
 
SUNDAY,       February 5 – The Fifth Sunday in 
                                                Ordinary Time                            
8:00 A.M.       All the Souls in Purgatory 
9:30 A.M.       Marie Salamone 
11:00 A.M.     Vincenzo Gentile 
12:30 P.M.     Rino Del Carro 
                      Giacinta Ciancio 
                      Lidia Perrone 
                      Giovanni Maria DiBenedetto  
                                                                                   
MONDAY,      February 6 –  Weekday                                              
9:00 A.M.        Peggy Cleary      
 
TUESDAY,      February 7– Weekday                                              
9:00 A.M.        John Purich 
 
WEDNESDAY, February 8– Weekday 
9:00 A.M.         Adrian Paoline 
 
 
 

THURSDAY,    February 9—Weekday                                                                                                                                                                                        
9:00 A.M.         Carmen Muscat 
 
FRIDAY,           February 10 – Weekday                                             
9:00 A.M.         Dana Marusic 

  
SATURDAY,    February 11– Our Lady of Lourdes                                       
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                       Antonina Kos 
                       Rose D’Amico 
                       Louise McCann                                        
                       
5:00 P.M.      Dominick Borgia 
 
SUNDAY,         February 12 - The Sixth Sunday in 
                                                 Ordinary Time                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:00 A.M.        Holy Name 

9:30 A.M.        For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.      Desolina Conti  
12:30 P.M.      125th Anniversary of  
                        The Knights of Columbus  
                        Council #309        
                          

Mass Intention 

The  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
 
        Isaiah 58:7-10 
                     1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
        Matthew 5:13-16  
                
    

Readings for the Week 
 
MONDAY:  Genesis 1:1-19 
                                    Mark 6:53-56 
                                    
TUESDAY:  Genesis 1:20-2:4a                             
                                    Mark 7:1-13 
 
WEDNESDAY:            Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-17 
                                     Mark 7:14-23 
    
THURSDAY:   Genesis 2:18-25 
                                     Mark 7:24-30                                           
 
FRIDAY:   Genesis 3:1-8 
    Mark 7:31-37                                             
    
SATURDAY:               Genesis 3:9-24 
                            Mark 8:1-10 
 
 
 

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

   
        Sirach 15:15-20 
                     1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
        Matthew 5:17-37  

 



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
It is striking that the two elements that Jesus uses in today’s Gospel in teaching the disciples 
are so common and universal. Yet, neither salt nor light change the basic structure of that to 
which they are applied. They only bring out what is already there. A world without light 
could not survive, much less create and sustain life. A world without salt would be flat, bland, 
and tasteless. Christians are to be anything but bland! 
 
Salt and light. To those who call for peace and understanding, the challenge posed by Jesus is 
clear. His words are not addressed simply to the disciples. They are addressed to you and me. 
His words are urgent: You are the light of the world. 
 
However, in Jesus’ use of salt and light as images, there is a warning. His warning has       
everything to do with discipleship, in his day and in ours. The warning is about useless,      
flavorless salt and light which is withheld or kept to oneself. Jesus has no use for those who 
would keep the light and salt to themselves for their own edification. This is a call to         
discipleship which is courageous, public, and obvious to all. This is a call that requires daily 
commitment, courageous decisions, and public service. When discipleship is lived in this 
way, it can truly be said that disciples make a difference in the world. 
 
Like, St. Paul, we are called to proclaim the Gospel, to place ourselves at the service of God’s 
word. Like St. Paul, we are called to the ministry of bringing good news to places of dark-
ness, to be spice and flavor where the world is bland. We have countless God given gifts and 
like St. Paul, each of us has a birthright given by God, an innate ability to make a difference. 
 
When the disciples at last chose to be light and salt they become a force to be reckoned with. 
When we, as disciples of Christ, choose likewise, we, too, can change the world. When the 
day comes that we are called home to be with God, may we be counted among those who 
made the world a better place. May we hear the voice of God say, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant” (Mt. 25:21). 
 

 

All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



  Welcome New Parishioners 
 

We welcome those who registered in our parish during  
the month of  January 2023. 

 

Elida & Lucio Almeida Viuchima 
 

  Baptisms 

The following have passed away during the month of January 2023.   
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish. 

 
 

John Clemente  
Vito Vicari 

Christine Broderick 
 

The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial  
Society for the month of  January 2023.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for their families. 
 
 

Jason Abbenante 
 

Recently Deceased 

 

We welcome those who were Baptized during the  
month of January 2023. 

 
 
 
 

John Joseph Roeder 
Zoey Karen Orosz 

Oliver Raul Corleto Farrat 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to those who were married  in our Parish  
in the month of January 2023.  

 

Nicholas Thomas Mistretta 
&  

Kelsey Eileen Papanicolaou 
 

  

  Purgatorials 

 Marriage 



Saturday, February 11, 2023  
The Feast of  

Our Lady of Lourdes 

On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed the dogma of the Immaculate Conception in the 
apostolic constitution Ineffabilis Deus. A little more than three years later, on February 11, 1858, a 
young lady appeared to Bernadette Soubirous. This began a series of visions. During the apparition 
on March 25, the lady identified herself with the words: “I am the Immaculate Conception.”          
Bernadette was a sickly child of poor parents. Their practice of the Catholic faith was scarcely more 
than lukewarm. Bernadette could pray the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Creed. She also knew 
the prayer of the Miraculous Medal: “O Mary conceived without sin.”  During interrogations          
Bernadette gave an account of what she saw. It was “something white in the shape of a girl.” She 
used the word aquero, a dialect term meaning “this thing.” It was “a pretty young girl with a rosary 
over her arm.” Her white robe was encircled by a blue girdle. She wore a white veil. There was a 
yellow rose on each foot. A rosary was in her hand. Bernadette was also impressed by the fact that 
the lady did not use the informal form of address (tu), but the polite form (vous). The humble virgin 
appeared to a humble girl and treated her with dignity.  Through that humble girl, Mary revitalized 
and continues to revitalize the faith of millions of people. People began to flock to Lourdes from oth-
er parts of France and from all over the world. In 1862 Church authorities confirmed the authenticity 
of the apparitions and authorized the cult of Our Lady of Lourdes for the diocese. The Feast of Our 
Lady of Lourdes became worldwide in 1907. 

O glorious Mother of God, so powerful under your special title of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
to you we raise our hearts and hands to implore your powerful intercession in obtaining 
from the gracious heart of Jesus all the helps and graces necessary for our spiritual and 

temporal welfare and for the special favor we so earnestly seek. 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us. 
Saint Bernadette, pray for us. 



 

 

Remember in your prayers all those   in 
our parish who are sick, that they may 

find health and comfort:       
 

John Ross, Steven Joyce,                        
Judy Hanley-Brickner, John Wrenn, Augustin   

Cisneros, Thomas Leiter, James Nunez,              
Vincent Wytak, Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans,         
Marie LoVolpe, Jessica St. Preux,  Al Ciani,    

Alesha Moses, Nancy McCaffrey,                       
Christopher Wojtalik, Theresa Pacheco,             

William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,      
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,           

Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,                
John Carmody, Rosario Duran, Vivian Papa,      

Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali, Tim Graham, 
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  

Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,             
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Margaret Culhane,  Benedicto Randazzo,  
Angelo Niakas, Peter Lopez, & Fr. Emilio Salerno. 

                    
Also remember in your prayers all the  

deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  

religious life,  diaconate, and married life. The Fourth Sunday 
In Ordinary Time               
January 29, 2023 

 

   “You are the body of Christ and                        
        individually members of it ”                         
                 

          Consider a  vocation as a priest,      
                         deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at  (718) 827-2454     
or                                                

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

 

FOCUS: 
 
 
 

Your light must shine before others. 
 
 

In both the Old and New Testaments,       
the secret to knowing the love of God is         
revealed: Share and love as God loves.  
God wants everyone to know the peace   
and joy we experience because He loves   
us and lights our way.  He didn’t give us 
His love to keep; we must share it with    
others.   The mystery is, the more we     

share His love and light, the more            
we know how loved we are. 

 

  

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please  
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 

wave to people in the pews. Return to you 
seat in silence and use this special time for 
prayer and thanksgiving.  Reflect that you 
have received the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with 
you. Please observe a prayerful silence. 

 
Also, remember that after you have         

received Holy Communion, step aside and 
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk 
back to the pew with the host in your hand. 

Again as you are on line to receive Holy 
Communion, it is a time to think about who 

you are receiving and thanking Jesus for 
this wonderful gift of Himself in                

the Eucharist.  

 

    
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, February 12
th
, the 8:00am Mass 

is the Holy Name Mass. The mission of  
the Holy Name Society is to promote devo-

tion and reverence for the Holy Name of 
God and Jesus. What better way than to       

participate in the Holy Name Monthly 
Mass. All are  invited to join in this          

celebration. 



 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
SCRIPTURE STUDY 

 

“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 
said, I am the light of the world.  Whoever  

follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

 
THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 

 
 

    The Scripture Study group will take a brief 
winter recess and will resume again on           
February 9, 2023.  Join us on Thursday,           

February 9th, at 7:20-8:50 in the St. Joseph room     
of the rectory.   This week’s study will be on the 

Book of Isaiah, Chapters 5-11.  Come join us in the 
new year.   

 

The Gospel readings and study will be conducted 
using the Little Rock Scripture Study program.  

Study booklets will be provided. 
 

If you are interested in joining the study group  
or would like further information, please        

contact us through our email at                                    
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 

name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture. 

All are Welcome!  
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The 

Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
8:00AM each morning, Monday through 

Saturday, giving parishioners an           

opportunity for private prayer before the 
Lord in the Blessed  Sacrament.  At 

8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by      
parishioners before the Blessed            

Sacrament.  At 8:50AM the Blessed     

Sacrament will be reposed.  Jesus calls us 
to perseverance in prayer. “Pray without  
ceasing.”  “Watch and pray.”  Eucharistic 

adoration helps us discover the Real   
Presence of Christ. 

 
What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in 

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the 

Lord to strengthen our faith and give us 
the courage to live each day. 

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,            
gathers in worship and witnesses the   

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each  person’s gift of time,          
talent and  treasure.  As a faith-filled  

community, we are committed to minister 
to the spiritual, educational and material 

needs of all  people.      

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.        
There you can pick up a census card which can be   
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the   

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download   
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 
Sunday Collection                                $3,993.00 
   2nd Collection-  SFACA                    $1,575.00 
       

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most       
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

Next weekend, February 11th and 12th  
the second collection will be for The Tablet. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity.    

 

 
 
 
 

2023 Mass Book 
 

The 2023 Mass Book is  now open. 
   

All Announced Masses are $15.00 
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00 

Memorials (Altar Bread, Altar Wine,     
Sanctuary Lamp and Altar Candles)          

are $60.00 each 
Altar Flowers are $75.00.     

Thank you. 
  

Msgr. Maresca 

 
 

MASS COUNTS FOR THE MONTH OF 
JANUARY 2023 

 

The average attendance for the month of 
January (4 weekends): 

 

5pm  96 
 

8am  51 
 

9:30am 160 
 

11am  190 
 

12:30pm 107 

    

50/50 Winners  
 January 2023 

 
First Prize 

Mrs. Ann Kean   
 

Second Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilinski 

 
Third Prize 

Mrs. Pietro Zuliani  



 

 
 

 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

NEXT WEEK 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

February 12—February 18  
 
 

Sunday, February 12 
8:00AM Holy Name Mass 
9:30AM-Children’s Liturgy 
10:40-12 Noon CCD 
12:30PM Knights of Columbus 125th Anniversary 
 

Monday, February 13 
12:00-3:30PM-Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, February 14 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 15 

 

Thursday, February 16 
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR 
6:00PM—I.A.C.A. 
7:20-8:50PM—Scripture Study 
 

Friday, February 17 

 
 

Saturday, February 18 
 

  

 
 

February 5—February 11  
 
 

Sunday, February 5 
9:30AM-Pre-Communion Mass 
10:40-12 Noon CCD 
2:00PM-Confirmation 
 

Monday, February 6 
12:00-3:30PM-Golden Age 
3:00-3:45PM Children’s Choir 
7:00PM Adult Choir 
 

Tuesday, February 7 
6:30PM—AA Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 8 

7:00PM—Baptism Class 
 

Thursday, February 9 
10-11:30AM-Legion of Mary—SFR 
6:00PM—I.A.C.A. 
7:20-8:50PM—Scripture Study 
 

Friday, February 10 

 
 

Saturday, February 11 















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEART TO HEART MINISTRY 
 

Women’s Brunch Retreat 
 

American Martyrs Church~Bayside 
79-43 Bell Boulevard/Union Turnpike 

 
Sullivan Hall***(Accessible) 

 
 

Saturday, February 11, 2023 
 

9:45am—12 Noon 
 

Theme: Ordinary is Wonderful 
 

Wonderful Reflection and Music 
by Alverlis 

 
****Donation Basket that day. 

 
RSVP to Sister Ave Clark, O.P. 

(718) 428-2471 






