
 
SUNDAY,       December 25 – The Nativity of the Lord                           
8:00 A.M.       Christmas Novena 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     The Kos Family 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                      Calogero Gio Filomena Cutoio 
                      Antonio Bruno 
                      Carmela Della 
                      Elia Filomena Cinquemani 
                      Salvatore Giovanna Cinquemani 
                      Piraneo Angela Carmela 
                      Graci Gerlanda     
                                                         
MONDAY,      December 26 –  St. Stephen                                                
9:00 A.M.        Chriatmas Novena      
 
TUESDAY,      December 27– St. John, Apostle and 
                                                                    Evangelist                                              
9:00 A.M.        Christmas Novena 
 
WEDNESDAY, December 28– The Holy Innocents 
9:00 A.M.         Christmas Novena 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    December 29 -Weekday                                                                                                                                                                                        
9:00 A.M.         Christmas Novena 
 
FRIDAY,           December 30 – The Holy Family 
                                        of Jesus, Mary and Joseph                                             
9:00 A.M.         Christmas Novena 

  
SATURDAY,    December 31– Weekday                                       
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                       Christmas Novena                                                                      
 
5:00 P.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
 
SUNDAY,         January 1- The Solemnity of Mary                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:00 A.M.       All the Souls in Purgatory  
9:30 A.M.       Christmas Novena 
11:00 A.M.     Nick Lucarelli 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                      Concetta Saraceni 
                      Camilla Della 
                      Alfonso Calogero Annibale 
                      Steven Demetriou  

Mass Intention 

The  Nativity of the Lord 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

The Nativity of the Lord 
   
                            
        Isaiah  52:7-10 
                     Hebrews 1:1-6 
        John 1:1-18  
                 
 
    

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 
                                    Matthew 10:17-22 
                                    
TUESDAY:  1 John 1:1-14                              
                                   John 20:1a, 2-8 
 
WEDNESDAY:           1 John 1:5-2:2 
                                    Matthew 2:13-18 
    
THURSDAY:  1 John 2:3-11 
                                    Luke 2:22-35                                            
 
FRIDAY:  Sirach 32-6, 12-14 
   Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23                                             
    
SATURDAY:              1 John 2:18-21 
                            John 1:1-18 
 
 
 

The Solemnity of Mary 
 

   
        Numbers 6:22-27 
                     Galatians 4:4-7 
        Luke 2:16-21  



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
It is so good for all of us to be here on this Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. A warm      
welcome to those of you from out of town visiting family, and welcome to those who hold 
family so dear to be with them to celebrate Christmas. 
 
The birth of our Savior drew little attention the night it took place outside the city of       
Bethlehem. Had the shepherds nearby not been jolted by God’s messenger and a chorus of 
angels, Jesus’ birth might have gone totally unnoticed. Yet, here we gather over two thousand 
years later to praise a humble birth that turned out to shake the earth to its core. Here we 
gather to celebrate the great God-man event that would forever change the world. 
 
It is God’s great desire that the birth of the Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, 
Prince of Peace, take root in every heart. 
 
More than at any other time of the year, there exists among most people a sense of joy,     
contentment and happiness at Christmas. Certainly the carols, the lights, the warm hearths 
and family gatherings reinforce this sense of love, harmony and peace among us. 
 
The challenge for us as followers of the Christ Child is to harness this sense of joy and love 
and let it permeate our hearts and souls throughout the entire year. The world cannot afford 
for us, as faithful stewards of the almighty God dwelling within us, to put it all back in the 
attic of our lives like we do with all the lights, ornaments and decorations of the season. 
 
We must be heralds of the Good News of our salvation in Jesus Christ to a world that is still 
dwelling too much in darkness. Let us ask Him to show us how to follow in His footsteps, in 
the way marked out for each of us individually, as we strive to live as God’s beloved    
daughters and sons. 
 
A Blessed Christmas to you and your families! 
 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



Merry Christmas 
From the Priests, Deacons and Staff. 

All are invited to join the parish family in celebrating 

the Feast of Christmas. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to come together to 

worship as a parish family welcoming our new born 

Savior into our lives. 



 
 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 

Today we celebrate Christmas Day, the birth of our Savior, Jesus.  Let us 
join our voices with the heavenly choir in singing Gloria in Excelsus Deo. Let 
us thank God for sending his Son to save us, and spend time with family 
and other loved ones. Let us also take time throughout this Christmas     
season to ponder the mystery of the Incarnation and open our hearts to the 
depths of God’s love. 
 
We do this by intentionally making quiet time for prayer, so that our hearts 
may truly become a welcome home for Christ. The more we open our hearts 
to Christ’s light and love through prayer, the more we will be able to see and 
understand the things in life that are of greatest importance. The more we 
open ourselves to Christ, the better able we will become at recognizing how 
he is always with us and at work in our lives and the lives of others. The 
more we open ourselves to Christ, the more we will see all people as our    
sisters and brothers, and love them as such. 
 
As we celebrate this Christmas Day and this Christmas season, may our 
eyes and hearts be open to Christ, the true Light of the World. May we see 
the many ways that Christ’s love surrounds us. May we let our light shine by 
sharing His love and light with all we meet.  
 
Merry Christmas to you and your families! 
 
 

All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2022 Schedule 
 
Sunday, December 25, 2022 
8:00AM   Minister Needed 
9:30AM   Deacon 
11:00AM   Debbi Skinner 
12:30PM   Minister Needed 
 
Saturday, December 31, 2023 
5:00PM   Ray & Mary Conlon 
 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 
8:00AM   Minister Needed 
9:30AM   Deacon 
11:00AM   Debbi Skinner 
12:30PM   Minister Needed 
 

Prayer for Extraordinary Minister  
of Holy Communion 

 

Jesus, bless these hands you have chosen as 
your tools 

 

Jesus, always keep us aware and in awe of 
our sacred mission. 

 

Jesus, always make us worthy of this great 
ministry we have humbly accepted. 

 

Jesus, send us our into the 
world to distribute your 

love.  

“As the number of disciples continued to grow, 
the Greek-speaking Christians complained 
against the Hebrew-speaking Christians, saying 
that their widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution. So the Twelve called together 
the community of the disciples and said, ‘It is 
not right for us to neglect the word of God to 
serve at table. Brothers, select from among you 
seven reputable men, filled with the Spirit and 
wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, 
whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer 
and to the ministry of the word.’ The proposal 
was acceptable to the whole community, so 
they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and 
the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 6:1-5).  Acts of the 
Apostles says that Stephen was a man filled 
with grace and power, who worked great    
wonders among the people. Certain Jews, 
members of the Synagogue of Roman     
Freedmen, debated with Stephen, but proved 
no match for the wisdom and spirit with which 
he spoke. They persuaded others to make the 
charge of blasphemy against him. He was 
seized and carried before the Sanhedrin.  In his 
speech, Stephen recalled God’s guidance 
through Israel’s history, as well as Israel’s    
idolatry and disobedience. He then claimed that 
his persecutors were showing this same spirit. 
“…you always oppose the holy Spirit; you are 
just like your ancestors” (Acts 7:51b).  Ste-
phen’s speech brought anger from the crowd. 
“But he, filled with the holy Spirit, looked up  
intently to heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 
and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God.’ …They threw him out of the 
city, and began to stone him. …As they were 
stoning Stephen, he called out, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’ …‘Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them’” (Acts 7:55-56, 58a, 59, 60b). 

Monday, December 26, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint Stephen 



Tuesday, December 27, 2022  
The Feast of  

Saint John the Apostle & Evangelist 

Wednesday, December 28, 2022  
The Feast of  

The Holy Innocents 

Herod “the Great,” king of Judea, was unpopular 
with his people because of his connections with the 
Romans and his religious indifference. Hence he 
was insecure and fearful of any threat to his throne. 
He was a master politician and a tyrant capable of 
extreme brutality. He killed his wife, his brother, and 
his sister’s two husbands, to name only a few. 

Matthew 2:1-18 tells this story: Herod was “greatly 
troubled” when astrologers from the east came     
asking the whereabouts of “the newborn king of the 
Jews,” whose star they had seen. They were told that 
the Jewish Scriptures named Bethlehem as the place 
where the Messiah would be born. Herod cunningly 
told them to report back to him so that he could also 
“do him homage.” They found Jesus, offered him 
their gifts, and warned by an angel, avoided Herod 
on their way home. Jesus escaped to Egypt. 

Herod became furious and “ordered the massacre of 
all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years 
old and under.” The horror of the massacre and the 
devastation of the mothers and fathers led Matthew 
to quote Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for 
her children…” (Matthew 2:18). Rachel was the 
wife of Jacob (Israel). She is pictured as weeping at 
the place where the Israelites were herded together 
by the conquering Assyrians for their march into 
captivity. 

The Holy Innocents are few in comparison to the 
genocide and abortion of our day. But even if there 
had been only one, we recognize the greatest      
treasure God put on the earth—a human person,   
destined for eternity, and graced by Jesus’ death and          
resurrection.  

The vocation of John and his brother James is stated 
very simply in the Gospels, along with that of Peter 
and his brother Andrew: Jesus called them; they   
followed. For the three former fishermen—Peter, 
James and John—that faith was to be rewarded by a 
special friendship with Jesus. They alone were   
privileged to be present at the Transfiguration, the 
raising of the daughter of Jairus and the agony in 
Gethsemane. But John’s friendship was even more 
special.John’s own Gospel refers to him as “the dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved” (see John 13:23; 19:26; 
20:2), the one who reclined next to Jesus at the Last 
Supper, and the one to whom Jesus gave the exquis-
ite honor of caring for his mother, as John stood   
beneath the cross. “Woman, behold your son….   
Behold, your mother” (John 19:26b, 27b). 

John was with Peter when the first great miracle  
after the Resurrection took place—the cure of the 
man crippled from birth—which led to their    
spending the night in jail together. The mysterious 
experience of the Resurrection is perhaps best     
contained in the words of Acts: “Observing the   
boldness of Peter and John and perceiving them to 
be uneducated, ordinary men, they [the questioners] 
were amazed, and they recognized them as the com-
panions of Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 

The Apostle John is traditionally considered the   
author also of three New Testament letters and the 
Book of Revelation. His Gospel is a very personal 
account. He sees the glorious and divine Jesus      
already in the incidents of his mortal life. At the Last 
Supper, John’s Jesus speaks as if he were already in 
heaven. John’s is the Gospel of Jesus’ glory. 

 



The Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom and the grace of God was upon Him. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Luke 2:40 

The Feast of the 
Holy Family or 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 

Friday, December 30, 2022 



 

Remember in your prayers all those   in 
our parish who are sick, that they may 

find health and comfort:       
 

John Ross, Steven Joyce,                        
Judy Hanley-Brickner, John Wrenn, Augustin   

Cisneros, Thomas Leiter, James Nunez,              
Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans,         
Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  Al Ciani,    

Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           

Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, & Fr. Emilio Salerno. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life. The Nativity of                                 
The Lord 

 December 25, 2022 
 

           “It is by God’s will that  
           we have been sanctified ”                         
                 

          Consider a  vocation as a priest,      
                         deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

 

FOCUS: 
 
 

Christ lights the wat to freedom               
and salvation. 

 
In a world of darkness, we wander blindly, 

getting even more lost.  John’s Gospel brings 
hope to a dreary world.  The word light     

appears five times in the space of five vers-
es.  Christ, the true light, has come to save 
us.  Turn to Jesus, the Word made flesh, let 

Him fan your flickering candle into a steady 
glow to light the path to salvation.   

God waits with open arms.  
 

  

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

Advent: “Prepare the way for the Lord; 
clear a straight path for him.” 

(Isaiah 40:3; Mark 1:1-3) 
 
 

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 
 
 
 
 

    Dear SFA Friends and Family. 
  
 

The Scripture Study group will not meet during the 
Christmas holiday.  We will continue our study of 
the Book of the Prophet Isaiah when we return on 

Thursday, January 12, 2023.  Join us in the new year  
 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group  
or would like further information, please        

contact us through our email at                                    
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 

All Are Welcome!  
 

 

Wishing all our fellow parishioners a 
Blessed Christmas.  

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the     

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time,       
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled   

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed.  Jesus calls us 
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 
What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 
the courage to live each day. 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection                                 $4,499.00 
      2nd Collection-Gift to My Church      
       $5,738.00 
 

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Flower envelopes may be            
returned in any collection.  Please be sure    
to write the names(s) legibly.  The list of 

names will be placed in the Bulletin. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn  
 

For each car, truck or van, running or not,  
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per 

vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a  
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or  

neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would 
like to dispose of.   

 
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at  

(718) 491-2525. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed 
to the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).   
Your generosity and support are greatly     

appreciated 
 

Our goal is $41,679 and we have pledged 
$39,753 and paid $38,708.  

 

 If you  have not donated to the appeal, 
please prayerfully consider what you can 
contribute to help us reach our goal.  The  
appeal ends in December, but it would be 
nice to have reached our goal before that 

time. 

 

 
 
 
 

2023 Mass Book 
 

The 2023 Mass Book is  now open. 
   

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Altar Wine,     
Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles)          

are $60.00 each 
Altar Flowers are $75.00.     

Thank you. 
  

Msgr. Maresca 

Christmas Mass Remembrance      
envelopes can be returned in any    

collection.  Please mark the envelope 
with the name(s) of those you want 

remembered , (living or deceased), in 
the Christmas Novena of Mass. 

The envelopes will be placed on the 
altar for the Novena of Masses. 



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

December 25-December 31  
 
 

Sunday, December 25 
NO Children’s Liturgy 
NO CCD 
 

Monday, December 26 
 

Tuesday, December 27 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 28 

 

Thursday, December 29 
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR 
 

Friday, December 30 
 

Saturday, December 31 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

January 1—January 7  
 
 

Sunday, January 1 
NO Children’s Liturgy 
NO CCD 
 

Monday, January 2 
Holiday—School & Rectory Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, January 3 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, January 4 

 

Thursday, January 5 
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR 
6:00PM—I.A.C.A. 
 

Friday, January 6 
First Friday—School Mass 
 

Saturday, January 7 
6:00-7:30PM—Youth Group Meeting 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, December 24
th

 
Christmas Eve 

 

9:00am 
4:00pm ~ Family Mass 

     6:00pm ~ Christmas Mass 
 

Sunday, December 25
th

 
 

Christmas Day 
 

8:00am 
9:30am, 11:00am & 

12:30pm (Italian Mass) 
 

Saturday, December 31
st 

New Years Eve 
 

9:00am 
No Confession 

5:00pm 
 

Sunday, January 1
st
 
 

New Years Day 
 

8:00am 
9:30am, 11:00am & 

12:30pm (Italian Mass) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECTORY SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve),  9:AM-Noon 
Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day), Closed 

Monday, December 26, Closed 
 

The week of December 26—December 30, the Rectory 
will close at 5:00pm.  There will be no evening hours 

this week. 
 

Saturday, December 31 (New Years Eve),  9:00AM-Noon 
Sunday, January 1 (New Years Day),  Closed 

Monday, January 2,  Closed 
 

The Rectory office will resume the regular hours on 
Tuesday, January 3, 2023 at 9:00am. 

 



 

 

 
 

THANK YOU to all who supported the Advent Giving Tree this year.  
You will truly brighten the lives of many adults and children this Christmas Day.  

Your generosity is truly and inspiration and a wonderful expression of our      wel-
coming Christ Our Savior into our lives this Christmas Season. 

 
I want to express my thanks to those who have given their time to make this        

program a success, especially Kelsey Papaneculoua, Nicholas Mistretta and the 
5th—8th Grade children. 

 
Thank you to Andrea and Mario for their assistance in preparing for the               

celebration of Christmas in our parish. 
 

May God bless each of you. 






