
 
SUNDAY,       MAY 23 –Pentecost Sunday                                                                        
8:00 A.M.       Frank Hubert 
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Debbie Palmieri 
12:30 P.M.     Frank Caridi 
                       Concetta Saraceni 
                       Salvatore Faraci 
                       Maria Nicoletta Scenna  
                       Fina Gambino 
                       Antonio Bruno 
 
MONDAY,     MAY 24 – Blessed Virgin Mary - 
                                           Mother of the Church                                                             
9:00 A.M.       Mary Martinez 
 
TUESDAY,     MAY 25 - WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.        William Thompson 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 26 - St. Philip Neri                                   
9:00 A.M.         Vinicio Donato 
 
THURSDAY,    MAY 27 - WEEKDAY                                                    
9:00 A.M.         Anna Del Gos 
 
FRIDAY,            MAY 28 -  WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.          Dr. Arthur Gualtieri 
  
SATURDAY,     MAY 29 -  WEEKDAY                                                            
9:00 A.M.          Purgatorial Society 
                          Anton Zgaljic 
                          Luce Agaljic 
                                                                                                                                 
5:00 P.M.          Giuseppina Cinquemani  
 
SUNDAY,       MAY 30– The Most Holy Trinity                                                                                                                           
8:00 A.M.       Helen Farrugia      
9:30 A.M.       Rita Morris 
11:00 A.M.     For the People of Sr. Francis 
12:30 P.M.     Frank Caridi   
                      Maria Nicoletta Scenna 
                      Fina Gambino  
                                   

Mass Intention 

Pentecost Sunday 

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 

 
Pentecost Sunday 

   
 

       Acts 2:1-11                   
       1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 
       John 20:19-23 
 
                 
 
 

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  Genesis 3:9-15, 20 
   John 19:25-34 
 
TUESDAY:  Sirach 35:1-12 
   Mark 10:28-31 
 
WEDNESDAY: Sirach 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17 
                                    Mark 10:32-45 
    
THURSDAY:  Sirach 4:15-25 
                                    Mark 10:46-52 
 
FRIDAY:  Sirach 44:1, 9-13                         
   Mark 11:11-26 
 
SATURDAY:   Sirach 51:12cd-20 
                                    Mark 11:27-33 

 
 

The Most Holy Trinity-Solemnity  
   
       Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40 
                 Romans 8:14-17 
       Matthew 28:16-20 



 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today we celebrate the beautiful feast of Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the Church. The presence of the Holy 
Spirit as fire is rather intriguing. Fire, in religious terms, has typically had negative connotations: the fires of hell, 
the chaff will be burned in unquenchable fire, and fire destroying Sodom and Gomorrah. Despite these disturbing 
Scriptural references to fire, there are times when fire represents the presence of God. God speaks to Moses from a 
burning bush.  
 
With further reflection on the qualities of fire, it makes perfect sense that the Holy Spirit should appear as tongues 
of fire. Fire purifies. Fire transforms. Things are not the same after a fire goes through a place. Fire is consuming. It 
overtakes everything in its path. Fire rages forth. It goes where it wants to go.  
 
These are the same effects that the Holy Spirit brings upon those who open their lives to Him. These are the         
intended effects of God in our lives. We are to be purified and made holy. Our lives are to be transformed to be 
more like that of Christ. We are to be consumed, overtaken by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit wants to set our 
hearts on fire with love of the Lord, so we can help bring His love to others. God showers His Holy Spirit upon us 
like fire from heaven. 
 
When we speak about spirit, in a worldly sense, we usually mean something about life and passion. We can clearly 
recognize a person who is filled with spirit: school spirit, team spirit, work spirit, family spirit. They are on fire with 
passion. You can hear it in their voice. You can see it in their face. You can see it in the way they use their time and 
spend their money. Their whole heart is into it. They are so alive. 
 
Clearly, the sending of the Holy Spirit reflects God’s intention for the followers of Jesus to be on fire for Him in a 
similar way. The presence of the Holy Spirit builds, animates, and sanctifies the Church (CCC 747. Receiving the 
Holy Spirit, the Apostles went forth, boldly proclaiming Jesus Christ to friends and strangers, near and far. The fire 
of faith spread as the people saw the wonders that God was doing through the Apostles. Opening their lives to the 
Holy Spirit, the people faithfully, passionately shared their gifts and talents for the good of everyone and the honor 
and glory of God. They allowed the Spirit to burn away divisions through mutual forgiveness, and the peace of the 
Lord flowed over them.  
 
If we are going to be true Christians, we must be on fire for the Lord. Our faith cannot be like the little flame of a 
match. No, our faith must be like the flame of a blowtorch. We must burn with passion for the faith. With passion, 
we worship the lord. We pray with passion. We sing with passion. We listen to God’s word with passion. With    
passion, we proclaim to the world that Jesus Christ is Lord. Love for the Lord must be seen in our faces and heard in 
our voices as we talk about the faith. With passion, we must live out our faith. We must be excited to share our gifts 
and talents for the good of others. 
 
The Holy Spirit brings us such passion. He is the powerful, uncontained presence of God. It makes perfect sense, 
then, that He should come as fire upon us so that we will be purified, transformed and consumed by Him in order 
that we may be on fire for God in the world. Let us be open to the Holy Spirit. Come Holy Spirit come! Instill in us 
a blazing fire for the Lord! 

 
 
All the Blessings of the Risen Lord, 
Msgr. Maresca 
 
 
 

 
 





 

Monday, May 24, 2021  
The Blessed Virgin Mary  

Mother of the Church 

 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021  
The Feast of  

St. Philip Neri 

Today is the Feast Day of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the Church, a feast established in 2018 by 
Pope Francis to be celebrated every year upon the 
Monday following Pentecost.  

Today we celebrate the newly elevated memorial of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church. In 
this way, the Church specifically recalls Mary's    
reception of the Holy Spirit with the Apostles at    
Pentecost, as well as her desire to protect all who 
come to her Son in His Holy Church. The many 
mysteries of Jesus' life that Mary pondered were 
brought to full understanding in her heart at        
Pentecost. As the Church was fully established in the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, strengthening the 
Lord's followers to believe in and to proclaim the 
Gospel, the Blessed Mother was there as the       
foremost example of what it means to fully say yes 
to Jesus. Our new feast day is an invitation for each 
of us to receive more from Mary's example of       
holiness and from the grace of her Son that she    
offers us. Let us not be afraid to ask her prayers for 
ourselves and for the whole Church:  

“O Mary, Mother of Christ, and Mother of 
the Church, pray for us that we might be 

made worthy of the promises of your Son!” 
Fr. David Fons 

May you and your loved ones have 
a very happy and holy feast day!  

         Mary, Mother of the Church, 
pray for us!  

At an early age, Philip abandoned the chance to   
become a businessman, moved to Rome from     
Florence, and devoted his life and individuality to 
God. After three years of philosophy and theology 
studies, he gave up any thought of ordination. The 
next 13 years were spent in a vocation unusual at the 
time—that of a layperson actively engaged in prayer 
and the apostolate. 

As the Council of Trent (1545-63) was reforming 
the Church on a doctrinal level, Philip’s appealing 
personality was winning him friends from all levels 
of society, from beggars to cardinals. He rapidly 
gathered around himself a group of laypersons won 
over by his audacious spirituality. Initially, they met 
as an informal prayer and discussion group, and also 
served poor people in Rome. 

At the urging of his confessor, Philip was ordained a 
priest and soon became an outstanding confessor 
himself, gifted with the knack of piercing the pre-
tenses and illusions of others, though always in a 
charitable manner and often with a joke. Some of 
Philip’s followers became priests and lived together 
in community. This was the beginning of the Orato-
ry, the religious institute he founded. A feature of 
their life was a daily afternoon service of four infor-
mal talks, with vernacular hymns and prayers.  

Philip’s advice was sought by many of the         
prominent figures of his day. He is one of the        
influential figures of the Counter-Reformation, 
mainly for converting to personal holiness many of 
the influential people within the Church itself.  

After spending a day hearing confessions and       
receiving visitors, Philip Neri suffered a hemorrhage 
and died on the feast of Corpus Christi in 1595. He 
was beatified in 1615 and canonized in 1622.  



 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Corpus Christi Celebration 

Sunday, June 6, 2021 
1:30-3:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are invited to celebrate the solemnity of Corpus Christi with the 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, which will take place in Church 
on Sunday, June 6, from 1:30pm to 3:00pm.  The solemnity offers us 
the opportunity to deepen our faith in the Eucharist.  Please consider 

spending some time with the Lord in prayer, silent adoration and 
songs. 

 
OH SACRAMENT MOST HOLY, OH SACRAMENT DIVINE. 

ALL PRAISE AND ALL THANKSGIVING                                                    
BE EVERY MOMENT THINE. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 
taking place every Monday through      

Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The 

rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each morning. 
All are invited to stop by and spend some 

time in the presence of the Blessed      

Sacrament. Whether it’s for one day a 
week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a stop in to 

Church, it’s a  wonderful way                  
to begin our day. 

 

 Time spent in the presence of the Blessed   
Sacrament will bring countless blessings 

to you and our parish. 

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE              
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC 

 
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus, 
keeping your faith firm. 
 
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we 
need and we trust that you will provide for those 
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and        
celebration may return after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform      
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what 
Jesus tells us.  He who took our sufferings upon 
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us 
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection 
Amen. 
 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who 
are put to the test - and deliver us from every      
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 



 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, John Wrenn,  Rose     
Williams,  George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  
Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  

  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   

Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim 
Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  
 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter,  

Angelo Niakas, Serdjo Pavich & Peter Lopez. 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Pentecost Sunday 
May 23, 2021 

 

     “He will guide you to all truth” 
 

Consider a  vocation as a priest,     
   deacon or in the consecrated life.  

 

Contact the Vocation Office at   
(718) 827-2454 or                                              

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 
 

FOCUS:  
 

The gift of the Holy Spirit empowers Christ’s 
Church to prieach the Gospel. 

 
The gift of the Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus at 
the last Supper, enables Jesus’ disciples to boldly 

proclaim the Good News, continuing Jesus’     
mission.  As we celebrate Pentecost, we are called 

to open our hearts to the same Spirit so that we, 
too, might do our part in the work of the        

Kingdom.    

 
 

Open Letter - Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

"Heavenly Father, 
Filled with gratitude we bring our hearts to you for 

your mercy over our lives in so many ways. 
We specially thank you for giving us the light of your 
Word in "Scripture Study" through the dark days with 
COVID19.  We covered the precious Gospel of St. 
John.  It was patiently done, once a week, in five 

months. 
 

For their loving spiritual support to our community 
and to our work, we ask for your special blessings 

over Msgr. Ralph Maresca, Fr. Francis Asagba and 
all our Deacons.  Thank you for your loving guidance 

dear Father for all times to come. 
 

On this celebration of Pentecost, please open the 
hearts of every person in our community to receive 
the gifts of your Holy Spirit, so that we might bring 

the light of your love and wisdom to our hurting 
world. 

 

Praise, Honor and Glory to you dear Father.  Amen" 
 

Carmen R. Maag 
Scripture Study 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  



 

Please be mindful that there are 
people who come to church  

early in order to pray.  
 

Please show 
 respect by observing silence. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the    

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent 
and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, 

we are committed to minister to the       
spiritual, educational and material needs 

of all  people.      

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please 
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 
wave to people in the pews. Return to 
you seat in silence and use this special 
time for prayer and thanksgiving.      
Reflect that you have received the Body 
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe 
a prayerful silence. 

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 



St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Sunday Collections  5/15-5/16                $4,042.00 
   Second Collection 
   Catholic Communication                           578.00 
              

School parents must use church envelopes. 

  

Church Tower Repairs 
 
 

The front and side of the tower of Church are in 
need of major repair.  If you look closely at the 

wood it is rotting and cracked and, in some places, 
coming off.  Work needs to be done before water 

seeps into the stairwell going down to Msgr.   
Campbell Hall.  Before that happens, which would  

create mold and mildew, it has to be  repaired. 
 

I have contracted with ARTECH Church Restora-
tion, they are the company who restored the inside 

of our church years ago, to do the work on the    
tower.  They will fasten all the loose boards and 

then install custom cap aluminum siding to replicate 
the existing design.  This will protect the  

tower and prevent any rotting or leakage of water 
for years to come.  The cost of this project is 

$25,500.00. 
 

I know we are in challenging times, however, if you 
are able to make a donation to help defray the cost, I 
would be very grateful.  Please make the check out 

to St. Francis of Assisi and mark the envelope  
“TOWER RESTORATION”.  You may place it in 

any collection or drop it off at the rectory.   
 

Thank you for your support of this project and your 
help in keeping our Church in good  shape. 

 
Also, I am grateful to all those who have already 

donated to this project. 
 
 

Msgr. Maresca 

THANK YOU to all who have donated to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate 
your generosity. As of this time we have 
$24,713.00 pledged and $20,029.00 paid 

towards our goal of $41,679.00. 
If you have not donated to the appeal as of 

this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a 
donation to help us achieve our goal.       

Envelopes are available in Church or you 
may stop at the rectory.  

 
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal 
for our Religious Education Program and a 
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital 
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help 
us reach our goal since we do benefit from 

the appeal. 
 

Thank you for your support. 



If you have a child beginning first grade in public 

school, it is time to register for Religious              

Education.  Diocesan guidelines require two years 
of instructions prior to the reception of a            

Sacrament. If your child is already in the first 

grade and missed this year, call the Office of        

Religious Education to set up an appointment to 

discuss the options. 
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,  

 (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org 

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW  
 

SOMEONE WHO… 
 

Has expressed an interest in becoming  
Catholic? 

Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not  
celebrated the Sacraments of  

  Eucharist and/or Confirmation? 
 

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is what you're looking for!      

 
Sessions focus on the teachings and                        

experience of the Church as well as prepare  
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of  

Baptism,  Confirmation, and Eucharist during the 
Easter  season.    
 

 For information please contact our   
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at 

(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM 

or by appointment 
                                   

 
 

Even though you may be fully         
vaccinated against the COVID 19     

virus, you are still required to wear a 
mask that covers your nose, mouth and 

chin upon entering the church. 
 

You must also continue to maintain  
social distancing while in church. 

 
SPREAD THE WORD 

NOT THE VIRUS  

 

tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org
tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org


To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having implored 
the help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. 

Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God 
and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child Jesus, we 
humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance which Jesus Christ has  
purchased by his Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us in our      
necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen children of    
Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and 
corrupting influence; O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven 
assist us in our struggle with the power of darkness. 

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s 
Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, 
each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by your example 
and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain 
eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 

 


