The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Today’s Readings

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

October 3 –The Twenty-Seventh
Sunday in Ordinary Time
For the People of St. Francis
Dee Bun Heng
Carmela Messina
Dora D’Angelo
Jasip Jurasoc
Frank Sablich
Mario Iele

The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Genesis 2:18-24
Hebrews 2:9-11
Mark 10:2-16

Readings for the Week

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

October 4 -Saint Francis of Assisi
91st Anniversary Mass

MONDAY:

Jonah 1:1-2:2, 11
Luke 10:25-37

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

October 5 - Weekday
Viola Herbst

TUESDAY:

Jonah 3:1-10
Luke 10:38-42

WEDNESDAY, October 6 - Our Lady of the Rosary
9:00 A.M.
Vincenza Parisi

WEDNESDAY:

Jonah 4:1-11
Luke 11:1-4

THURSDAY, October 7 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Viola Herbst

THURSDAY:

Malachi 3:13-20b
Luke 11:5-13

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

FRIDAY:

Joel 1:13-15,; 2:1-2
Luke 11:15-26

SATURDAY:

Joel 4:12-21
Luke 11 27-28

October 8 - Weekday
Lina Valenti

SATURDAY, October 9 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
Martin Hale
Roseann Hale
Bruna Passaro
Martha P. Calado
5:00 P.M.

For the People of St. Francis

SUNDAY,

October 10 – The Twenty– Eighth
Sunday in Ordinary Time
Holy Name
Patricia Hili
Fernando Sabounghi
Steve Fulop
Mario Iele
Vincenzo Vaccaro

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 7:7-11
Hebrews 4:12-13
Mark 10:17-30

My Dear Parishioners,
Today’s Gospel is a good one for all married couples, for all who are preparing for marriage, for all
who might enter into marriage one day, and for all of us who care about married couples. It behooves
us to take a good look. The Pharisees use the question of marriage and divorce in another attempt to
test and trap Jesus. Jesus turns their question into a teaching that allows all of us to ponder the real
purpose of marriage.
In responding to the Pharisees, Jesus referred them, and us, to the Book of Genesis, when he says:
From the beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, no human being must separate.
Marriage was instituted by God to contribute good to the world. The unity of husband and wife
becoming one flesh gives us a glimpse of the unity within the Holy Trinity, the perfect love and
unity of three Divine persons in one God. Also, it is a reflection of the love God has for us. Since
God created him man and woman, their mutual love becomes an image of the absolute and unfailing
love with which God loves man (CCC 1604).
The good news of the Gospel is that Jesus has come into the world to reconcile us to God and to one
another. By coming to restore the original order of creation disturbed by sin, he himself gives the
strength and grace to live marriage in the new dimension of the Reign of God. It is by following
Christ, renouncing themselves, and taking up their crosses that spouses will be able to receive the
original meaning of marriage and live it with the help of Christ. This grace of Christian marriage is
a fruit of Christ’s cross, the source of all Christian life (CCC 1616).
As the people of God, we should not be swayed by how society or others think of marriage, and
rediscover how our faith understands marriage. Marriage is a vocation, a sacrament, a calling to life
and love between husband and wife. It means following the way of selfless love that Jesus embraced
on the Cross. The best place for a marriage to begin is before the altar in church, where we see
Christ’s love poured out for us in his Body and Blood. This is where a couple at their wedding can
begin to give themselves to each other the way Christ gives himself for us.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

Welcome New Parishioners
We welcome those who registered in our parish during
the month of September 2021.

George & Vania Damiris
Oscar & Rachel Velasco
Bernadette Fletcher

Baptisms
We welcome those who were Baptized during the
month of September 2021.

Pietro Rappa
Olivia Isabelle Dungca
Kiera James Blockey
Graziella Rose Tomasello
Marco Christopher DiMare
Micaela Teresa Vaccaro

Marriages
Congratulations to those who were married in our Parish
in the month of September 2021.

Christopher Ocampo & Kristina Reiss
Pablo Chavez & Samantha

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the month of September 2021.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Bruna Passaro
Paola Acquista
Mario Iele
Domenico Acierno
Van Tran
Louise J. Mastromarco
Thomas Costa
Martha Calado
Mary Mahoney

THANK YOU and WELCOME
Pope Francis has approved a new three-stage
process for the next gathering of the Synod of
Bishops; this process continues his efforts to reform
the Catholic Church in accordance with the teachings of the Second Vatican Council. His aim is to
involve the whole church at diocesan, national and
continental levels through a process of “listening
and discernment” on the important theme of
synodality: “For a synodal Church: communion,
participation, and mission.” Pope Francis declared
that the synod will open in the Vatican and in every
diocese throughout the Catholic world in October
2021. It will begin with a “diocesan
phase” (October 2021 until April 2022) and then
move to a “continental phase” (September 2022
through March 2023) before concluding in “the
universal church phase” at the Vatican with the
synod of bishops in October 2023.
The purpose of the diocesan phase is “to consult
the people of God, so that the synodal process may
be carried out by listening to all the baptized,” who,
as the Second Vatican Council said, “cannot err in
matters of belief.” Bishop DiMarzio has appointed
Very Rev. Joseph R. Gibino and Sr. Maryann Seaton Lopiccolo as the contact person for the Diocese.
He will work with a committee appointed by
Bishop DiMarzio, the Diocesan Pastoral Council,
and representatives from each parish and their
pastors for the diocesan consultation that will also
serve as the link with the regional bishops’
conference. The USCCB has appointed Richard
Coll, Executive Director for Justice, Peace, and
Integral Human Development of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops as the contact
person to work with the dioceses and with the
general secretariat in Rome.
Bishop DiMarzio will formally begin the
consultation process here in the Diocese of
Brooklyn on October 9, 2021, at a special
Eucharistic celebration to be held at St. Joseph
Co-Cathedral. Please pray for this important work
and for the success of the Synod.

Thank you to Bishop DiMarzio as the Holy Father
accepts his resignation. We are grateful for all he
did in our Diocese over these past 18 years. We pray
that the Lord will continue to bless him in his
retirement.
We welcome Bishop Robert Brennan as the 8th
Bishop of Brooklyn. We assure him of our prayers
as he shepherds the people of Brooklyn and Queens.
Bishop Brennan is no stranger to St. Francis of
Assisi. He was here a few years ago to administer
the Sacrament of Confirmation to our young people.
We look forward to him visiting our parish in the
near future.

Blessing of the Animals
On Sunday, October 3, at 1:30pm
we will have the
Blessing of the Animals
in honor of
Saint Francis of Assisi.
All are invited to bring their pets for this
blessing. This will take place in the
school yard for all those who are
interested.

Monday, October 4th, we celebrate
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi and
the 91st Anniversary of our Parish.
All are invited to join us at the
9:00am Mass as we celebrate and
give thanks for 91 years of service to
the people.

Fr. Peter Hesse will be returning home
to Ghana on October 5th. We thank him
for his service to our parish this past
summer. We assure him of our prayers
for his ministry in Ghana.

On Sunday, October 10th, the 8:00am Mass
is the Holy Name Mass. The mission of the
Holy Name Society is to promote devotion
and reverence for the Holy Name of God
and Jesus. What better way than to
participate in the Holy Name Monthly Mass.
All are invited to join in this celebration.

Memorials for the Week of
October 3, 2021
ALTAR BREAD
In Loving Memory of
Domenico Acierno
Requested by:

The Castillo Family &
Teresa Tarondo

The 2022 Mass Intention Book is Now Open
Cannon Law only permits one name per Mass. We can
accommodate you by listing the family name,
(i.e.The Jones Family).
NO Masses will be taken over the phone and no lists will
be accepted to be picked up later.

ALTAR WINE
In Loving Memory of
Domenico Acierno

All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp and
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00

The Castillo Family &
Teresa Tarondo

Also, please wear a mask when entering the Rectory. I
thank you in advance for your
cooperation and understanding.

Requested by:

Monday, October 4, 2021
The Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi
The patron saint of Italy, Francis of Assisi was a poor little man who astounded and inspired the Church by
taking the gospel literally—not in a narrow fundamentalist sense, but by actually following all that Jesus said
and did, joyfully, without limit, and without a sense of self-importance.
Serious illness brought the young Francis to see the emptiness of his frolicking life as leader of Assisi’s youth.
Prayer—lengthy and difficult—led him to a self-emptying like that of Christ, climaxed by embracing a leper
he met on the road. It symbolized his complete obedience to what he had heard in prayer: “Francis! Everything you have loved and desired in the flesh it is your duty to despise and hate, if you wish to know my will.
And when you have begun this, all that now seems sweet and lovely to you will become intolerable and bitter,
but all that you used to avoid will turn itself to great sweetness and exceeding joy.” From the cross in the
neglected field-chapel of San Damiano, Christ told him, “Francis, go out and build up my house, for it is
nearly falling down.” Francis became the totally poor and humble workman.
He must have suspected a deeper meaning to “build up my house.” But he would have been content to be for
the rest of his life the poor “nothing” man actually putting brick on brick in abandoned chapels. He gave up all
his possessions, piling even his clothes before his earthly father—who was demanding restitution for Francis’
“gifts” to the poor—so that he would be totally free to say, “Our Father in heaven.” He was, for a time,
considered to be a religious fanatic, begging from door to door when he could not get money for his work,
evoking sadness or disgust to the hearts of his former friends, ridicule from the unthinking.
But genuineness will tell. A few people began to realize that this man was actually trying to be Christian. He
really believed what Jesus said: “Announce the kingdom! Possess no gold or silver or copper in your purses,
no traveling bag, no sandals, no staff” (Luke 9:1-3).
Francis’ first rule for his followers was a collection of texts from the Gospels. He had no intention of founding
an order, but once it began he protected it and accepted all the legal structures needed to support it. His
devotion and loyalty to the Church were absolute and highly exemplary at a time when various movements of
reform tended to break the Church’s unity. Francis was torn between a life devoted entirely to prayer and a
life of active preaching of the Good News. He decided in favor of the latter, but always returned to solitude
when he could. He wanted to be a missionary in Syria or in Africa, but was prevented by shipwreck and
illness in both cases. He did try to convert the sultan of Egypt during the Fifth Crusade.
During the last years of his relatively short life, he died at 44, Francis was half blind and seriously ill. Two
years before his death he received the stigmata, the real and painful wounds of Christ in his hands, feet and
side. On his deathbed, Francis said over and over again the last addition to his Canticle of the Sun, “Be
praised, O Lord, for our Sister Death.” He sang Psalm 141, and at the end asked his superior’s permission to
have his clothes removed when the last hour came in order that he could expire lying naked on the earth, in
imitation of his Lord.

Thursday, October 7, 2021
The Feast of
Our Lady of the Rosary
Saint Pius V established this feast in 1573. The purpose was to thank God for the victory of Christians over
the Turks at Lepanto—a victory attributed to the praying of the rosary. Clement XI extended the feast to the
universal Church in 1716.
The development of the rosary has a long history. First a practice developed of praying 150 Our Fathers in
imitation of the 150 Psalms. Then there was a parallel practice of praying 150 Hail Marys. Soon a mystery of
Jesus’ life was attached to each Hail Mary. Though Mary’s giving of the rosary to Saint Dominic is
recognized as a legend, the development of this prayer form owes much to the followers of Saint Dominic.
One of them, Alan de la Roche, was known as “the apostle of the rosary.” He founded the first Confraternity
of the Rosary in the 15th century. In the 16th century, the rosary was developed to its present form—with the
15 mysteries: joyful, sorrowful and glorious. In 2002, Pope John Paul II added the five Mysteries of Light to
this devotion.
The purpose of the rosary is to help us meditate on the great mysteries of our salvation. Pius XII called it a
compendium of the gospel. The main focus is on Jesus—his birth, life, death, and resurrection. The Our
Fathers remind us that Jesus’ Father is the initiator of salvation. The Hail Marys remind us to join with Mary
in contemplating these mysteries. They also make us aware that Mary was and is intimately joined with her
Son in all the mysteries of his earthly and heavenly existence. The Glory Bes remind us that the purpose of all
life is the glory of the Trinity. The rosary appeals to many. It is simple. The constant repetition of words helps
create an atmosphere in which to contemplate the mysteries of God. We sense that Jesus and Mary are with us
in the joys and sorrows of life. We grow in hope that God will bring us to share in the glory of Jesus and Mary
forever.

O Virgin Mary, grant that the recitation of thy Rosary may be for me each
day, in the midst of my manifold duties, a bond of unity in my actions, a
tribute of filial piety, a sweet refreshment, an encouragement
to walk joyfully along the path of duty.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,
Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss,
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Theresa Unter, Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to
you seat in silence and use this special
time for prayer and thanksgiving.
Reflect that you have received the Body
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe
a prayerful silence.

Please be mindful that there
are people who come to
church early in order to pray.
Please show
respect by observing silence.
The Twenty-Seventh
Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 3, 2021
“We see Jesus crowned with
glory and honor”

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.

Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:
We are called to love God by being
good neighbors.

In Jesus’ response to the scholar of the law, He
changes the nature of the question from who
deserves our care to who we are called to be. We
are called to respond to God’s love by loving our
neighbor. No matter our state or place in life, we
are to be good neighbors by showing compassion
for others, even those who do us wrong.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You
have the words of everlasting life"
John 6:63,68
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

Join us on Thursday, October7 at 7:308:50pm in the St. Joseph room in the rectory
basement. The Gospel readings and study will
be conducted using the Little Rock Scripture
Study program. Study booklets will be

provided. The study this week is
Matthew 2-3.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information,
please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call
the rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to
leave your name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Welcome to Our Church
If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic
community that is centered in Jesus, gathers
in worship and witnesses the Gospel message.
The parish values and welcomes each
person’s gift of time, talent and treasure. As
a faith-filled community, we are committed to
minister to the spiritual, educational and

APPRECIATION
GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME.
I wish to sincerely thank the parish
and academy families
of St. Francis of Assisi for your
tremendous love and appreciation
for my ministry during the six years
that we journeyed in faith.
I am incredibly grateful for the
opportunity to minister with you
and build a community of faith, hope,
and love.
Thanks for your encouragement and
affirmation, which spurred me
on to serve. Your generosity
individually and as a community
was above and beyond, and for that,
I am grateful.
Please keep me in your prayers and
be assured of my prayers for
you and your families.
Very Rev. Francis K. Asagba
St. Bonaventure Rectory
114-58 170 th Street
Jamaica, NY, 11434

Religious Education classes on Sunday mornings have
begun. If your child or grandchild is in public school
they should be registered for Religious instructions. It is
essential for their spiritual growth to receive Religious
instructions in our Catholic Faith.
If your child/grandchild has not received First Penance,
Holy Communion or Confirmation, they need to be
registered for classes. It is important that parents along
with teachers teach the children about our Catholic
Faith and help them to understand what it means to be
a Christian and what Jesus expects from us as His
disciples.
Today more than ever our Faith should be a stronghold
in our lives as we face the challenges of life. Christ must
be the center of our lives in a society where so many
things distract us from our commitment to follow Jesus.
If your child/grandchild is not registered, you can come
to the school Sunday mornings and register her/him for
classes.
Children are expected to attend 9:30am Mass and then
to proceed to the front of school to enter for class.
Dismissal will take place from the front of school on
46th Street for the safety of the children and parents at
12 noon.

If you are someone who was baptized Catholic
as a child, but has not celebrated the Sacraments
of Eucharist and/or Confirmation, then RCIA
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is what
you are looking for.
For information please contact our
Director of Faith Formation, Anthony Perrelli at
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org.
OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM to 3:00PM
or by appointment
(718) 278.0259 or dre@sfaacademy.org

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Sunday Collections 9/25-9/26

$4,589.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

16TH ANNUAL FALL RAFFLE
The drawing for the 16th Annual Fall
Raffle will take place on
Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 1:30pm
in the Church.
Thank you all for your continued
support.

50/50 Winners

September 2021

First Prize
Mr. & Mrs. Terence Sweeney
Second Prize
Mr. Cesar Hernandez
Third Prize
Barry Ferguson
Congratulations!
THANK YOU to all who have donated to
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate
your generosity. As of this time we have
$36,973.00 pledged and $29,826.66 paid
towards our goal of $41,679.00.
If you have not donated to the appeal as of
this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a
donation to help us achieve our goal.
Envelopes are available in Church or you
may stop at the rectory.
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal
for our Religious Education Program and a
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help
us reach our goal since we do benefit from
the appeal.

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL
2021 Fall Open House

RSVP required on line at
www.holycrosshs.org/RSVP

Sunday, October 17, 2021
12:00pm to 4:00pm
For more information, please contact
Mrs. Andrea Aloi (718) 886-7250 x524
Email:admission@holycrosshs.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

October 3-October 9

October 10-October 16

Sunday, October 3

Sunday, October 10

Monday, October 4

Monday, October 11

9:30am—Children’s Liturgy
10:40-12noon—CCD

9:30am—Children’s Liturgy
10:40-12noon—CCD

9:00am Mass in celebration of the feast
day of Saint Francis of Assisi

Columbus Day—School & Rectory Office
Closed

Tuesday, October 5

Tuesday, October 12

6:30pm AA Meeting

6:30pm AA Meeting
8:00pm Knights of Columbus

Wednesday, October 6

Wednesday, October 13

7:00pm—Bereavement Group

7:00pm—Bereavement Group
7:00pm—Baptism Class

Thursday, October 7

Thursday, October 14

10-11:30am Legion of Mary
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting
7:30pm Scripture Study

10-11:30am Legion of Mary
7:00pm I.A.C.A. Meeting
7:30pm Scripture Study

Friday, October 8

Friday, October 15

Saturday, October 9

Saturday, October 16

12-3:30pm Golden Age MCH
7:00pm Adult Choir in Church

5:00-7:30pm—Youth Group Meeting—MCH

