
 
 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 13–Third Sunday of Advent  
                                                   (Gaudete Sunday)                                                   
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name  
9:30 A.M.       Anthony Cambareri 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Carmelo Turano     
                       Anthony paul Carullo 
                       Ciccillo Labiaca 
                       Camillo Carullo 
                            
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14- St. John of the Cross  
9:00 A.M.       St. Lucy 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 - WEEKDAY                           
9:00 A.M.       Peter Brennan Jr. 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16- WEEKDAY                                  
9:00 A.M.       John Mondello 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 - WEEKDAY 

9:00 A.M.       Jose Guzman 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 -  WEEKDAY       
9:00 A.M.        James A. Sheils 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 -  WEEKDAY             
9:00 A.M.      Purgatorial Society 
                      Peter Dujmovic               
                      William Gray 
                      Chuck Vetro 
                      In Thanksgiving to the Blessed Mother 
  
5:00 P.M.      For the People of St. Francis 
 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 20–Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                                                                                               
8:00 A.M.       John Mondello                          
9:30 A.M.       Carmelo Schembri 
11:00 A.M.     Victoria Marino 
12:30 P.M.     Virginia Filberti 
                       Luigi Filberti 
      Luigi Filberti Sr. 
                       Antonia Delucchi 
                       Caterina Moreschi 
                       Giacomina Vallini 
      Giovanni DiBenedetto 

Mass Intention 

Third Sunday of Advent  (Gaudete Sunday) 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) 
   
  Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 
  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

     

Readings for the Week 
 
 

 
MONDAY:  Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a 
   Matthew 21:23-27 
 
TUESDAY:  Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13 
                                    Matthew 21:28-32 
 
WEDNESDAY: Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25 
   Luke 7:18b-23 
    
THURSDAY:  Genesis 49:2, 8-10 
   Matthew 1:1-17 
 
FRIDAY:  Jeremiah 23:5-8                                        
                                    Matthew 1:18-25 
 
SATURDAY:   Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a 
   Luke 1:5-25 
    

 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   
  2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
  Romans 16:25-27 
  Luke 1:26-38 

   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
As we listen to the Gospel this weekend, we again hear about the great      
advent figure of John the Baptist. His entire life and mission were caught up 
in preparing his generation for the coming Messiah. John was not sure who 
this Messiah would be or exactly when he would come. John, however, felt a 
call by God to preach repentance of sin marked by a baptism with water. So 
firm was John’s faith in the coming Messiah that he would give his life for it.  
 
At our baptism, each of us was anointed. As the sacred chrism was placed 
upon our heads, the words,  “As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, and 
King, so may you live always as a member of his body, sharing everlasting 
life,” (Rite of Baptism for Children) were spoken. We become Christ-like 
through this great sacrament of initiation. Reflecting upon this bit of our  
sacramental heritage and in light of the readings today, we can each discover 
our own vocation as a Christian in the world. 
 
As Christ’s disciples in this world, we are to act for him in our world,         
liberating, freeing, forgiving, and loving. We can do this daily: in a kind word, 
lending a helping hand, assisting the needy, feeding the hungry, and visiting 
the sick. The list is endless. These are some ways we can invite Christ to 
come among us today. In doing such things, we are also preparing the world 
for Christ’s final return at the end of time. We have a mission, a vocation. 
Like John, may we be faithful witnesses, serving Christ in all we say and do. 
 

 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



The season of Advent originated as a fast of 40 days in preparation for Christmas, commencing on 
the day after the feast of Saint Martin (11 November), whence it was often called Saint Martin's 
Lent, a name by which it was known as early as the fifth century. In the ninth century, the duration 
of Advent was reduced to four weeks (a period starting four Sundays before Christmas), and       
Advent preserved most of the characteristics of a penitential season, which made it a kind of    
counterpart to Lent. Gaudete Sunday is a counterpart to Laetare Sunday, and provides a similar 
break about midway through a season which is otherwise of a penitential character, and signifies 
the nearness of the Lord's coming. 

The spirit of the liturgy throughout Advent is one of expectation and preparation for the feast of 
Christmas as well as for the second coming of Christ, and the penitential exercises suitable to that 
spirit are thus on Gaudete Sunday suspended, as it were, for a while, in order to symbolize that joy 
and gladness in the promised Redemption. 

While the theme of Advent is a focus on the coming of Jesus in three ways: his first, his present, and 
his final Advent, the readings for Gaudete Sunday deal with rejoicing in the Lord – Christian joy – as 
well as the mission of John the Baptist and his connection with Advent. The theologian Henri 
Nouwen described the difference between joy and happiness. While happiness is dependent on   
external conditions, joy is "the experience of knowing that you are unconditionally loved and that 
nothing – sickness, failure, emotional distress, oppression, war, or even death - can take that love 
away." Thus joy can be present even in the midst of sadness. 

In his 2014 Gaudete Sunday homily, Pope Francis said that Gaudete Sunday is known as the 
"Sunday of joy", and that instead of fretting about "all they still haven't" done to prepare for       
Christmas, people should "think of all the good things life has given you." 

On Gaudete Sunday rose-colored vestments may be worn instead of violet, which is otherwise    
prescribed for every day in the season of Advent Gaudete Sunday was also known as              
"Rose Sunday". 

In churches that have an Advent wreath, the rose-colored candle is lit in addition to two of the violet- 
colored candles, which represent the first two Sundays of Advent. Despite the otherwise somber 
readings of the season of Advent, which has as a secondary theme the need for penitence, the 
readings on the third Sunday emphasize the joyous anticipation of the Lord's coming. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_Saint_Martin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetare_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_Nouwen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_Nouwen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Francis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_(color)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violet_(color)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_wreath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent


If you have a child beginning first grade in public 

school, it is time to register for Religious              

Education.  Diocesan guidelines require two years 
of instructions prior to the reception of a            

Sacrament. If your child is already in the first 

grade and missed this year, call the Office of    

Religious Education to set up an appointment to 

discuss the options. 
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,  

 (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org 

 

Monday December 14, 2020  
The Feast of 

St. John of the Cross 

On December 14, 1591, just before        
midnight, John of the Cross was dying. He 
wanted to make up his bed in case anyone 
would come to visit him. He asked to have 
"Song of Songs" read to him. While listen-
ing, he was heard to say, "So beautiful are 
the flowers!' And then he died. Born in 
1541, St. John of the Cross grew up in    
poverty and was drawn to the contemplative 
life. His soul longed for mystical union with 
God that his piety offended members of his 
order, including its head. The turning point 
of his life came in 1567 when he met       
Teresa of Avila, a kindred spirit who was 
looking for a partner in her Carmelite reform 
movement. She appointed him prior of the 
first community of discalced friars. Later, 
John of the Cross served as a spiritual    
director at her convent.  John wrote: 
"Contemplation is nothing else but a secret, 
peaceful, and loving infusion of God, which 
if admitted, will set the soul on fire with the 
Spirit of love." In 1577, he was imprisoned 
for nine months during which he wrote 
about his "dark night of the soul." 

In his life and writings, John of the Cross 
has a crucial word for us today. We tend to 
be rich, soft, comfortable. We shrink even 
from words like self-denial, mortification, 
purification, asceticism, discipline. We run 
from the cross. John’s message—like the 
gospel—is loud and clear: Don’t—if you  
really want to live!  

 

 

The preparations for Christmas include   
buying or making gifts for those whom 

we love. You can give no better gift 
than the gift that God has given to us: 

His son, Jesus.  

Invite someone who is not Catholic to 
attend Mass with you at Christmas.  

 For information please contact our   
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrel-
li at (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.  

 
OFFICE HOURS  

Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM 
or by appointment 

tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org
tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org


 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,  
George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  Mario Floramo, 

Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller,   John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler, 

Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

 Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 

 

 
 “The spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me, because the Lord has anointed 
me.” 

 
Consider a  vocation as a priest,     

deacon or in the  consecrated life.  
Contact the Vocation Office at   

(718) 827-2454 or                                              
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

Advent is a season of waiting in joyful hope for 
the coming of the lord. 

 
Gaudete Sunday affirms the value of rejoicing 

and gives reasons for our rejoicing: God has giv-
en hope to His people waiting for redemption.  

We wait with rejoicing for what God has already 
accomplished and will yet accomplish through 

Christ. 

 

SFA  SCRIPTURE  STUDY 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME  
 

"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of 
God" 

 
Join us in our virtual scripture study.  We meet every 
Thursday at 7:30pm.  The December 17th meeting will      
cover John, Chapter 7. 

 
We are using Zoom as our platform.   
 
Technical assistance will be provided by Ellen Vento for 
accessing and using the program. 
 
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 
the Little Rock Scripture program.  Study booklets will 
be   provided.   
 
If you are interested in joining the study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the      
rectory at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-- 
All Are Welcome! 

For information contact: 
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com 

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy  

Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be 

 thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to 

receive Jesus, that special time we have with our 

Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be 

distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking 

with the person on the end of the pew.                     

The Roman Missal states that,  

“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one 

may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”. 
 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com
mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
 
 
 

During this time of Covid-19, if you are not feeling 
well, have a temperature, or have a cough, please 
stay home and watch the mass on television. There 
are a number of stations that carry Sunday Mass for 
you to watch.  Please know this is for your health 
and the health of others.  Remember to continue to 
wear a mask and maintain social distancing while          
attending Mass.   

Thank you for all you cooperation with the       
guidelines. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Collection 12/5-12/6     $4,258.00 
        

School parents must use church  

envelopes. 

 

 

2021 Mass Book 
 

The 2021 Mass Book is now open 
 

  Please note the following:  
 

 The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday  
is a single intention Mass  

 
 On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple  
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single 

intention Mass. 
 

 Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple  
intention Mass. 

 
 
All Announced Masses  are $15.00  
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00  
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp & 
Altar Candles) are $60.00  
Altar Flowers are $75.00 
 
  

Please note all precautions will be taken for the    
well-being and safety of every parishioner.  All those 
coming to the Rectory office must where a mask.   
 
The Rectory office hours are: 
 

Monday thru Friday 
  

9:00am to 12:00 noon 
1:00pm to 5:00pm 

 
There are NO evening or Saturday hours at the     

present time. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation 
during this difficult time.   

 

MY CHRISTMAS GIFT TO MY CHURCH 
 

Next weekend, December 19th and 20th, 
we will have a second collection for  
My Christmas Gift to My Church.  

 
Over the years, you have been most generous 

in supporting our parish and the many  
programs and services we offer. God has 

blessed each of us.  All of us have received 
many gifts, but the BEST gift we have  

received is the gift of JESUS. His  
unconditional love, His  compassion, care and 

concern for each of us is priceless!  
 

Please take some time to prayerfully reflect on 
what you are able to give in appreciation for 

all God’s gifts.  
 

THANK YOU for the sacrifices you  
continually make in supporting the life of our 

parish.  Thank you for your generous gift. 



 

ATTENTION: 
 

Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by  
using another candle. One could get burned and the 
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a 
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble 

with the lighter, ask for help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADVENT WREATH CANDLES 

 

The Advent Candles will burn in 
memory of: 

 

Martha & Edward Yassa 
Ralph & Lucia Borgia 

Rose & Denis Sweeney 
William & Eileen Flynn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The season of Advent is a 4-week period 

of waiting and preparing for the feast of 

Christmas. During the Season of Advent, 

one of the beautiful signs we have in our 

church is the Advent Wreath. The 

wreath, which has 4 candles, is placed in 

the church and each week a candle is lit 

to remind us of our waiting and  

preparing for the birth of Christ.  

Christmas Mass Remembrance 
 Envelopes  

 

can be returned in any collection. Please mark the 
envelope with the name(s) of those you want     

remembered, living or deceased, in the Christmas 
Novena of Masses. Those envelopes will be placed 

on the altar for the  novena of masses. 

 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Flower Envelopes  
 

You Christmas flower envelopes may be  returned in 
any  collection.  Please be sure to write the name(s) 

legibly. The list of names will be placed in the      
Bulletin.  

Thank you. 

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus, gath-
ers in worship and witnesses the Gospel 

message.  The parish values and welcomes 
each person’s gift of time, talent and treas-

ure.  As a faith-filled community, we are 
committed to minister to the spiritual, edu-
cational and material needs of all people.      



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 
taking place every Monday through   

Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The   

rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each    
morning. All are invited to stop by and 
spend some time in the presence of the 

Blessed Sacrament. Whether it’s for one 
day a week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a 
stop in to Church, it’s a wonderful way 

to begin our day. 
 

 In this season of Advent Jesus is     

calling us to come to Him for strength 
and hope. 

Time spent in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament will bring countless 

blessings to you and our parish. 

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC 
 
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey as a sign of salvation 
and hope. 
 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the Cross were 
near to the pain of Jesus, keeping your faith firm. 
 
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we need and we trust 
that you will provide for those needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy 
and celebration may return after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the 
Father and to do what Jesus tells us.  He who took our sufferings upon 
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us through the Cross to the joy 
of the Resurrection Amen. 
 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not 
despose our pleas - we who are put to the test - and deliver us from every 
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Pope Francis     

 

In the name of our parish  
families I want to thank our 

Deacons for their tremendous 
service to our parish especially 

during these challenging times. 
They have preached more than 

their usual once a month; they 
are exposing the Blessed     

Sacrament every morning and    
always ready to assist in our 

parish. We are truly blessed 

with their service and assure 
them of our prayers for their 

ministry. 
 

Msgr. Maresca 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 

 
Christmas Eve –Thursday, December 24 

 4:00 pm  ~  Family Mass  
(The 4:00 Mass will be live streamed for those unable to attend.)  

       6:00 pm  ~  Christmas Mass 
 

Christmas Day – Friday, December 25 
        8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am & 

             12:30 pm (Italian)  
 
 

  New Year’s Eve – Thursday, December 31  

                                                              5:00 pm Mass 
 

  New Year’s Day – Friday, January 1, 2021 
                                         9:00 am & 11:00 am 
 

Rectory Holiday Schedule 
 

  Christmas Eve, December 24th - Closed at 3PM 
  Christmas Day, December 25th - Closed 
  Saturday, December 26th - Closed 
  Sunday, December 27th - Closed 
  The office will reopen on Monday, December 28th  at 9:00am.   
 

  New Year’s Eve, December 31st - Closed at 3PM 
  New Year’s Day, January 1, 2021 - Closed 
  Saturday, January 2 - Closed 
  Sunday, January 3 - Closed 
  The Office will reopen on Monday, January 4th at 9:00am. 
         The office will be closed in the interest of saving money for the parish to help balance our budget. 



 

Advent Giving Tree 
 

The Giving Tree is an opportunity for us as parish family to share 
our blessing at Christmas with those less fortunate.  

 

Please take an ornament and purchase the gift requested or       
purchase a Gift Card and attach the ornament to the unwrapped 

present or Gift Card.  
 

Place the gift under the Giving Tree before or after any of the 
masses.  If you purchased a Gift Card, please drop in the the    

basket marked Giving Tree Gifts.   
 

Thank you for your support in this wonderful program.  
 

All Gifts should be returned by Sunday, December 20th.  

 

Once again, during this Advent season, 
we will be collecting either new gifts or 
Gift Cards for those in need. Over the 
years, we have reached out and helped 

so many to have a wonderful       
Christmas. 

  
The ornaments are; Red Gingerbread 

Men, Yellow Angels, Pink Trees,  
Orange Stars, and Purple Gift Boxes.  

 
Ornaments on the Giving Tree are 
specifically COLOR CODED for a 

particular organization. The  
ornament must be taped on the gift 
so that we know which organization 

the gifts are for.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church by  
memorializing a Christmas wreath during the Christmas season. 

 
Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and the fences outside that 

surround the Church. 
 

Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath. 
ie:  In loving memory of Jane Doe 

 
Donations required to memorialize a wreath: 

 
Outdoor Christmas Wreath:      $60 

 
         Indoor Christmas Wreath are no longer available 

 
 

Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 14, 2020 




