
 
SUNDAY,       MAY 9 –Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                                        
8:00 A.M.       Holy Name 
9:30 A.M.       Mother’s Day Novena 
11:00 A.M.     Patricia Hili 
12:30 P.M.     Giuseppina Anna Volpe 
                       Calofe Pina Annibale 
                       Filomenia Cinquemani 
                       Giovanna Cinquemani 
                       Lina Valentini 
                       The Ruffini Family     
 
MONDAY,     MAY 10 – WEEKDAY                                                             
9:00 A.M.       Mother’s Day Novena 
 
TUESDAY,     MAY 11 - WEEKDAY 
9:00 A.M.        Mother’s Day Novena 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 12 - WEEKDAY                                   
9:00 A.M.         Mother’s Day Novena 
7:30 P.M.         Tommaso Scarlatto 
 
THURSDAY,    MAY 13 - The Ascension of the Lord                                                    
9:00 A.M.         Mother’s Day Novena 
11:00 A.M.       Linda Zuliani 
 
FRIDAY,            MAY 14 -  St. Matthias, Apostel 
9:00 A.M.          Mother’s Day Novena 
  
SATURDAY,     MAY 15 -  WEEKDAY                                                            
9:00 A.M.          Purgatorial Society 
                          Mother’s Day Novena 
                          Bishop Thomas V. Daily 
                          Riccardo Cicconetti 
                                                                                                       
5:00 P.M.          Gino Carpinini  
 
SUNDAY,       MAY 16– Seventh Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                          
8:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis                       
9:30 A.M.       Loretta Danke 
11:00 A.M.     Susan Ellen Perinuzzi 
12:30 P.M.     Ninfina Cangialosi   
                       Antonina Cangialosi 

Mass Intention 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 

Today’s Readings 
 

 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

   
 

       Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
           1 John 4:7-10 
       John 15:9-17 
                 
 
 

Readings for the Week 
 
 
MONDAY:  Acts 13:11-26 
   John 15:26-16:4a 
 
TUESDAY:  Acts 16:22-34 
   John 16:6-11 
 
WEDNESDAY: Acts 17:15, 22-18:1 
                                    John 16:12-15 
    
THURSDAY:  Acts 1:1-11 
                                    Ephesians 1:17-23 
                                    Mark 16:15-20 
 
FRIDAY:  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26                         
   John 15:9-17 
 
SATURDAY:    Acts 18:23-28 
                                    John 16:23b-28 

 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
   
       Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c 26            
       1 John 4:11-16 
       John 17:11b-19 



 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 

Today, after our Scripture readings, both from the writings of John, the only 
thoughts that come to mind are to say: “GOD IS LOVE”! We tend to complicate 
things in our lives, in particular important relationships. Yet God cuts to the 
chase and makes it rather easy, rather obvious. God is love! He loves all people 
and desires all people to be saved. This is why God sent his Son, Jesus. 
 
Although these truths seem relatively basic and straightforward from our         
perspective today, they were not so simple for the early Church to understand, as 

it was seeking to find its way. However, as our reading from the Acts of the   
Apostles illustrates, when people such as Peter saw how the Holy Spirit was 
working to bring both Jew and Gentile to believe in Jesus, a consensus emerged 
relatively quickly. They saw that God shows no partiality and that whoever acts        
uprightly and believes in Jesus can be saved. There were, of course, tensions       
regarding how Jewish and Gentile believers could live together in community. 
With the help of the Holy Spirit, these issues were able to be worked through and 
the mission of the Church was advanced. 
 
If we pay close attention to the Acts of the Apostles, we can observe that many of 
the same questions and tensions they dealt with exist in almost any community 
of faith today. This makes clear that every generation of believers faces the     
challenge of staying focused on what is most important. When the faithful stay 

focused on the truth that God is love and on living the commandment of our Lord 
to love one another, life becomes less complicated.  
 
As the Easter season comes to a close, let us continue to proclaim to all the world 
our belief in the Risen Lord. Let us do this by continuing to witness to our faith, 
by staying true to its basic essence, by abiding in God’s love, and by loving one 
another. Let us do these things to such a degree that all the world can respond, 
YES, GOD IS, INDEED, LOVE!  

 
 
All the Blessings of the Risen Lord, 
Msgr. Maresca 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Thursday May 13, 2021  
The Ascension of The Lord  

Solemnity 

The Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ is described in the passage from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1:8-
11), and is also noted in Mark 16:19 and Luke 24:50-53. Jesus refers to his Ascension in the Gospel of John 
when he tells Mary Magdalene, "Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father, but go to 
my brothers and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God" (John 20:17). Before his Ascension, Christ spent forty days teaching the Apostles and disciples about 
the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). The Lord informed them that they would receive power from the Holy Spirit 
to be is witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The Ascension occurred at Bethany on the Mount of Ol-
ives (Luke 19:29). Christ's work of redemption has become known as the Paschal Mystery of Christ and was    
accomplished principally by his Passion, death, Resurrection, and Glorious Ascension into Heaven. The Pas-
chal Mystery of Christ constitutes one action for the salvation of mankind, for Jesus “was handed over to 
death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification” (Romans 4:25). 
 
Jesus Christ made multiple appearances in several locations to his disciples for forty days following his   
Resurrection. For example, Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene in Jerusalem (Matthew 28:9-10, Mark 
16:9, John 20:14-17), to two disciples on the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32), to Simon Peter (Luke 24:34, 
First Corinthians 15:5), to his disciples in the evening of that first day (John 20:19), and a week later to 
Thomas and the disciples (John 20:26). He appeared to James (First Corinthians 15:7), and to Peter and the 
Apostles in Galilee (Matthew 28:16-20, John 21:1). 
 
At the same time, Christ Jesus appeared to his disciples even after his Ascension into Heaven. Stephen saw 
Jesus "standing at the right hand of God" prior to his martyrdom (Acts 7:55). Saul experienced Conversion 
on the road to Damascus when he was blinded by a bright light and told "I am Jesus whom you are            
persecuting" (Acts 9:3-5). The Lord Jesus appeared to Ananias in Damascus, instructing him to baptize Saul 
of Tarsus (Acts 9:10-19). The "Spirit of Jesus" redirected Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke on the second    
missionary journey towards Troas, where they boarded a ship for Macedonia, the first recorded introduction 
of Christianity into Europe (Acts 16:7-10). The Lord reassured Paul to stay in Corinth after he had baptized 
Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue (Acts 18:9). Jesus actually appeared to Paul in the Temple of Jerusalem 
(Acts 22:17-18)! The Lord stood by Paul in Jerusalem and advised him that he was to "bear witness" to Him 
in Rome (Acts 23:11). His final appearance in Scripture was to John on the island of Patmos in the Book of 
Revelation (1:10-1:20). 
 
His glorious Ascension signified the completion of his time on earth, which is celebrated by the Church forty 
days after the Resurrection and ten days before the Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ gave us hope by promising that "when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also" (John 14:3). 

https://www.jesuschristsavior.net/Resurrection.html


 

Thursday May 13, 2021  
The Feast of  

Our Lady of Fatima 

 

Friday May 14, 2021  
The Feast of  

St. Matthias, Apostle 

According to Acts 1:15-26, during the days after 
the Ascension Peter stood up in the midst of 
the brothers—about 120 of Jesus’ followers. 
Now that Judas had betrayed his ministry, it 
was necessary, Peter said, to fulfill the       
scriptural recommendation that another should 
take his office. “Therefore, it is necessary that 
one of the men who accompanied us the whole 
time the Lord Jesus came and went among us, 
beginning from the baptism of John until the 
day on which he was taken up from us, become 
with us a witness to his resurrection” (Acts 1:21
-22).  They nominated two men: Joseph     
Barsabbas and Matthias. They prayed and 
drew lots. The choice fell upon Matthias, who 
was added to the Eleven. 

Matthias is not mentioned by name anywhere 
else in the New Testament. 

What was the holiness of Matthias? Obviously, 
he was suited for apostleship by the              
experience of being with Jesus from his      
baptism to his ascension. He must also have 
been suited personally, or he would not have 
been nominated for so great a responsibility. 
Must we not remind ourselves that the              
fundamental holiness of Matthias was his re-
ceiving gladly the relationship with the Father 
offered him by Jesus and completed by the  
Holy Spirit? If the apostles are the foundations 
of our faith by their witness, they must also be 
reminders, if only implicitly, that holiness is   
entirely a matter of God’s giving, and it is      
offered to all, in the everyday circumstances of 
life. We receive, and even for this God supplies 
the power of freedom.  

Between May 13 and October 13, 1917, three 
Portuguese children–Francisco and Jacinta 
Marto and their cousin Lucia dos Santos–
received apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria 
near Fatima, a city 110 miles north of Lisbon. 
Mary asked the children to pray the rosary for 
world peace, for the end of World War I, for sin-
ners, and for the conversion of Russia. 

Mary gave the children three secrets. Following 
the deaths of Francisco and Jacinta in 1919 
and 1920 respectively, Lucia revealed the first 
secret in 1927. It concerned devotion to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary. The second secret was 
a vision of hell. When Lucia grew up she be-
came a Carmelite nun and died in 2005 at the 
age of 97. 

Pope John Paul II directed the Holy See’s    
Secretary of State to reveal the third secret in 
2000; it spoke of a “bishop in white” who was 
shot by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and 
arrows into him. Many people linked this vision 
to the assassination attempt against Pope John 
Paul II in St. Peter’s Square on May 13, 1981. 

The feast of Our Lady of Fatima was approved 
by the local bishop in 1930; it was added to the 
Church’s worldwide calendar in 2002. 

O Most Holy Virgin Mary, Queen of the most holy 
Rosary, you were pleased to appear to the children 
of Fatima and reveal a glorious message. We im-
plore you, inspire in our hearts a fervent love for 
the recitation of the Rosary. By meditating on the 
mysteries of the redemption that are recalled there-
in may we obtain the graces and virtues that we 
ask, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Redeemer.  



 
Congratulations to Father Francis Asagba on being named the 
Administrator of St. Bonaventure-St. Benedict the Moor     
Parish. The people in his new parish will be so blessed with 
him. While this is exciting news for Father Francis to get his 
own parish, it is sad news for us because he will be leaving St. 
Francis of Assisi. We are losing a good priest and a dear 
friend. Fr. Francis has been with us for six years and has 
touched the lives of many parishioners. He will always be      
remembered in our hearts and in our prayers.  
 
Fr. Francis will end his assignment here on June 30th but will 
remain living here until September 1st when he reports to his 
new parish. We will have a special mass and reception for Fr. 
Francis in September. More information will follow. 
 
 I want to welcome to the Parish Family of St. Francis of Assisi 
Fr. Peter Nguyen. Fr. Peter will begin his ministry at St.   
Francis of Assisi on June 30th. Father Peter is ordained 18 
years and is coming from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in 
Astoria. We wish him well in his ministry here and assure him 
of our prayers. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is 

taking place every Monday through      
Saturday from 8:00 AM to 8:50 AM. The 

rosary is prayed at 8:30 AM each morning. 
All are invited to stop by and spend some 

time in the presence of the Blessed      

Sacrament. Whether it’s for one day a 
week, 5 minutes a visit, or just a stop in to 

Church, it’s a  wonderful way                  

to begin our day. 
 

 Time spent in the presence of the Blessed   
Sacrament will bring countless blessings 

to you and our parish. 

 

PRAYER TO MARY DURING THE              
CORONAVIRUS PANADEMIC 

 
O Mary, you shine continuously along our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the Cross were near to the pain of Jesus, 
keeping your faith firm. 
 
You, salvation of the Roman people, know what we 
need and we trust that you will provide for those 
needs so that, as at Cana of Galilee, joy and        
celebration may return after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform      
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what 
Jesus tells us.  He who took our sufferings upon 
Himself, and took up our sorrows to bring us 
through the Cross to the joy of the Resurrection 
Amen. 
 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God. Do not despose our pleas - we who 
are put to the test - and deliver us from every      
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can 
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners  
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social 

distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary 
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound 
person should be equally comfortable in having the 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit 

their home.  If Extraordinary Ministers are willing, 
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know. 

Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy 
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your 
name, address, and phone number. A minister will 

be in contact with you to make the necessary      
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister 

on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy  
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when 

you call the rectory. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  



 

 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Steven Joyce, Ana Balint, John Wrenn,  Rose     
Williams,  George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  
Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  

  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   

Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  
Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller, John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim 
Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  

Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  
 Benedicto Randazzo, Theresa Unter                        

& Angelo Niakas 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

Sixth Sunday  
of Easter 

May 9, 2021 
 

     “The Holy Spirit fell upon all who    
      were listening” 

 
Consider a  vocation as a priest,     

   deacon or in the consecrated life.  
 

Contact the Vocation Office at   
(718) 827-2454 or                                              

email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

 
FOCUS:  

 

Love one another; the commandment is not always 
easy to follow, but it is always good. 

 
Jesus commands us to love one another.  As He 

laid down his life, we imitate Jesus in laying down 
our lives and loving others.  The command; 
though difficult, comes with a purpose and    

promise: We remain in Him and our joy will be 
complete.  We can love others and bear fruit in 

Christ, if we remain firmly rooted to Him.    

 

 
"Your words, Lord, are spirit and life; You 

have the words of everlasting life" 
John 6:63c, 68c 

 
The Scripture Study Group will meet on Thursday, May 
13th, with the study of the Third Letter of  John 1-15. 
 
This will be the last meeting of the SFA Scripture Study 
Group for this term.  We hope to resume again in        
September and look forward to welcoming new members. 
 
Wishing you a blessed and joyful summer and may the 
Peace of Christ be with you. 
 
If you are interested in joining our study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory 
at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your name and 
contact information.  
 

 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture 
All Are Welcome! 

 

The Solemnity of the Ascension 
of Our Lord  

O Lord, 

We thank you for allowing us to celebrate 
this feast 
which reminds us of your going before us 
to heaven. 
We long to join you in the gift of               
everlasting life 
which you gained for us in your self-giving 
death and resurrection. 
Allow us to serve your people until the day 
when we celebrate together 
the joy of your Kingdom, 
where you live and reign forever and ever 
Amen.  



 

Please be mindful that there are 
people who come to church  

early in order to pray.  
 

Please show 
 respect by observing silence. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus,    
gathers in worship and witnesses the    

Gospel message.  The parish values and 
welcomes each person’s gift of time, talent 
and  treasure.  As a faith-filled community, 

we are committed to minister to the       
spiritual, educational and material needs 

of all  people.      

 

RECEIVING  
HOLY COMMUNION 

 

After receiving Holy Communion, please 
remember this is a special time with the 
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or 
wave to people in the pews. Return to 
you seat in silence and use this special 
time for prayer and thanksgiving.      
Reflect that you have received the Body 
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe 
a prayerful silence. 

 
 

Ensuring the Future of Your Church 
 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

 

 

REMINDER 
 

Every other pew in Church is closed in     
order to observe social distancing and keep 
everyone safe. I have noticed some people 

disregarding the closed off pew and moving 
the sign and sitting in the row. Please DO 

NOT do that. I want people to be safe and to 
observe social distancing. As soon as we are 

able we will open the closed off pews.   
However, until that time they must remain 

closed and no one is to sit in them.  
Thank you for your cooperation and          

understanding in this matter. 
 
Msgr. Maresca 

 

The Ascension of The Lord 
 

This Thursday, May 13th, is a Holy 
Day of Obligation. 

 
There will be a Vigil Mass on 

Wednesday, May 12th, at 7:30 PM.  
 

Mass on Thursday, May 13th will be 
at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM.   

 
There is NO evening Mass on  

Thursday.    
 

All are welcome!  



 

Next weekend, May 15/16, the second    
collection will be for Catholic               

Communications. 
Please be as generous as your means allow. 

 

Thank you. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 
 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Sunday Collections   5/1-5/2                  $4,404.00 
              

School parents must use church envelopes. 

 

Church Tower Repairs 
 
 

The front and side of the tower of Church are in 
need of major repair.  If you look closely at the 

wood it is rotting and cracked and, in some places, 
coming off.  Work needs to be done before water 

seeps into the stairwell going down to Msgr.   
Campbell Hall.  Before that happens, which would  

create mold and mildew, it has to be  repaired. 
 

I have contracted with ARTECH Church Restora-
tion, they are the company who restored the inside 

of our church years ago, to do the work on the    
tower.  They will fasten all the loose boards and 

then install custom cap aluminum siding to replicate 
the existing design.  This will protect the  

tower and prevent any rotting or leakage of water 
for years to come.  The cost of this project is 

$25,500.00. 
 

I know we are in challenging times, however, if you 
are able to make a donation to help defray the cost, I 
would be very grateful.  Please make the check out 

to St. Francis of Assisi and mark the envelope  
“TOWER RESTORATION”.  You may place it in 

any collection or drop it off at the rectory.   
 

Thank you for your support of this project and your 
help in keeping our Church in good  shape. 

 
Also, I am grateful to all those who have already 

donated to this project. 
 
 

Msgr. Maresca 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all who have donated to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate 
your generosity. As of this time we have 
$18,390.00 pledged and $14,542.00 paid 

towards our goal of $41,679.00. 
If you have not donated to the appeal as of 

this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a 
donation to help us achieve our goal.       

Envelopes are available in Church or you 
may stop at the rectory.  

 
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal 
for our Religious Education Program and a 
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital 
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help 
us reach our goal since we do benefit from 

the appeal. 
 

Thank you for your support. 



If you have a child beginning first grade in public 

school, it is time to register for Religious              

Education.  Diocesan guidelines require two years 
of instructions prior to the reception of a            

Sacrament. If your child is already in the first 

grade and missed this year, call the Office of        

Religious Education to set up an appointment to 

discuss the options. 
Anthony Perrelli, Director of Faith Formation,  

 (718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org 

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW  
 

SOMEONE WHO… 
 

Has expressed an interest in becoming  
Catholic? 

Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not  
celebrated the Sacraments of  

  Eucharist and/or Confirmation? 
 

Then RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is what you're looking for!      

 
Sessions focus on the teachings and                        

experience of the Church as well as prepare  
individuals to celebrate the Sacraments of  

Baptism,  Confirmation, and Eucharist during the 
Easter  season.    
 

 For information please contact our   
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at 

(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.  
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM 

or by appointment 
                                   

 
Even though you may be fully         

vaccinated against the COVID 19     
virus, you are still required to wear a 
mask that covers your nose, mouth 
and chin upon entering the church. 

 
You must also continue to maintain 
social distancing while in church. 

 
SPREAD THE WORD 

NOT THE VIRUS  
 

  
 
 
 
 

The Golden Age Society invites all           
parishioners (members and non-members) 

to join with us as we honor Mary our   
Mother with Mass on Monday, May 10th at 
11:00am.  We pray that Mary will continue 
to watch over all our friends and neighbors 

as we continue our journey through this   
pandemic.   

 
Please enter through the main door on      

21st Avenue.  Masks are required. 
 

Thank you. 

tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org
tel:(718)%20278-0259
mailto:dre@sfaacademy.org


Happy Mothers Day 

to all the mothers, grandmothers and godmothers. May God bless you.  

We offer a prayer today to Mary, Mother of God: 

Hail Mary, Full of Grace, The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is 

the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the 

hour of death.                                                Amen  






