
 
 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 29–First Sunday of Advent                                                    
8:00 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis  
9:30 A.M.       Joseph Spiteri 
11:00 A.M.     Concetta Gandolfo 
12:30 P.M.     Nicolino Turano     
                       Lucille Czarnecki 
                       Carmine Avena 
                       Macchia Family 
                       Benedetto Family 
       
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30- St. Andrew, Apostle  
9:00 A.M.       Marco Vlakancic 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1- WEEKDAY                            
9:00 A.M.      Michael Trentacosti 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2- WEEKDAY                                 
9:00 A.M.       Raymond Loud 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 - WEEKDAY 

9:00 A.M.       Christy Herlihy 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4-  St. Francis Xavier       
9:00 A.M.        Mike Perrino 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 - WEEKDAY                       
9:00 A.M.      Purgatorial Society 
                      Eileen Flynn                  
                      Salvatore Zonzini 
                      Dorothy Gerace 
                      Eleanor O’Hagan 
                      Lauri Hengl (Healing) 
  
5:00 P.M.      Michael Mangialino Sr. 
 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 6– Second Sunday of Advent                                                                                                                               
8:00 A.M.       Nicola D’Alleva                          
9:30 A.M.       For the People of St. Francis 
11:00 A.M.     Szetela Family 
12:30 P.M.     Calogero Cutoia 
                       Emilia Ttrentini 
                       Ida Caniglia 
                       Ida Zoppo 
                        

Mass Intention 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Today’s Readings 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
   
  Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7 
  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
  Mark 13:33-37 
 

     

Readings for the Week 
 
 

 
MONDAY:  Romans 10:9-18 
   Matthew 4:18-22 
 
TUESDAY:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
   Luke 10:21-24 
 
WEDNESDAY: Isaiah 25:6-10a 
   Matthew 15:29-37 
    
THURSDAY:  Isaiah 26:1-6 
   Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
 
FRIDAY:  Isaiah 29:17-24                                        
                                    Matthew 9:27-31 
 
SATURDAY:   Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26 
   Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 
    

 
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
   
  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
  2 Peter 3:8-14 
  Mark 1:1-8 

   



 

My Dear Parishioners, 
 
Today, the first Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of the new liturgical year, a year of 
grace in the Lord. How quickly time moves on.  I hope and pray that for each of us it will be a 
new beginning in our spiritual journey with Jesus. The year will unfold for us the mysteries of 
Christ’s life, ministry, suffering, passion, death, resurrection, and ascension into glory. Our 
journey this year with Jesus can be an occasion for each of us to deepen our participation in 
the mystery of His dying and rising. May it be a year filled with hope and promise. Our        
experience will not be the same as previous years, even though the stories about Jesus will be 
familiar. New personal insights and a fuller knowledge of God’s work in our lives can be ours 
if we are willing to walk with Jesus once again, following him as did his disciples. 
 
In today’s gospel Jesus gives his disciples strong advice: “Be watchful! Be alert!” Jesus shared 
with them God’s plan and what was to come at the end of the world. Jesus uses the parable of 
the man traveling abroad who “places his servants in charge, each with his own work’ to     
designate the place of the disciples in God’s plan. Do we, too, recognize that we are each    
given a task to carry out while the master is away? The opening Prayer for today’s liturgy 
speaks of the task in these words, “Grant your faithful, the resolve to run forth to meet your 
Christ with righteous deeds at his coming.” If we all took this task seriously the world would 
be free of war, poverty, injustice, oppression, hatred, and all other evils. 
 
The age-old problem of the unwillingness of people to do righteous deeds also afflicted the  
Israelites in the time of the prophet Isaiah. The beginning of today’s first reading          
acknowledges God as Redeemer and Father forever. In spite of this the people are sinful and 
their hearts have hardened to the ways of the Lord. Isaiah describes the people as unclean,  
polluted rags, and withered leaves because of their sinfulness. Isaiah recalls the awesome 
deeds that God has done, none of which eye has seen nor ear ever heard, and pleads with God 
to return, to come down that he might catch the people doing right. Isaiah perceives God’s   
fatherly love for the Israelites, acknowledges that they are the clay, that God is the potter, and 
that they are the work of God’s hands. 
 
If we are willing clay, God can shape us into vessels that do righteous deeds. As Paul promises 
the Corinthians, Jesus will strengthen us as well to endure until he comes again. This is the  
favor God has shown to us, reshaping us into worthy vessels again and again so that when 
Christ comes in glory at the end of time, we will be found worthy and blameless on that day of 
the Lord. Our Advent task is to let God reshape our hearts and minds into his instruments of 
doing righteous deeds. Let us pray our Advent prayer: Show us, Lord, your love; and grant us 
your salvation. 
 
All God’s Blessings, 
Msgr. Maresca 



 

Monday November 30, 2020  
The Feast of 

St. Andrew, Apostle 

 

Tursday December 3, 2020  
The Feast of  

St. Francis Xavier 

Andrew was Saint Peter’s brother, and 
was called with him. “As [Jesus] was 
walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon who is now called 
Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting 
a net into the sea; they were   
fishemen. He said to them, ‘Come after 
me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.’ At once they left their nets and 
followed him” (Matthew 4:18-20). 

John the Evangelist presents Andrew 
as a disciple of John the Baptist. 
When Jesus walked by one day, John 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” An-
drew and another disciple followed  
Jesus. “Jesus turned and saw them 
following him and said to them, ‘What 
are you looking for?’ They said to him, 
‘Rabbi , where are you staying?’ He 
said to them, ‘Come, and you will see.’ 
So they went and saw where he was 
staying, and they stayed with him that 
day” (John 1:38-39a). 

Little else is said about Andrew in the 
Gospels. Before the multiplication of 
the loaves, it was Andrew who spoke 
up about the boy who had the barley 
loaves and fishes.  

Legend has it that Andrew preached 
the Good News in what is now modern 
Greece and Turkey and was crucified 
at Patras on an X-shaped cross. 

Jesus asked, “What profit would there be for 
one to gain the whole world and forfeit his 
life?” (Matthew 16:26a). The words were        
repeated to a young teacher of philosophy 
who had a highly promising career in aca-
demics, with success and a life of prestige 
and honor before him.  Francis Xavier, 24 at 
the time, and living and teaching in Paris, 
did not heed these words at once. They 
came from a good friend, Ignatius of Loyola, 
whose tireless persuasion finally won the 
young man to Christ. Francis then made the 
spiritual exercises under the direction of   
Ignatius, and in 1534, joined his little      
community, the infant Society of Jesus.          
Together at Montmartre they vowed poverty, 
chastity, obedience, and apostolic service       
according to the directions of the pope. 

From Venice, where he was ordained a priest 
in 1537, Xavier went on to Lisbon and from 
there sailed to the East Indies. For the next 
10 years he labored to bring the faith to such 
widely scattered peoples as the Hindus, the 
Malayans, and the Japanese. He spent much 
of that time in India, and served as provincial 
of the newly established Jesuit province of 
India.  Wherever he went, Xavier lived with 
the poorest people, sharing their food and 
rough accommodations. He spent countless 
hours ministering to the sick and the poor,          
particularly to lepers.  

Xavier went through the islands of Malaysia, 
then up to Japan. He learned enough Japa-
nese to preach to simple folk, to instruct, 
and to baptize, and to establish missions for 
those who were to follow him. From Japan 
he had dreams of going to China, but this 
plan was never realized. Before reaching the 
mainland, he died.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARISH OUTREACH PROGRAM 

 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish will begin a 
new outreach program beginning with 
the season of Advent. I am grateful to 
Deacon Tom and his wife Jane and 

Deacon Giovanni who agreed to be the 
team to implement this program. 

 
They will reach out by phone to all who 
had a child baptized in St. Francis of 
Assisi. Also, they will be in contact 
with those who lost a loved one and 

those who were married in our parish. 
It will present a  wonderful opportunity 
to let them know that we care, that we 
want to assist them if needed, and that 

they belong to our parish family. 
 

I ask for your prayers for this new   
ministry and the team members who 

will represent our parish. 
 
 
Msgr. Maresca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 
Beginning Monday, November 30th, we will 

have exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
before the 9:00 AM Mass. The Blessed   

Sacrament will be exposed at 8:00 AM each 

morning, Monday through Saturday, giving 
parishioners an opportunity for private 

prayer before the Lord in the Blessed     
Sacrament. At 8:30 AM the rosary will be 

prayed by parishioners    before the Blessed 

Sacrament. At 8:50 AM the Blessed         
Sacrament will be reposed before the 9:00 

AM Mass. Jesus calls us to perseverance in 
prayer. “Pray without  ceasing.”  “Watch 

and pray.” Eucharistic adoration helps us 

discover the Real  
Presence of Christ. 

 

What a wonderful way to begin our day 
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in   

silence or praying the Holy Rosary. 
 

Please make every effort to take advantage 

of this time with the Lord. We are living in 
challenging times and we all need the Lord 

to strength our faith and give us the     

courage to live each day. 
 

I encourage our school parents to stop by 
after you drop your children at school. It 

does not have to be a long visit                

(10 minutes) to begin your day with the 
Lord. Time spent before the Blessed        

Sacrament will give our parish and each  
parishioner countless blessings. 



 

                  
 Remember in your prayers all those   
in our parish who are sick, that they 

may find health and comfort:       
 

Ana Balint, John Wrenn, Rose Williams,  
George Behringer,  Augustin Cisneros,  Mario Floramo, 

Martha Calado,  James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,  
  Carol Ross,  Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,                   

Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,   
Nancy McCaffrey,  Christopher  

Wojtalik, Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco,   
William Goss, Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,  

Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,   
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan,  

Marilyn Miller,   John Carmody, Rosario Duran,  
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,  

Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,  
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato, Jim Kreitler, 

Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,  
Louise Joyce Mastromarco, Margaret Culhane,  

 Benedicto Randazzo 
                    

Also remember in your prayers all the  
deceased of the Parish.  Please remember to  

continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,  
religious life,  diaconate, and married life. 

 

 First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 

 

 
 “We are the clay and you the potter; 
we are all the work of your hands” 

 
Consider a  vocation as a priest,     

deacon or in the  consecrated life.  
Contact the Vocation Office at   

(718) 827-2454 or                                              
email:vocations@diobrook.org 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
In Loving Memory of  

Joseph Spiteri 
Requested by: 

The Spiteri Family 

Memorials for the Weeks of    

November 29, 2020 

 

 

FOCUS:  
 

Let us be ever watchful for our God, who come to 
us in ordinary circumstances. 

 
Perhaps, like Isaiah, we long for God to          

perform a breathtaking miracle that would make 
us sit up and take notice.  Yet, as people of faith, 

we are called to see God in the ordinary.          
Advent gives us the opportunity to take time to 

pray - to sharpen our vision of God’s presence in 
our daily lives. 

ALTAR BREAD  
 In Loving Memory of  

  Aldo Ghirardi 
  Requested by: 

 Mary Ann Farrell 

 

SFA  SCRIPTURE  STUDY 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME  
 

"Not by bread alone shall man live, but by every word of 
God" 

 
Join us in our virtual scripture study.  We meet every 
Thursday at 7:30pm.  The December 3rd meeting will      
continue the study of John, Chapter 6. 

 
We are using Zoom as our platform.   
 
Technical assistance will be provided by Ellen Vento for 
accessing and using the program. 
 
The Gospel readings and study will be conducted using 
the Little Rock Scripture program.  Study booklets will 
be   provided.   
 
If you are interested in joining the study group or would 
like further information, please contact us through our 
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the      
rectory at (718) 728-7801.  Please be sure to leave your 
name and contact information. 
 

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture-- 
All Are Welcome! 

For information contact: 
sfascripturestudy@gmail.com 

 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Just a reminder when coming up to receive Holy  

Communion, and after receiving Jesus, one should be 

 thinking of the wonderful privilege as a Catholic to 

receive Jesus, that special time we have with our 

Lord and Savior. It is not a time to allow oneself to be 

distracted by looking all around, waving, or speaking 

with the person on the end of the pew.                     

The Roman Missal states that,  

“one should prepare by praying quietly, so that one 

may fruitfully receive the Body and Blood of Christ”. 
 

 

mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com
mailto:sfascripturestudy@gmail.com


 
Ensuring the Future of Your Church 

 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your  
goodness and generosity to ensure that the  

ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria.  A  
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a 
lasting memorial.  Many of our parishioners use 

their wills or  living trusts to make their most  
generous gifts. Please remember us when you  

create yours. 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
Weekly Offering 

 

Thank you for your continued  
generosity of giving each week. Your  

weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.  
 

The Collection/Donation  
for the weekend: 

 

Collection 11/21-11/22   $3,618.00 
   Second Envelope Human Development 
                                                                $657.00 

School parents must use church  

envelopes. 

 

 

 

2021 Mass Book 
 

The 2021 Mass Book is now open 
 

  Please note the following:  
 

 The 9 AM Mass Monday to Friday  
is a single intention Mass  

 
 On Saturday the 9 AM Mass is a multiple  
intention Mass and the 5 PM Mass is a single 

intention Mass. 
 

 Sunday 12:30 PM Italian Mass is a multiple  
intention Mass. 

 
 
All Announced Masses  are $15.00  
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00  
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp & 
Altar Candles) are $60.00  
Altar Flowers are $75.00 
 
  

Please note all precautions will be taken for the    
well-being and safety of every parishioner.  All those 
coming to the Rectory office must where a mask.   
 
The Rectory office hours are: 
 

Monday thru Friday 
  

9:00am to 12:00 noon 
1:00pm to 5:00pm 

 
There are NO evening or Saturday hours at the     

present time. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation 
during this difficult time.   

 

ATTENTION: 
 

Please DO NOT light the candles in Church by  
using another candle. One could get burned and the 
wax is dripping all over the candle stands creating a 
mess. PLEASE use the lighter. If you have trouble 

with the lighter, ask for help. 

 
 
 
 

This weekend, November 28/29, the second 
collection will be for fuel to keep our church 

warm during the winter month. 
Please be as generous as your means allow. 

 
Thank you. 

 

Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn  
 

For each car, truck or van, running or not,  
The Associated Vincentian Charities of Brooklyn 
will give back to St. Francis of Assisi $50/100 per 

vehicle. Maybe you don’t have a vehicle, but a  
family member, friend or neighbor has an old or 

neglected vehicle in their driveway that they would 
like to dispose of.   

 
Call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at  

(718) 491-2525. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
ADVENT WREATH CANDLES 

 

The Advent Candles will burn in 
memory of: 

 

Rocco D’Angelo 
Martha & Edward Yassa 
Ralph & Lucia Borgia 

Rose & Denis Sweeney 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The season of Advent is a 4-week period 

of waiting and preparing for the feast of 

Christmas. During the Season of Advent, 

one of the beautiful signs we have in our 

church is the Advent Wreath. The 

wreath, which has 4 candles, is placed in 

the church and each week a candle is lit 

to remind us of our waiting and  

preparing for the birth of Christ.  

On Saturday, December 5, 2020, the 9:00am 
Mass will be an Anointing Mass.  All those who 

wish to receive the Sacrament of the Sick are 
asked to   participate in this Mass.  All are invited 
to join us in prayer as we remember to pray for all 

those who are in need of God’s healing power.   

 



Welcome to Our Church 
 

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.  
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the  

Rectory Office during regular business hours.  
There you can pick up a census card which can be 
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the 

Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download 
the census card on line.  Just check our website at: 

stfrancisofassisiastoria.org 
You will then begin to receive weekly  

offering envelopes. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic 
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers 

in worship and witnesses the Gospel        
message.  The parish values and welcomes 

each person’s gift of time, talent and       
treasure.  As a faith-filled community, we are 

committed to minister to the spiritual,        
educational and material needs of all people.      

 

Christmas Flower Envelopes  
 

You Christmas flower envelopes may be     re-
turned in any  collection.  Please be sure to write 

the name(s) legibly. The list of names will be 
placed in the bulletin.  

Thank you. 

Christmas Mass Remembrance 
 Envelopes  

 
can be returned in any collection. Please mark the 

envelope with the name(s) of those you want     
remembered, living or deceased, in the Christmas 

Novena of Masses. Those envelopes will be placed 

on the altar for the  novena of masses. 

 
PARISH CHRISTMAS TREE  

LIGHTING 
 

 
Saturday, December 12th after the 5:00 PM 

Mass, join us as we light the Parish  
Christmas Tree. This year our tree will be 
lighted by John Ketcham. John is involved 
in so many aspects of our parish. He is a 
graduate of our school. He teaches in our 

Religious Education Program. He has  
received a number of distinguished awards 
for all his efforts. He was the President of 

our Parish Council and a Past Grand 
Knight for our Knights of Columbus 

Council. He was a sacristan for many years 
and continues to help out when needed. 

We are truly blessed with his presence in 
our parish and grateful for all he does.  

 
 

Please join us for this festive celebration 
on the “Great Lawn”. 







 

Advent Giving Tree 
 

The Giving Tree is an opportunity for us as parish family to share 
our blessing at Christmas with those less fortunate.  

 

Please take an ornament and purchase the gift requested or       
purchase a Gift Card and attach the ornament to the unwrapped 

present or Gift Card.  
 

Place the gift under the Giving Tree before or after any of the 
masses.  If you purchased a Gift Card, please drop in the the    

basket marked Giving Tree Gifts.   
 

Thank you for your support in this wonderful program.  
 

All Gifts should be returned by Sunday, December 20th.  

 

Once again, during this Advent season, 
we will be collecting either new gifts or 
Gift Cards for those in need. Over the 
years, we have reached out and helped 

so many to have a wonderful       
Christmas. 

  
The ornaments are; Red Gingerbread 

Men, Yellow Angels, Pink Trees,  
Orange Stars, and Purple Gift Boxes.  

 
Ornaments on the Giving Tree are 
specifically COLOR CODED for a 

particular organization. The  
ornament must be taped on the gift 
so that we know which organization 

the gifts are for.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can take part in decorating St. Francis of Assisi Church by  
memorializing a Christmas wreath during the Christmas season. 

 
Wreaths will adorn the walls inside of the church and the fences outside that 

surround the Church. 
 

Small messages of dedication will be attached to each wreath. 
ie:  In loving memory of Jane Doe 

 
Donations required to memorialize a wreath: 

 
Outdoor Christmas Wreath:      $60 

 
Indoor Christmas Wreath:         $75 

 
 

Payments should be submitted to the rectory by December 11, 2020 


