
 
SUNDAY,       January 8 – The Epiphany of the Lord                           
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Mark Martin O’Neill 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                      Guiseppe Saraceni 
                      Concetta Saraceni 
                      Rocco DeGrandis     
                                                         
MONDAY,      January 9 –  The Baptism of the Lord                                              
9:00 A.M.        Rosario Giacopelli      
 
TUESDAY,      January 10– Weekday                                              
9:00 A.M.        Joseph Schlosser 
 
WEDNESDAY, January 11– Weekday 
9:00 A.M.         Margaret Milovic 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    January 12—Weekday                                                                                                                                                                                        
9:00 A.M.         Mary Bergen 
 
FRIDAY,           January 13 – Weekday                                             
9:00 A.M.         Rosanna Sansone 

  
SATURDAY,    January 14– Weekday                                       
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                       Yolanda Palazzolo                                                                      
                       Gunter Faber 
                       The Cu Family 
 
5:00 P.M.      For the People of St. Francis 
 
SUNDAY,         January 15 - The Second Sunday in 
                                                 Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:00 A.M.        Kevin Oleaga 

9:30 A.M.        Raffaele Martello 
11:00 A.M.      Giuseppina Cervegnano  
12:30 P.M.      Rino Del Carro 
                       Amadio Trentini 
                       Maria Ciluffo 
                       San Antonio Abate 
                      
    

Mass Intention 

The  Epiphany of the Lord 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
   
                            
        Isaiah 60:1-6 
                     Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
        Matthew 2:1-12  
 
    

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
                                    Matthew 3:13-17 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Hebrews 2:5-12                              
                                    Mark 1:21-28 
 
WEDNESDAY:            Hebrews 2:14-18 
                                     Mark 1:29-39 
    
THURSDAY:   Hebrews 3:7-14 
                                     Mark 1:40-45                                           
 
FRIDAY:   Hebrews 4:1-5, 11 
    Mark 2:1-12                                             
    
SATURDAY:               Hebrews 4:12-16 
                            Mark 2:13-17 
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   
        Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 
                     1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
        John 1:29-34  



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 

Today’s scriptural story is so familiar to us. Each year, we hear this account of wise men from the 
East coming to meet the Holy Family. 
 
To appreciate the lessons they teach, we must focus first on roots of the epiphany from Greek, the 
language of Matthew’s Gospel. This word means to make manifest, to reveal. Thus, our question  
becomes: How can this story further make manifest what our own discipleship can be? For now we 
will narrow our attention to two responses. 
 
First, the Magi teach us that discipleship requires persistence and perseverance. It is unlikely that 
any of us here have ridden a camel, even for one day. By all accounts, riding this creature for      
hundreds of miles through deserts bathed by sun and chilled by frigid nights, plus encountering   
spur of the moment sandstorms, comprises a most unpleasant experience. Yet, these men continued 
day after day. Neither the dangers and hardships of the desert nor the ordeal of traveling by camel 
deterred their desire to honor the newborn King of the Jews. 
 
God may not ask us to take perilous journeys across deserts, but we have our own challenges. Like 
the Magi, will we persevere? In the face of life’s disappointments, discouragements, and even our 
failures at discipleship, will we still honor our commitments? Discipleship of Jesus is not always an 
easy choice. The Magi show us what it takes to stay on the path.  
 
The story’s second insight flows out of the first. Why did the Magi continue on their search? There 
was a reason. They had gifts to bring; and so do we. Like the Wise Men, the decision to be a disciple 
creates the opportunity to bring the best we have to God. For these ancient travelers, their gifts were 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. What do you bring to the child born in Bethlehem? 
 
You need not think of your best as being something material. For example, your best could be an 
increased willingness to give your time for the service of your parish, your work place and service  
to others. Or, perhaps, you could offer your unique skills to enhance the quality of others’ lives. 
Time spent in charitable work is time well spent. Those who possess the gift of being present to the 
elderly might spend a couple of hours each week visiting those members of God’s family living in 
nursing homes.  
 
These possibilities are cited just to help jump start your thinking. The discipleship of the Magi 
prompts us to consider this question: What is the best in me that I can bring to God through service 
to His people? Yes, the story is about engaging happenings long ago, but in reality it is far more. It 
is a story for us today. Ask God to guide you toward becoming wise women and wise men, who are 
truly committed disciples to the Son of God born in Bethlehem. 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



January 8, 2023 



The Baptism of the Lord-Monday, January 9, 2023 

 

 
”As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water. Suddenly the 
heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and resting on Him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased!” Matthew 3:16-17  
 
"Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold;  My chosen one in whom My Soul     
delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the     
nations.” Isaiah 42:1 NASB 
 
According to Isaiah, God the Father put His own Spirit upon the Messiah    
(“I have put My Spirit upon him” – Isaiah 42:1). Here we see that our only 
true God the Father spoke from heaven while His own omnipresent Spirit  
descended like a dove upon the man Christ Jesus. Thus we only see One  
Divine Person who is our Heavenly Father speaking and descending from 
heaven upon one human person. For God’s Divine Person (“My Soul” = One 
Divine Person in Isaiah 42:1) also became one human person via incarnation 
through the virgin (Heb. 1:3 states that Jesus “…is the brightness of His  
glory and the express image of His Person,” i.e. The Father’s Divine Person 
became a human person). 



 

 

Remember in your prayers all those   in 
our parish who are sick, that they may 

find health and comfort:       
 

John Ross, Steven Joyce,                        
Judy Hanley-Brickner, John Wrenn, Augustin   

Cisneros, Thomas Leiter, James Nunez,              
Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans,         
Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  Al Ciani,    

Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           

Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, & Fr. Emilio Salerno. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life. The               
Epiphany of the Lord 

January 8, 2023 
 

        “This is My beloved Son                        
       in whom I am well pleased ”                         
                 

          Consider a  vocation as a priest,      
                         deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

 

FOCUS: 
 
 

The Lord shines His light on each of us    
for the good of all. 

 
Today’s feast illuminates God’s particular 
revelations for the good of all.  God chose 

one nation, the people of Israel, to be a   
light for all peoples, God revealed Jesus     

as king to the Magi in a feast we celebrate 
today.  As God continues to touch and    

bless each of us, let us consider how His 
light  may shine through us to others.  

 

  

    

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

1st Time: 
 

Kelsey Papanicoloua 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Astoria, NY 
 

And 
 

Nicholas Mistretta 
St. Francis of Assisi   

Astoria, NY 

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

“Prepare to way for the Lord; 
clear a straight path for him.” (mark 1:1-3) 

 
THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 

 
 
 
 

    Join us on Thursday, January 12, 2023, at           
7:20-8:20 in the St. Joseph room of the rectory.  This 

week’s study will be on the Book of Isaiah,       
Chapters 5-11.  Come join us in the new year.   

 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group  
or would like further information, please        

contact us through our email at                                    
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 
 

All Are Welcome!  
 

 

 
Wishing all our fellow parishioners a 

Very Happy & Safe New Year. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed.  Jesus calls us 
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 
What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 
the courage to live each day. 

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,            
gathers in worship and witnesses the   

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each  person’s gift of time,          
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled  

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection                                $4,156.00 
   2nd Collection-Solemnity of Mary    $1,020.00 
       

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Next weekend, January 14th and 15th,  
the second collection will be for fuel to 

keep our church warm in the winter 
months. 

 
Please be as generous as your means allow.    

 

 
 
 
 

2023 Mass Book 
 

The 2023 Mass Book is  now open. 
   

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Altar Wine,     
Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles)          

are $60.00 each 
Altar Flowers are $75.00.     

Thank you. 
  

Msgr. Maresca 

 
 

MASS COUNTS FOR THE 
MONTH OF DECEMBER 2022 

 

Just a reminder that we are counting the 
people at every mass each weekend and re-
porting the average attendance at each Mass 

each month. 
 

The average attendance for the month of 
December 2022: 

 
5:00pm 96 
 

8:00am 50 
 

9:30am 144 
 

11:00am 95 
 

12:30pm 68 
 
Christmas Eve 
4:00pm 390 
 

6:00pm 227 





 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

January 15—January 21  
 
 

Sunday, January 15 
NO Children’s Liturgy 
NO CCD 
 

Monday, January 16 
Martin Luther King Day 
Rectory Office & School Closed 
 

Tuesday, January 17 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, January 18 

 

Thursday, January 19 
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR 
6:00PM—I.A.C.A. 
7:20-8:50PM—Scripture Study 
 

Friday, January 20 

Girl Scout Raingutter Regatta 
Father/Daughter Dance 
 

Saturday, January 21 

9:00AM Confirmation Retreat 

  

 
 

January 8—January 14  
 
 

Sunday, January 8 
NO Children’s Liturgy 
10:40-12 Noon CCD 
 

Monday, January 9 
12:00-3:30PM Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, January 10 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
8:00PM Knights of Columbus 
 

Wednesday, January 11 

7:00PM Baptism Class 
 

Thursday, January 12 
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR 
6:00PM—I.A.C.A. 
7:20-8:50PM—Scripture Study 
 

Friday, January 13 

 

Saturday, January 14 









We are grateful to all who donated toward the flowers. 
 

Your generosity has helped us decorate our church for the  
Christmas season.  

 
 





 

Knights of Columbus 
New York State Council 

 
Charitable & Benevolent Raffle Winners—2022 

 
$25,000 Prize  William T. Conner 
 
$10,000 Prize  Gabriel Rainone 
 
$5,000   Prize  Brendan Dolan 
 
$1,000   Prize  William Babbage, Hank Maher, Kenneth Hynes, 
    Gerard M. Reilly, Jr., Joseph Conelli, Michael Salaby, 
    James, Pulsoni, Shirley Vargas, Laurie Kimbler and 
    Diana Casey 
 
 

Thank you for supporting the Charitable & Benevolent Program! 


