
 
 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 6–Second Sunday of Advent                                                    
8:00 A.M.       Nicola D’Alleva  
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Szetela Family 
12:30 P.M.     Calogero Cutoia     
                       Emilia Trentini 
                       Ida Caniglia 
                       Ida Zoppo 
                              
MONDAY, DECEMBER 7- St. Andrew, Apostle  
9:00 A.M.       Mike Perrino 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8- The Immaculate                             
  Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary                           
9:00 A.M.       George Stavrou 
11:00 A.M.     Rocco D’Angelo 
7:30 P.M.       Antonia Kos 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9- St. Juan Diego                                  
9:00 A.M.       Maria Portocarrero 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 - Our Lady of Loreto 

9:00 A.M.       Donna Mongitore 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 -  St. Damasus       
9:00 A.M.        Esperanza Eiaw 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 - Our Lady of                                
                                        Guadalupe                        
9:00 A.M.      Purgatorial Society 
                      Raymond Loud                 
                      Virginia Timbrook 
                      James P. Dugan 
                      Patricia McDonnell 
  
5:00 P.M.      Sister Mary Ann Caratenuto CSJ 
 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 13– Third Sunday of Advent                                                                                                                               
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name                          
9:30 A.M.       Anthony Cambareri 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of St. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Carmelo Turano 
                       Anthony Paul Carullo 
                       Ciccillo Labiaca 
                        
                        

Mass Intention 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
   
  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
  2 Peter 3:8-14 
  Mark 1:1-8 
 

     

Readings for the Week 
 
 

 
MONDAY:  Isaiah 35:1-10 
   Luke 5:17-26 
 
TUESDAY:  Genesis 3:9-15, 20 
   Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 
                                    Luke 1-26-38 
 
WEDNESDAY: Isaiah 40:25-31 
   Matthew 11:28-30 
    
THURSDAY:  Isaiah 41:13-20                       
   Matthew 11:11-15 
 
FRIDAY:  Isaiah 48:17-19                                        
                                    Matthew 11:16-19 
 
SATURDAY:   Zechariah 2:14-17 
   Luke 1:26-38 
    

 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
   
  Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 
  2 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
  John 1:6-8, 19-28 

   



 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 
People often desire words of comfort when they are suffering, confused or lost. All of us are experiencing that 
feeling during this pandemic when we are confused, afraid and uncertain about the future. A gentle voice and 
a steady presence can bring hope amidst pain, clarity amidst chaos, and direction and guidance amidst        
confusion. 
 
Incidents requiring just such a presence happen to individual people and families when death strikes, when a 
fire destroys a home or when someone is faced with a life-threatening disease.  Equally difficult times strike 
groups of people, paralyzing them. A neighborhood faced with a violent crime, a city with a natural disaster or 
a nation rocked by war are all situations when groups of people are stunned and confused. Whether one or a 
million and one, when people are left helpless, they need a strong presence to restore peace and calm. 
 
The word of God greets us today, “Comfort, give comfort to my people.” The message of the prophet Isaiah is 
a source of comfort to a people who have been suffering because of their sinfulness. Isaiah announces that 
their mighty God is coming not to condemn them but to save them. Like a shepherd, God will gather his peo-
ple in his arms, carry them close to his heart, and guide them to nourishment and life.  
 
In today’s Gospel we hear a connection between the words of Isaiah and the coming of John the Baptist. John 
is the fulfillment of the prophetic words of Isaiah, a voice announcing the coming of the Messiah, the presence 
of God with his people. His presence rekindles within the people the anticipation of the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to send a Savior. 
 
With the coming of the Messiah, God’s plan for the salvation of his people unfolds and the long-promised 
comfort will be theirs. Through the Messiah, God will shepherd his people, bind up their wounds, and nourish 
them. He will take away their guilt by the forgiveness of their sins and guide them to eternal life. It was the 
work of John the Baptist to prepare the way for one mightier than he, the one who would baptize with the    
Holy Spirit. 
 
Advent is a time to rejoice in the promise of salvation which comes to us through Jesus Christ. We find great 
comfort in the forgiveness, salvation, and guidance which Jesus brings to our lives. The fulfillment of         
salvation and the kingdom of God will only be complete with the Second Coming of Christ at the end of time. 
As Christians we anticipate with joy the return of the Lord. 
 
Awaiting the return of Christ, we must be prepared. The image of leveled mountains and filled in valleys calls 
us to smooth out the rough areas of our spiritual lives. We can remove the barriers of sin which keep us away 
from God and each other. We can live out in our daily lives the promises we made as baptized Christians to 
follow Christ’s guidance, teachings, and example. 
 
Words of comfort and hope are the deepest desires of all who struggle and all who long for peace and          
fulfillment. As Advent people awaiting the coming of our Savior, the words of Scripture bring comfort and 
hope to our lives as they guide us to get ready for the Lord. Draw strength and encouragement from them. 
Heed their call and follow their guidance. Then we will be prepared for the coming of Christ. 

 

 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



Welcome New Parishioners 
 

We welcome those who registered in our parish during  
the month of  November 2020. 

 

Michelle Quaglino & Eric Vora 

Baptisms 

 

We welcome those who were Baptized during the  
month of  November 2020. 

 
 

Mason John Marchisello 
Jake Owen Cardone 

Aiden Joel Lenzo                
  Orlando Duque Salinas 
Adam Christopher Hill 

Capri Cira Calebro 

Purgatorial Society 
The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial  

Society for the month of November 2020.  Please remember to  
continue to pray for their families. 

 

Ashlee DeMarinis 
J. Morton Dunn 

 The following have passed away during the month of November 2020.   
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish. 

 
 

Thomas Costa 

Marriages 

Recently Deceased 

We welcome those who were married during   
the month of November 2020 

 

 

Michael Vecchione & Lenor Romano 

  

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic community that is centered in Jesus, gathers in 
worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  The parish values and welcomes each person’s 
gift of time, talent and treasure.  As a faith-filled community, we are committed to minister to 

the spiritual, educational and material needs of all people.      



 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020  
is the Feast of  The Immaculate Conception of 

The Blessed Virgin Mary  

Today the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the solemn 

dogma defined by Blessed Pope Pius IX in 1854. As Our Lady Immaculately Conceived 

is the patroness of the United States of America, this is a holy day of obligation in the 

United States. 

Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of 

grace" through God, was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what 

the dogma of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as Blessed Pope Pius IX           

proclaimed on December 8, 1854: "The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first 

moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by    

virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race, preserved immune from 

all stain of original sin." — Catechism of the Catholic Church 

 
Tuesday, December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and a 
Holy Day. There will be NO evening Mass on December 7th. The schedule 
for December 8th is : 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM and 7:30 PM. 



 

Monday December 7, 2020  
The Feast of 
St. Ambrose 

 

Saturday December 12, 2020  
The Feast of  

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

The feast in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
goes back to the 16th century. Chronicles of that 
period tell us the story.  A poor Indian named             
Cuauhtlatohuac was baptized and given the name 
Juan Diego. He was a 57-year-old widower, and 
lived in a small village near Mexico City. On         
Saturday morning December 9, 1531, he was on 
his way to a nearby barrio to attend Mass in    
honor of Our Lady. 

Juan was walking by a hill called Tepeyac when 
he heard beautiful music like the warbling of 
birds. A radiant cloud appeared, and within it 
stood an Indian maiden dressed like an Aztec 
princess. The lady spoke to him in his own        
language and sent him to the bishop of Mexico, a 
Franciscan named Juan de Zumarraga. The   
bishop was to build a chapel in the place where 
the lady appeared. 

Eventually the bishop told Juan to have the lady 
give him a sign. About this same time Juan’s    
uncle became seriously ill. This led poor Juan to 
try to avoid the lady. Nevertheless the lady found 
Juan, assured him that his uncle would recover, 
and provided roses for Juan to carry to the bishop 
in his cape or tilma. 

On December 12, when Juan Diego opened his 
tilma in the bishop’s presence, the roses fell to the 
ground, and the bishop sank to his knees. On the 
tilma where the roses had been appeared an im-
age of Mary exactly as she had appeared at the 
hill of Tepeyac. 

Mary’s appearance to Juan Diego as one of his peo-
ple is a powerful reminder that Mary—and the God 
who sent her—accept all peoples. In the context of 
the sometimes rude and cruel treatment of the       
Indians by the Spaniards, the apparition was a rebuke 
to the Spaniards and an event of vast significance for 
the indigenous population.   

St. Ambrose came to be known as the “Hammer of 
Arianism.” Although he fought paganism, he did not 
refuse to dine with them. He was thought of with 
great affection by those who came into contact with 
him. Ambrose was a close friend of St. Monica, and 
it was he who finally showed the still doubting St. 
Augustine that a person of intelligence could find 
the Christian faith totally satisfying when Augustine 
moved to Milan in 386 to fill the vacant university 
chair in rhetoric. Ambrose brought Augustine back 
to his faith and baptized him in the autumn of 387, 
answering a mother’s many years’ of prayers.      
Augustine describes Ambrose a sympathetic,       
seductive, and enticing others to live the life of 
Christ. He also welcomed Saint Paulinus of Nola 
and his wife Teresa, though most had spurned    
Paulinus because he had been ordained and         
consecrated while still being married– contrary to 
the   discipline then in force. Ambrose died on    
Easter Eve–April 4, 397, after a 23-year episcopate. 
It has been said that his chief importance was that he 
turned the Church into an instrument for the        
criticism and correction of the State, and that he was 
the first bishop to be used by the State in peace    
negotiations. 

St. Ambrose was a Doctor of the Church and a    
pastor of his people. His thinking was not original 
but he successfully synthesized the thoughts of   
others after having read extensively from the       
beginning of his episcopate. As a Greek scholar he       
interpreted Eastern theologians for the West, a work 
that was much needed. He wrote extensively on the 
Bible, theology, and asceticism, and he wrote      
numerous homilies and psalms. As befitted a     
bishop, his teaching was more by his sermons than 
his writings.  His greatest claim to originality is in 
the field of music.  Ambrose taught his people the 
art of antiphonal chanting, thus introducing         
congregational singing. 



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,  
George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  Mario Floramo, 

Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller,   John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler, 

Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

 Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2020 

 

 
 “Like a shepherd he feeds his flock” 

 
Consider a  vocation as a priest,     

deacon or in the  consecrated life.  
Contact the Vocation Office at   

(718) 827-2454 or                                              
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

FOCUS:  
 

Stay awake for the day of the Lord is at hand. 
 

The voice of God breaks into our world through 
sacred Scripture and the witness of modern-day 

disciples.  Does it resound and echo in our 
thoughts, words and actions, forming and shaping 

our lives?  Or, is it dulled and dimmed by our 
worldly ways?  Now is the time to listen, now is 

the time to act, for the kingdom of God is at 
hand. 

 

SFA  SCRIPTURE  STUDY 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME  
 

"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of 
God" 

 
Join us in our virtual scripture study.  We meet every 
Thursday at 7:30pm.  The December 10th meeting will      
cover John, Chapter 7. 

 
We are using Zoom as our platform.   
 
Technical assistance will be provided by Ellen Vento for 
accessing and using the program. 
 
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 
the Little Rock Scripture program.  Study booklets will 
be   provided.   
 
If you are interested in joining the study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the      
rectory at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-- 
All Are Welcome! 

For information contact: 
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

On Sunday, December 13th, the 8:00am Mass is the 
Holy Name Mass. The mission of the Holy 
Name Society is to promote devotion and    

reverence for the Holy Name of God and Jesus. 
What better way than to participate in the Holy 
Name Monthly Mass. All are invited to join in 

this celebration. 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com
mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Collection 11/28-11/29   $3,387.00 
    
     Second Collection - Fuel                 $1,169.00 
 

School parents must use church  

envelopes. 

 

 

2021 Mass Book 
 

The 2021 Mass Book is now open 
 

  Please note the following:  
 

 The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday  
is a single intention Mass  

 
 On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple  
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single 

intention Mass. 
 

 Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple  
intention Mass. 

 
 
All Announced Masses  are $15.00  
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00  
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp & 
Altar Candles) are $60.00  
Altar Flowers are $75.00 
 
  

Please note all precautions will be taken for the    
well-being and safety of every parishioner.  All those 
coming to the Rectory office must where a mask.   
 
The Rectory office hours are: 
 

Monday thru Friday 
  

9:00am to 12:00 noon 
1:00pm to 5:00pm 

 
There are NO evening or Saturday hours at the     

present time. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation 
during this difficult time.   

 
 
 
 

Next weekend, December 13/14, the second 
collection will be for the Religious Retirement 

Fund. 
Please be as generous as your means allow. 

 
Thank you. 

 
50/50 WINNERS FOR THE  
MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

 
 First Prize: Mr. & Mrs.Domenico Nudo 
 
 Second Prize: Renata Zuliani 
 
 Third Prize: Mr. & Mrs. Brian McNamara 

 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Flower Envelopes  
 

You Christmas flower envelopes may be returned in 
any collection.  Please be sure to write the name(s) 

legibly. The list of names will be placed in the    
Bulletin.  

Thank you. 

Christmas Mass Remembrance 
 Envelopes  

 
can be returned in any collection. Please mark the 

envelope with the name(s) of those you want       
remembered, living or deceased, in the Christmas 

Novena of Masses. Those envelopes will be placed 

on the altar for the Novena of Masses. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLES 
 

The Advent Candles are burning  
in memory of: 

 

Martha & Edward Yassa 
Ralph & Lucia Borgia 

Rose & Denis Sweeney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The season of Advent is a 4-week period of 

waiting and preparing for the feast of 

Christmas. During the Season of Advent, 

one of the beautiful signs we have in our 

church is the Advent Wreath. The wreath, 

which has 4 candles, is placed in the 

church and each week a candle is lit to     

remind us of our waiting and  

preparing for the birth of Christ.  

 

PARISH CHRISTMAS TREE  
LIGHTING 

 
Saturday, December 12th after the 5:00 PM 

Mass, join us as we light the Parish  
Christmas Tree. This year our tree will be 
lighted by John Ketcham. John is involved 
in so many aspects of our parish. He is a 
graduate of our school. He teaches in our 

Religious Education Program. He has  
received a number of distinguished awards 
for all his efforts. He was the President of 

our Parish Council and a Past Grand 
Knight for our Knights of Columbus 

Council. He was a sacristan for many years 
and continues to help out when needed. 

We are truly blessed with his presence in 
our parish and grateful for all he does.  

 
Please join us for this festive celebration 

on the “Great Lawn”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 
taking place every Monday through   

Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The   
rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each    

morning. All are invited to stop by and 
spend some time in the presence of the 

Blessed Sacrament. Whether it’s for one 

day a week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a 
stop in to Church, it’s a wonderful way 

to begin our day. 
 

 In this season of Advent Jesus is     

calling us to come to Him for strength 
and hope. 

Time spent in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament will bring countless 

blessings to you and our parish. 







 

Advent Giving Tree 
 

The Giving Tree is an opportunity for us as parish family to share 
our blessing at Christmas with those less fortunate.  

 

Please take an ornament and purchase the gift requested or       
purchase a Gift Card and attach the ornament to the unwrapped 

present or Gift Card.  
 

Place the gift under the Giving Tree before or after any of the 
masses.  If you purchased a Gift Card, please drop in the the    

basket marked Giving Tree Gifts.   
 

Thank you for your support in this wonderful program.  
 

All Gifts should be returned by Sunday, December 20th.  

 

Once again, during this Advent season, 
we will be collecting either new gifts or 
Gift Cards for those in need. Over the 
years, we have reached out and helped 

so many to have a wonderful       
Christmas. 

  
The ornaments are; Red Gingerbread 

Men, Yellow Angels, Pink Trees,  
Orange Stars, and Purple Gift Boxes.  

 
Ornaments on the Giving Tree are 
specifically COLOR CODED for a 

particular organization. The  
ornament must be taped on the gift 
so that we know which organization 

the gifts are for.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church by  
memorializing a Christmas wreath during the Christmas season. 

 
Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and the fences outside that 

surround the Church. 
 

Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath. 
ie:  In loving memory of Jane Doe 

 
Donations required to memorialize a wreath: 

 
Outdoor Christmas Wreath:      $60 

 
Indoor Christmas Wreath:         $75 

 
 

Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 11, 2020 




