
 
 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 7– Fifth Sunday in  
                                                  Ordinary Time                                                                                                
8:00 A.M.       Joseph G. Priolo 
9:30 A.M.       John Purich 
11:00 A.M.     Michael Mangialino Sr. 
12:30 P.M.     Bruno Valente 
                      Giuseppe Carlino 
 
                                               
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8 – WEEKDAY                                                             
9:00 A.M.       Emmanuel Asagba 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 - WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.       Maureen Zliinski 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 - St. Scholastica                                  
9:00 A.M.         Antonia Kos 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRURAY 11 - Our Lady of Lourdes 

9:00 A.M.         Jean Miller 
 
FRIDAY,    FEBRUARY 12 -  WEEKDAY   
9:00 A.M.          Angelo Line DiMarco 
  
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13 -  WEEKDAY                                                            
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Rolando Cuello 
                        Benny walsh 
                        Linda Juguilon 
                                                               
5:00 P.M.        Rose Sweeney 
 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 14– Sixth Sunday in            
                                                  Ordinary Time                                                                                                                               
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name                          
9:30 A.M.       Cambareri Family 
11:00 A.M.     Michael Cilia 
12:30 P.M.     Vincenzo Viscovich 
                       Ann Viscovich                                              

Mass Intention 

The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
  Job 7:1-4, 6-7 
  1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 
  Mark 1:29-39 
 

   
 

Readings for the Week 
 
 

 
MONDAY:  Genesis 1:1-19 
   Mark 6:53-56 
 
TUESDAY:  Genesis 1:20-2:4a 
   Mark 7:1-13 
 
WEDNESDAY: Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-17 
   Mark 7:14-23 
    
THURSDAY:  Genesis 2:18-25 
   Mark 7:24-30 
 
FRIDAY:  Genesis 3:1-8                                        
                                    Mark 7:31-37 
 
SATURDAY:    Genesis 3:9-24 
    Mark 8:1-10 
    

 
 
 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
  Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 
  1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 
  Mark 1:40-45 

   



 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 
I think it’s safe to say that parents will do anything for the sake of their children. They may 
even manifest extraordinary abilities when it comes to protecting their children. 
 
In a similar way, it can be said that God will do anything to bring about what is best for his 
children. Down through the ages, from the beginning of time, God has cared for and provided 
for us his children. We may not always see or believe this, especially when Job’s lament seems 
to fit our life so well especially during these challenging times. The paradox of our faith is 
that, when God appears most distant from us, he is, in fact, the closest. 
 
This is part of what St. Paul is telling us in today’s second reading. When we live for the sake 
of the Gospel, God provides for us. We are able to be weak with the weak and strong with the 
strong. When we are doing God’s will, he provides for us. This is why we can find countless 
examples of individuals and congregations jumping into action whenever and wherever a need 
arises. 
 
Of course, some of us will always choose to sit on the sidelines, never making the connection 
between Sunday worship and daily living of the Gospel. We can get so buried at times with 
our own battles, difficulties, and challenges that we become much like Job. We wallow in    
self-pity, self-doubt and self-reproach, rather than picking ourselves up, dusting ourselves off 
and allowing God into the deepest and scariest corners of our lives. Just imagine if Jesus, on 
hearing that Peter’s mother-in-law was sick, had said: Don’t bother me with your petty      
problems, that it not why I came here today. Jesus set the example for us. We are to be ready to 
minister to all people, whenever the opportunity arises. 
 
Sometimes we excuse ourselves from living for the sake of the Gospel by convincing our-
selves that Job or Paul or Simon, Andrew, James or John had it much easier than we do. That 
argument does not hold water, however, when we stop and think of how most of them ended 
up, as martyrs because of their relationship with Jesus. 
 
St. Theresa of Calcutta is probably one of the most revered people of our time. She did us a 
tremendous service when she revealed through her writings and reflections that there were 
many times she had serious doubts about the love of God. Like Job, Paul or Peter, she showed 
us that God does not ask us to be super human beings. He calls us simply to be human beings 
with compassion, mercy, care and love for one another, modeled after the love Jesus showed 
toward the people he encountered. This is how we begin to show God, who has done so much 
for us, that we are his grateful children. 

 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



Tuesday, February 11 2021 
The Feast of  

Our Lady of Lourdes 
 

Today marks the first apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 1858 to fourteen-year-old Marie 

Bernade (St. Bernadette) Soubirous. Between February 11 and July 16, 1858, the Blessed    

Virgin appeared eighteen times, and showed herself to St. Bernadette in the hollow of the 

rock at Lourdes. On March 25 she said to the little shepherdess who was only fourteen years 

of age: "I am the Immaculate Conception." Since then Lourdes has become a place of           

pilgrimage and many cures and conversions have taken place. The message of Lourdes is a call 

to personal conversion, prayer, and charity. 

 

Oh ever immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy, Health of the Sick, Refuge of Sinners, 
Comfortess of the Afflicted, you know my wants, my troubles, my sufferings. Look upon 
me with mercy. When you appeared in the grotto of Lourdes, you made it a privileged 
sanctuary where you dispense your favors, and where many sufferers have obtained the 
cure of their infirmities, both spiritual and corporal. I come, therefore, with unbounded 
confidence to implore your maternal intercession. My loving Mother, obtain my request. 
I will try to imitate your virtues so that I may one day share your company and bless you 
in eternity.       Amen.  



Purgatorial Society 

Welcome New Parishioners 
 

We welcome those who registered in our parish during  
the month of  January 2021. 

 

Margaret Tully 
Kieran & Vera Marais Doherty 

Recently Deceased 
 The following have passed away during the month of January 2021.   
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish. 

 
 

Ann Soukeras 
Rocco Piliero 

Cecile McCarty 
Martin Hale 

 

The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial  
Society for the month of January 2021.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for their families. 
 

Vito A. Mangialardi 
Marta Rodriguez 
Mariam Bergen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 11 is World Day of the Sick, an observation started by Pope John Paul II as a way 
for believers to offer prayers for those suffering from illnesses. The day coincides with the 
commemoration of Our Lady of Lourdes.  People around the world take the time to pray for 
the sick and for those who work very hard to alleviate the sufferings of the sick on this day. 
Faith organizations mark this day especially to provide the sick with medicines, food, and 
spiritual guidance.  Pope John Paul II initiated the day in 1992 to encourage people to pray for 
those who suffer from illness and for their caregivers. The Pope himself had been diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s a year before, in 1991, and it is considered that his own illness was impetus 
for his designation of the day.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

 

Wednesday, February 17th is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the     
season of Lent. Ashes will be distributed during the 7:00 AM Mass, 9:00 AM 

Mass, 12 Noon Service, 3:00 PM Service and 7:30 PM Mass.  
 

This year due to the fact that we need to prevent unnecessary contact       
because of covid-19, the prayer for distribution of ashes will be recited once 
over the whole congregation. Following the prayer, those receiving ashes will 
come forward wearing a mask and observing social distancing. No words will 
be spoken as the priest/deacon will use a clean Q-tip, dip it in the ashes and 
make the cross on your forehead. A clean Q-tip will be used for each person. 

After receiving ashes please return to your seat and when distribution is    
finished, the mass or service will continue. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in this matter. 

 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic community that is centered in Jesus, gathers in    
worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  The parish values and welcomes each person’s 
gift of time, talent and treasure.  As a faith-filled community, we are committed to minister to 

the spiritual, educational and material needs of all people.      

 

Lent is a favourable season for opening the doors to all those in need 
and recognizing in them the face of Christ." 

 

    -- Pope Francis  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On Sunday, February 14th, the 8:00am Mass 
is the Holy Name Mass. The mission of 
the Holy Name Society is to promote 
devotion and reverence for the Holy 
Name of God and Jesus. What better 
way than to participate in the Holy 

Name Monthly Mass. All are invited to 
join in this celebration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 
taking place every Monday through      

Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The 
rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each morning. 

All are invited to stop by and spend some 
time in the presence of the Blessed      

Sacrament. Whether it’s for one day a 

week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a stop in to 
Church, it’s a  wonderful way                  

to begin our day. 

 
 During the Season of Lent find time to 

spend in the presence of the Blessed    
Sacrament. 

 

Time spent in the presence of the Blessed   
Sacrament will bring countless blessings 

to you and our parish. 

 

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE              
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC 

 
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus, 
keeping your faith firm. 
 
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we 
need and we trust that you will provide for those 
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and        
celebration may return after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform      
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what 
Jesus tells us.  He who took our sufferings upon 
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us 
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection 
Amen. 
 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who 
are put to the test - and deliver us from every      
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 



 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, John Wrenn,  
Rose Williams,  George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  

Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler, 

Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 7, 2021 

 

 
 “All this I do for the sake of the 

gospel.” 
 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
             deacon or in the  consecrated life.  

 
Contact the Vocation Office at   

(718) 827-2454 or                                              
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

Although we may know despair, we are called to 
live in hope. 

 
Despair and grief are part of the human condi-

tion, and are often brought on because of loss or 
suffering.  In Christ, however, we experience 

hope and keeling.  As disciples working to build 
the kingdom of God on earth, let us, like Saint 
Paul, willingly take on the Gospel to others and 

share our hope freely with them.  

 

SFA  SCRIPTURE  STUDY 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME  
 

"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of 
God" 

 
Join us in our virtual scripture study.  We meet every 
Thursday at 7:30pm.  The February 11th meeting will      
cover the study of John, Chapter  14. 

 
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance 
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using 
the program. 
 
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 
the Little Rock Scripture program.  Study booklets will 
be   provided.   
 
If you are interested in joining the study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the      
rectory at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-- 

All Are Welcome! 
For information contact: 

sfascripturestudy@gmail.com 

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy  

Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be 

 thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to 

receive Jesus, that special time we have with our 

Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be 

distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking 

with the person on the end of the pew.                     

The Roman Missal states that,  

“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one 

may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”. 
 

Banns of Marriage 
3rd Time: 

 
 

Steven Del Giorno 
Corpus Christi 
Woodside, NY 

 

And 
 

Alicia Rivera 
Corpus Christi  
Woodside, NY 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com
mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
During this time of Covid-19, 
if you are not feeling well, have 
a temperature, or have a cough, 
please stay home and watch the 
mass on television. There are a 
number of stations that carry 
Sunday Mass for you to watch.  
Please know this is for your 
health and the health of others. 
Remember to continue to wear 
a mask and maintain social dis-
tancing while attending Mass.   
 

 

Thank you for all your cooperation with the    
guidelines. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Collections   1/23-24    $3,770.00 
  Second Collection-SFACA                $1265.00 
    

School parents must use church  

envelopes. 

 

 

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn  
 

For each car, truck or van, running or not,  
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per 

vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a  
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or 

neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would 
like to dispose of.   

 
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at  

(718) 491-2525. 

 

THANK YOU to Andrea Ferrara and 
Mario DiBenedetto for the great job 

they did in clearing the snow from the 
walkways and parking lots              

surrounding the Church, School and 
Rectory. They always do a wonderful 

job and I’m so grateful for their     
dedication and hard work. 

 
Msgr. Maresca 

 
 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS  
for tax purposes will be available upon        

request. Please call the Rectory at 
(718) 728-7801 if you would like a      

statement mailed to you.  

 50/50 Winners  
 January 2021 

 

 

First Prize 
Mrs. Pietro Zuliani 

 

Second Prize 
Marilou Pusunq & Steve Malecki 

 

Third Prize 
Mr. & Mrs. George Wytak 

 
 

                             Congratulations!          









 










