
 
 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 31– Fourth Sunday in  
                                                  Ordinary Time                                                                                                
8:00 A.M.       Ferguson Family 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Rose Brucculeri 
12:30 P.M.     Fabio Perrone 
                      San Ciro 
 
                                               
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1– WEEKDAY                                                             
9:00 A.M.       Ronald Scobbo 
 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 - The Presentation of  
                                                               The Lord  
9:00 A.M.        Joseph A. Otero 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 - WEEKDAY                                  
9:00 A.M.         Frances Ivankovic 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRURAY 4 - WEEKDAY 

9:00 A.M.         Ana Balint (Healing Mass) 
 
FRIDAY,    FEBRUARY 5 -  St. Agatha   
9:00 A.M.          Bernice Ann O’Brien 
  
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6 -  St. Paul Miki and 
                                                             Companions           
9:00 A.M.        Purgatorial Society 
                        Olga Salerni 
                        Martin Hale 
                                                               
5:00 P.M.        For the People of St. Francis 
 
SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 7– Fifth Sunday in            
                                                  Ordinary Time                                                                                                                               
8:00 A.M.       Joseph G. Priolo                          
9:30 A.M.       John Purich 
11:00 A.M.     Michael Mangialino Sr. 
12:30 P.M.     Bruno Valente 
                                              

Mass Intention 

The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
  1 Corinthians 7:32-35 
  Mark 1:21-28 
 

   
 

Readings for the Week 
 
 

 
MONDAY:  Hebrews 11:32-40 
   Mark 5:1-20 
 
TUESDAY:  Malachi 3:1-4 
                                    Hebrews 2:14-15 
   Luke 2:22-40 
 
WEDNESDAY: Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15 
   Mark 6:1-6 
    
THURSDAY:  Hebrews 12:18-19, 21-24 
   Mark 6:7-13 
 
FRIDAY:  Hebrews 13:1-8                                        
                                    Mark 6:14-29 
 
SATURDAY:    Hebrews 13:15-17, 20-21 
    Mark 6:14-29 
    

 
 
 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   
  Job 7:1-4, 6-7 
  1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 
  Mark 1:29-39 

   



 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today’s Gospel recalls that the people of Galilee were in awe at the teachings and actions of 
Jesus. What an inspiration Jesus is for us! Perhaps today’s Gospel is especially inspiring for 
those of you who are teachers. Can you imagine your students being in awe of the knowledge 
you impart to them or at your teaching methods? To have your students attentive to every word 
and direction would be a marvel to behold, no doubt. Of course, we know that Jesus was no 
ordinary teacher, and His message was one that pointed the people in an entirely new,      
sometimes uncomfortable, direction. 
 
Many of the people who heard Jesus could not grasp who He was, even though He taught with 
a spirit of authority. Some of the people dismissed Him as a troublemaker who ignored the 
laws about keeping the Sabbath. Others saw Him as a miracle worker and healer with power 
over spirits, or perhaps a new prophet. Today we heard that it was the unclean spirits who 
rightly identified Jesus as the holy One of God. 
 
This gospel reading does not tell us the content of the teaching Jesus gave in the synagogue 
that day, but Scripture makes us well aware of the lessons He taught by His words and actions 
during His time on earth. He says to us: Love God above all else; pray to Him often. God is 
generous beyond our imagining. Love one another, even your enemies, and forgive willingly. 
Care for the poor and the sick, for what you do for these you do for me. Respect the words of 
Moses and the prophets. Do not shrink from the burden you are given, for I will help you carry 
it. When you know me, you will know the Father and draw closer to Him. An attitude of peace, 
love and justice is the right way for people to live together. 
 
The teachings of Jesus remain alive today in the people of God, assembled as the Body of 
Christ, the Church. What a challenging, yet comforting message Jesus brought to the world. It 
was a troubled world then, and it continues to be a troubled world today. But now it is not a 
world without hope. The final lesson of Jesus, the lesson of His Passion, Death, and           
Resurrection, gives us the assurance of forgiveness for our sins. It gives us the promise and 
hope of perfect happiness with God in heaven if we are true to the teachings of Jesus, which 
guide us along the path to life. 

 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021 

The Presentation of the Lord 
 
 

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the temple. The     
Presentation, which is celebrated 40 days after Christmas, is not mentioned in the other      
Gospels. Only Luke tells the story, most likely because he writes for Gentile Christians who 
are not familiar with the Jewish rite of presentation and purification. In addition, the intent of 
Luke’s Gospel is to show that God’s promise to Israel, fulfilled in Jesus, extends to Gentiles. 

Luke recognizes Joseph and Mary as faithful Jews who bring Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Here they present their firstborn son to the Lord. Jesus is thus consecrated as required by the 
Law of Moses. Present in the temple at this time are Simeon and Anna. Both are awaiting the 
restoration of God’s rule in Israel. 

Simeon had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would see Christ the Lord, the Messiah, 
before he died. The holy man immediately recognized the infant Jesus as the promised Savior, 
a “light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” Anna also recognized 
Jesus as the fulfillment of the promise of redemption and spoke about him to all. 
 
 
Strong and mighty God,  
Father of our Lord Jesus, 
the presentation of your Son in the temple was his first entrance into the place of sacrifice. 
Grant that, trusting in his offering upon the cross  
to forgive our sins and uphold us in the time of trial, 
we may sing your praises 
and live in the light of your salvation, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 

Saturday February 6, 2021  
The Feast of  

St. Paul Miki and Companions 

 

Friday February 5, 2021  
The Feast of  
St. Agatha 

Nagasaki, Japan, is familiar to Americans as the city 
on which the second atomic bomb was dropped, 
immediately killing over 37,000 people. Three and a 
half centuries before, 26 martyrs of Japan were   
crucified on a hill, now known as the Holy Mountain, 
overlooking Nagasaki. Among them were priests, 
brothers, and laymen, Franciscans, Jesuits, and 
members of the Secular Franciscan Order; there 
were catechists, doctors, simple artisans, and   
servants, old men and innocent children—all united 
in a common faith and love for Jesus and his 
Church. 

Brother Paul Miki, a Jesuit and a native of Japan, 
has become the best known among the martyrs of 
Japan. While hanging upon a cross, Paul Miki 
preached to the people gathered for the execution: 
“The sentence of judgment says these men came to 
Japan from the Philippines, but I did not come from 
any other country. I am a true Japanese. The only 
reason for my being killed is that I have taught the 
doctrine of Christ. I certainly did teach the doctrine 
of Christ. I thank God it is for this reason I die. I   
believe that I am telling only the truth before I die. I 
know you believe me and I want to say to you all 
once again: Ask Christ to help you to become    
happy. I obey Christ. After Christ’s example I forgive 
my persecutors. I do not hate them. I ask God to 
have pity on all, and I hope my blood will fall on my 
fellow men as a fruitful rain.” 

When missionaries returned to Japan in the 1860s, 
at first they found no trace of Christianity. But after 
establishing themselves they found that thousands 
of Christians lived around Nagasaki and that they 
had secretly preserved the faith. Beatified in 1627, 
the martyrs of Japan were finally canonized in 1862. 

 

St. Agatha was born around 231 in Sicily to a rich 
and noble family.  From a her very early years, the 
beautiful Agatha dedicated her life to God.  She  
became a consecrated virgin, a state of life where 
young women choose to remain celibate and give 
themselves to Jesus.  That did not stop men from 
desiring her.  One of those men was Quintianus, a 
high ranking diplomat.  He thought he could force 
her to turn away from her vow and marry him.  He 
was consistently turned away by Agatha.  Knowing 
that she was a Christian, he had her arrested and 
brought before the judge, he was the judge.  He  
expected her to give in to his demands when she 
was faced with torture and possible death, but she 
simply reaffirmed her belief in God.  With tears    
falling from her eyes, she prayed to God for      
courage. Quintianus had her imprisoned—in a 
brothel. Agatha never lost her confidence in God 
even though she suffered assaults and efforts to get 
her to go against her virtue.  Agatha was then sent 
to prison to attempt to make her more afraid.  There 
she was tortured and was ordered no food or    
medical attention.  But the Lord gave her all the 
care she needed.   
 
Agatha had a vision of the apostle, St. Peter, who 
comforted her and healed her wounds through his 
prayers.  After four days, Quintianus ignored the 
miraculous cure of her wounds.  He had her 
stripped naked and rolled her over hot coals that 
were mixed with sharp shards.  When she was    
returned to prison, Agatha prayed, “Lord, my       
Creator, you have ever protected me from the     
cradle; you have taken me from the love of the 
world and given me patience to suffer; receive now 
my soul.”  Agatha is believed to have passed into 
Heaven around the year 251.   



 

SANCTUARY 
LAMP 

In Loving Memory of 
         Joseph A. Otero 

Requested by: 

The Otero Family 

 

Memorials for the Weeks of   
January 31, 2021 

 

ALTAR BREAD  
 In Loving Memory of  

  Joseph A. Otero 
  Requested by: 

 The Otero Family 

 

ALTAR WINE 
   In Loving Memory of 
         Joseph A. Otero 

Requested by: 

The Otero Family 

ALTAR CANDLES   

In Loving Memory of 
         Joseph A. Otero 

Requested by: 

The Otero Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 6, 2021, the 9:00am 
Mass will be an anointing Mass.  All those 
who wish to receive the Sacrament of the 
Sick are asked to participate in this Mass. 

 
All are invited to join us in prayer as we    

remember to pray for all those who are in 
need of God’s healing power. 

 

 

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE              
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC 

 
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus, 
keeping your faith firm. 
 
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we 
need and we trust that you will provide for those 
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and        
celebration may return after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform      
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what 
Jesus tells us.  He who took our sufferings upon 
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us 
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection 
Amen. 
 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who 
are put to the test - and deliver us from every      
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is taking 
place every Monday through Saturday from 
8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The rosary is prayed at 
8:30 AM each morning. All are invited to stop 
by and spend some time in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Whether it’s for one day a 

week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a stop in to 
Church, it’s a  wonderful way to begin our 

day. 
 

 As Jesus calls us to come to be His  disciples, 
let us pray for the strength to do His will. 
Time spent in the presence of the Blessed   

Sacrament will bring countless blessings to 
you and our parish. 

A Prayer for Peace in the World 

Lord Jesus Christ, who are called the Prince of Peace, 
who are yourself our peace and  reconciliation, who so 
often said, “Peace to you,” grant us peace. 

Make all men and women witnesses of truth, justice, 
and brotherly love. Banish from their hearts whatever 
might endanger peace. 

Enlighten our rulers that they may guarantee and     
defend the great gift of peace. 

May all peoples of the earth become as  brothers and 
sisters. May longed-for peace blossom forth and reign 
always over us all. 

— St. John XXIII 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, February 3rd is the Feast of     
St. Blaise. Traditionally, throats are blessed 
on that day using crossed candles with an                  

accompanying prayer of blessing. 
 

Because of the need for caution in           
preventing unnecessary contact, this year 

we will provide the blessing over the whole 
congregation using the same prayer while 
holding the crossed candles over the entire 
congregation. There will be NO individual 

throat blessing. 
 

The blessing of throats will take place after 
the 9:00 AM Mass on Wednesday,          

February 3rd. There will be NO other       
services that day and NO other times for 

blessing of throats. 
 

Please note this information. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and     
cooperation. 



 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,  
George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  Martha Calado,  

James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler, 

Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 31, 2021 

 

 
 “I will raise up them a prophet like 

you.” 
 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
             deacon or in the  consecrated life.  

 
Contact the Vocation Office at   

(718) 827-2454 or                                              
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

Those who witness Jesus’ authority and healing 
power are amazed. 

 
In today’s Gospel account of Jesus entering     

Capernaum, those who heard his teaching and 
witnessed him drive out an unclean spirit are 
astonished.  Their amazement is due to the       

authority of Christ, who is God himself.  Are we, 
too, in awe at the work of God in our lives?    

 

SFA  SCRIPTURE  STUDY 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME  
 

"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of 
God" 

 
Join us in our virtual scripture study.  We meet every 
Thursday at 7:30pm.  The February 4th meeting will      
cover the study of John, Chapter  13. 

 
We are using Zoom as our platform. Technical assistance 
will be provided by Ellen Vento for accessing and using 
the program. 
 
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 
the Little Rock Scripture program.  Study booklets will 
be   provided.   
 
If you are interested in joining the study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the      
rectory at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 

 
Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-- 

All Are Welcome! 
For information contact: 

sfascripturestudy@gmail.com 

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy  

Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be 

 thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to 

receive Jesus, that special time we have with our 

Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be 

distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking 

with the person on the end of the pew.                     

The Roman Missal states that,  

“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one 

may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”. 
 

Banns of Marriage 
2nd Time: 

 
 

Steven Del Giorno 
Corpus Christi 
Woodside, NY 

 

And 
 

Alicia Rivera 
Corpus Christi  
Woodside, NY 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com
mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 
During this time of Covid-19, 
if you are not feeling well, have 
a temperature, or have a cough, 
please stay home and watch the 
mass on television. There are a 
number of stations that carry 
Sunday Mass for you to watch.  
Please know this is for your 
health and the health of others. 
Remember to continue to wear 
a mask and maintain social dis-
tancing while attending Mass.   
 
 

 
Thank you for all your cooperation with the    

guidelines. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Collections   1/23-24    $4,309.00 
  Second Collection-Churches in Need    $511.00 
    

School parents must use church  

envelopes. 

 

 

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn  
 

For each car, truck or van, running or not,  
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per 

vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a  
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or 

neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would 
like to dispose of.   

 
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at  

(718) 491-2525. 

 

Please do not leave your unwanted religious 
mail on the radiators in the vestibule of 
Church. Things like that are not to be left 
around so that no one else has to touch 
them. Also when the heat comes up those 
radiator covers get very hot and I do not 
want to have a problem with paper materials 
on the cover of the radiators. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this    
matter. 

 

 
 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS  
for tax purposes will be available upon        

request. Please call the Rectory at 
(718) 728-7801 if you would like a      

statement mailed to you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Next weekend, February 6/7, the second 
collection will be for The Tablet.  Please be 

as generous as your means allow. 
 

Thank you. 



If you have a child beginning first grade in public 

school, it is time to register for Religious              

Education.  Diocesan guidelines require two years 
of instructions prior to the reception of a            

Sacrament. If your child is already in the first 

grade and missed this year, call the Office of        

Religious Education to set up an appointment to 

discuss the options. 
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,  

 (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org 

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW  
 

SOMEONE WHO… 
 

Has expressed an interest in becoming  
Catholic? 

Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not  
celebrated the Sacraments of  

  Eucharist and/or Confirmation? 
 

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is what you're looking for!      

 
Sessions focus on the teachings and                        

experience of the Church as well as prepare  
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of  

Baptism,  Confirmation, and Eucharist during the 
Easter  season.    
 

 For information please contact our   
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at 

(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM 

or by appointment 
                                   

 
 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic   
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers 

in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.  
The parish values and welcomes each        

person’s gift of time, talent and treasure.  As a 
faith-filled community, we are committed to 

minister to the spiritual, educational and   
material needs of all people.      

  

 

 

 

 

St. Agnes Academic High School 
Announces Impending Closure 

On January 13, St. Agnes Academic High School        
announced it will be closing at the end of this 
school year. Sister Peggy McVetty, OP, prioress of 
the Sisters of St. Dominic of Amityville, wrote the 
“decision to end 112 years of excellent education 
had been most difficult.” The high school had been 
co-educational for 40 years before becoming an   
all-girls institution in 1949.  “The financial realities 
during the past several years have made it         
impossible to sustain the school,” the letter        
continued. “The unprecedented economic projec-
tions and ramifications of the pandemic have only 
complicated the previously existing difficulties.” 

The 2020-2021 tuition, plus the non-refundable  
registration fee and technology fee for returning 
students, totaled $10,075.  Families attended     
virtual meetings to voice questions and concerns to 
the Leadership Council of the Sisters and St. 
Agnes’ administration. The school also stated it’s 
trying to develop a plan that would allow current 
juniors to accelerate their studies and earn a St. 
Agnes diploma by August, if they so desire. 

St. Agnes Principal Susan Nicoletti sent a letter to 
the students who had applied for the fall —         
encouraging them to reach out to The Mary Louis 
Academy, the only all-girls high school remaining in 
Queens, as well as other Catholic high schools.  

tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org
tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org





