipation and preparation for         

Jesus’ birth and the coming of his kingdom. 
We, like John the Baptist, are blessed and in-

cluded in the kingdom of heaven, not             
because of what we do, but what 

Jesus does for us.     

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 
Advent: “Prepare the way for the Lord; 

clear a straight path for him.” 
(Isaiah 40:3; Mark 1:1-3) 

 
 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 
 
 

Join us on Thursday, December 15th at  
7:20—8:50pm in the St. Joseph room of the  

Rectory.   
  

   
  This week’s study will be on: 

The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
Lesson 2. 

   

 

The Gospel readings and study will be conducted 
using the Little Rock Scripture program.                         

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group  
or would like further information, please        

contact us through our email at                                    
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 

All Are Welcome!  
 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed.  Jesus calls us 
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 
What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 
the courage to live each day. 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 
The season of Advent has begun.    
It is a 4-week period of waiting 
and  preparing for the feast of 

Christmas.  During the Season of 
Advent, on of the beautiful signs 

we have in our church is the      
Advent Wreath.  The wreath, 

which has 4 candles, is placed in 
the church and each week a    

candle is lit to remind us of our 
waiting and preparing for           

the birth of Christ. 
 

You are invited to be part of the 
candle lighting ceremony.  You 

can sign up as a family or            
individually.  The candle lighter(s) 
would sit toward the front of the 
church and at the beginning of 

each mass, the priest will call you 
up to light the candle(s) for that 

week of Advent. 
 

There is a sign in the back of the 
church this weekend.  Any       

families, individuals or groups are             
invited to sign up at any of the   

masses to light the advent wreath.   
Please sign up for one of the      

weekend Masses to participate in 
the Advent Wreath Lighting       

Ceremony. 
 

Join us as we renew our desire, 
anticipation and hope for Christ’s    

coming again. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Advent Wreath Candles  
Will burn in memory of: 

 
Ralph & Lucia Borgia 

Rose & Denis Sweeney 
Paul, Esperanza & Joie 

Rino Del Carro 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2022 Schedule 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 
8:00AM   Jan Hengl 
9:30AM   Kelsey Papanicolaou 
 
Saturday, December 24, 2022 
4:00PM   Kristina Soltesz 
6:00PM   Ray & Mary Conlon 
 
Sunday, December 25, 2022 
8:00AM   Minister Needed 
9:30AM   Minister Needed 
11:00AM   Debbi Skinner 
12:30PM   Minister Needed 
 
Saturday, December 31, 2023 
5:00PM   Ray & Mary Conlon 
 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 
8:00AM   Minister Needed 
9:30AM   Minister Needed 
11:00AM   Debbi Skinner 
12:30PM   Minister Needed 
 
 
 

Prayer for Extraordinary Minister  
of Holy Communion 

 
Jesus, bless these hands you have chosen as 

your tools 
 

Jesus, always keep us aware and in awe of 
our sacred mission. 

 

Jesus, always make us worthy of this great 
ministry we have humbly accepted. 

 

Jesus, send us our into the world to distribute 
your love.  

 

 
 
 
 

2023 Mass Book 
 

The 2023 Mass Book is  now open. 
   

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Altar Wine,     
Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles)          

are $60.00 each 
Altar Flowers are $75.00.     

Thank you. 
  

Msgr. Maresca 

Rejoice 



Monday December 19th is Reconciliation Monday. All Churches in our Diocese will be     
hearing confessions. Here in St. Francis of Assisi, we will be hearing confessions from 

1:00pm to 3:00pm and 6:00pm to 9:00pm. 
 

Please take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to receive forgiveness for sins and the 
grace of the Sacrament to be a faithful disciple of the Lord. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFT TO MY               
C HURCH 

 
Next weekend, December 17th and 18th,  

we will have a second collection for  
My Christmas Gift to My Church. 

 

In the past, you have been most generous  
in supporting our parish and the many    

programs and services we offer.  God has 
blessed us in so many wonderful ways. 
We have received many gifts, but the 

BEST gift we have been given is the gift of 
JESUS.  His unconditional love, His care 
and concern for each of us is priceless! 

 
Please take some time to carefully  

reflect on what you are able to give in 
appreciation for all God’s gifts. 

 
 

Please be mindful that there are    
people who come to church early      

in order to pray.  Please show 

 respect by observing silence. 



 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection                                 $4,211.00 
      Second Collection-Fuel                   $1,079.00 
 
 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed 
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).   
Your generosity and support are greatly     

appreciated 
 

Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged 
$39,411and paid $36,928.  

 

 If you  have not donated to the appeal, 
please prayerfully consider what you can 
contribute to help us reach our goal.  The  
appeal ends in December, but it would be 
nice to have reached our goal before that 

time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Flower envelopes may be            
returned in any collection.  Please be sure    
to write the nams(s) legibly.  The list of 

names will be placed in the Bulletin. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

When lighting the candles at the statues, 
whether in the back of Church or the front  
of Church, if the lighter does not work or    

if it’s broken, PLEASE let one of the       
sacristans know so it can be replaced. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

 
Christmas Mass Remembrance      

envelopes can be returned in any    
collection.  Please mark the envelope 
with the name(s) of those you want 

remembered, (living or deceased), in 
the Christmas Novena of Mass. 

The envelopes will be placed on the 
altar for the Novena of Masses. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

December 11-December 17  
 
 

Sunday, December 11 
8:00AM-Holy Name Mass 
9;30AM-Pre-Confirmation Mass 
9:30AM-Children’s Liturgy 
10:40-12:00 noon CCD 
 

Monday, December 12 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, December 13 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
8:00PM Knights of Columbus Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 14 
7:00PM– SFA Academy Christmas Show-MCH 
7:00PM Baptism Class 
 

Thursday, December 15 
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR 
6:00PM I.A.C.A.– SFR-Christmas Party 
7:00PM SFA Academy Christmas Show-MCH 
7:20PM –Scripture Study 
 

Friday, December 16 
 

Saturday, December 17 
Christmas Tree Lighting after 5:00PM Mass 

 
 

December 18-December 24  
 
 

Sunday, December 18 
9:30AM-Children’s Liturgy 
10:40-12:00 noon CCD 
1:30PM—Baptisms 
 

Monday, December 19 
12:00-3:30PM—Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 21 

 

Thursday, December 22 
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR 
 

Friday, December 23 
 

Saturday, December 24 
4:00PM SFACA Christmas Pagent 
4:00PM Christmas Eve Family Mass 
6:00PM Christmas Vigil Mass 
 

  









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church 
by memorializing a Christmas wreath during the  

Christmas season. 
 

Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and fences  
outside that surround the Church. 

 

Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath. 
 

Donations required to memorialize a wreath: 
Outdoor  Christmas Wreath: $65 
Indoor Christmas Wreaths:  $80 

 
 
 

Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 10, 2022 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
Name _____________________________________ Contact # __________________ 

In Thanksgiving  of ___________________________________________ 
In Loving Memory  of _________________________________________ 
From (optional) ________________________________________________ 

 - Please print neatly -  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Giving Trees 
 

Thanks to Kelsey and the Youth Group, the Advent Giving Trees have been set up in the    
front and back of church and decorated with colored Tags.. 

 
 Each color Tag identifies the charity that will receive the gifts.  

Please tape the Tag to the unwrapped gift purchased  
and place it under the Giving Tree  

before or after any one of the Masses. 
 

THE GREEN TREES (MARGAURITE’S PANTRY) 
 MUST BE RETURNED BY DECEMBER 16TH. 

 
ALL OTHER GIFTS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH. 

 

 
  We thank you for always being so generous and helping 



 

 

Christmas Tree Lighting 
 

The lighting of our parish Christmas Tree      
will be after the 5:00PM Mass on 

Saturday, December 17, 2022. 
This year pushing the button to light our        

tree will be Ray & Mary Conlon. 
 

RAY & Mary are long time parishioners  
who joined our parish in 1978. 

 
Please join us for this festive  

celebration on the “Great lawn.”  

 


