The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

November 14 – Thirty-Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Holy Name
Deceased Members of the Knights of
Columbus—Council 309
Garry Mele
Serafina Cicolini
Giuseppe Ruffini
Antonio Bruno
Maria Dimilta
Salvatore Sferrazza
Mario Iele
Andrea Gambino
Giuseppe Saracini
Jean Leone

Today’s Readings
The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Daniel 12:1-3
Hebrews 10:1-14, 18
Mark 13:24-32

Readings for the Week
MONDAY:

1 Maccabees 1:10-15, 41-43,
54-57, 62-63
Luke 18:35-43

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

November 15 – Weekday
Concetta Gandolfo

TUESDAY:

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

November 16 - Weekday
Theresa M. Knesich

2 Maccabees 6:18-31
Luke 19: 1-10

WEDNESDAY:

WEDNESDAY, November 17 - St. Elizabeth of
Hungary
9:00 A.M.
Marie Salamone

2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31
Luke 19:11-28

THURSDAY:

1 Maccabees 3:15-29
Luke 19:41-44

THURSDAY, November 18 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Joseph Salamone

FRIDAY:

1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59
Luke 19:45-48

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

SATURDAY:

1 Maccabees 6:1-13
Luke 20:27-40

November 19 - Weekday
Camillo Carulllo

SATURDAY, November 20 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
The Trentacosti Family
Kasha Minchinski
The Hovanec Family
5:00 P.M.

Denis Sweeney

SUNDAY,

November 21 - Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe
Joseph Cseri
Anthony Mizzi
For the People of St. Francis
Giuseppe Saracini
Maria Dimilta
Salvatore Sferrazza
Mario Iele
Ausilia Iele
Carmela Lopolito
Maria Perinuzzi
The Macchia Family
The Benedetto Family

8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Daniel 7:13-14
Revelation 1:5-8
John 18:33b-37

My Dear Parishioners,
If we were to hold onto the picture we are given in today’s Gospel- a darkened sun, a moon without lights,
stars falling from the sky-it would seem quite depressing. Unfortunately, that is what life can be like at times
for some one. Maybe someone you live with or encounter every day is feeling like the powers in the heavens
are shaking. We feel this way sometimes when life turns upside down. Perhaps a loved one is sick or we are
going through a divorce or facing unemployment or we simply do not know how we are going to pay that pile
of bills. I’m sure we can make a list as long as our arm. Yes, sometimes, it seems that the moon is without
light.
We should take care, though, when we are reading Scripture, to read it fully. If we do, we begin to notice that
the picture does not stop in the gloom. We would never stop on Good Friday, at the death of Jesus, would
we? Good Friday only makes sense because there is Easter Sunday and the Resurrection. What we often call
“the light at the end of the tunnel” is really the hope of God’s grace that comes through the darkness. When
we are reflecting on Scripture, as in today’s Gospel, the complete picture comes in the description of the
coming “of the Son of Man with great power and glory”. God’s last word is not one of despair. God has the
power to bring light to any situation.
This light, or hope, is also what we hear in today’s second reading. The Letter to the Hebrews reminds us that
the one, perfect sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross has reconciled us to the Father and won for us forgiveness of
sin. It is also through and in Christ that we are consecrated and made holy, enabling us to better recognize the
power of God at work in our lives and in the world. Thus, just as those sprouts on the fig tree indicate
summer is coming, we can know that God is with us, and loving us, by observing what is happening around
us. For instance, whenever neighbors love or forgive or offer compassion or generosity, we have signs that
God is at work in our midst. Any desire we have to do good or to love others is actually from God, because
God, who is love, created us in his image and planted the desire to love in our hearts. Understanding this,
then, we can have confidence that those observable signs point to God being ever-present in the world around
us.
These messages of hope and love can sustain us, no matter what we are going through. We can have faith that
there is always hope. We do not ever want to stop in the middle of the story, where the sun seems to be dark
or the stars appear to be falling. That is not what Jesus teaches us in the Gospels. He tells us that God will
never leave or forsake us. We need not fear the hardships we will face in life, for God will provide us with
the strength and grace to cope with whatever life brings our way. And, if we are willing to cooperate with
God’s grace and rely on his help to persevere through times of trial, God can and will bring good out of
difficulties we experience. Remembering and doing these things can firmly ground our lives in hope and
make us a Resurrection people, as we trust that God brings good from bad and life from death. And
remember, there are always signs of God’s love around us. Look for them!

All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You
have the words of everlasting life"
John 6:63,68
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

Join us on Thursday, November 18th at 7:308:50pm in the St. Joseph room in the rectory
basement. The Gospel readings and study will
be conducted using the Little Rock Scripture
Study program. Study booklets will be

provided. The study this week is Lesson 7,
Matthew 20-22.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information,
please contact us through our
email at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call
the rectory at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to
leave your name and contact information.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.
What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.
Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

Welcome to Our Church
Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

If you wish to register as a parishioner of St.
Francis of Assisi Church, please stop by the
Rectory Office during regular business hours.
There you can pick up a census card which can be
filled out at that time or returned by mail or in the
Sunday Collection Basket. You can even download
the census card on line. Just check our website at:
stfrancisofassisiastoria.org
You will then begin to receive weekly
offering envelopes.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,
Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss,
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to
you seat in silence and use this special
time for prayer and thanksgiving.
Reflect that you have received the Body
and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Jesus is with you. Please observe
a prayerful silence.

Please be mindful that there
are people who come to
church early in order to pray.
Please show
respect by observing silence.
The Thirty-Third
Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 14, 2021
“Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will
not pass away.”

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.

Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at
(718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org

FOCUS:
We are destined to live with God forever,
to have the fullness of joys in (his) presence.

The Lord is our inheritance, says today’s psalm.
He will show us the path to life and the fullness of
joys in (his) presence. But we know not when
that time will come—for each one of us
individually, and for the world. So vigilance is
the order of the day; preparing ourselves and the
world for the great prince of whom Daniel
speaks—the coming of the Son of Man who has
taken away our sins.

SYNOD MEETING

Pope Francis has approved a new three-stage
process for the next gathering of the Synod of
Bishops; this process continues his efforts to reform
the Catholic Church in accordance with the
teachings of the Second Vatican Council. His aim is
to involve the whole church at diocesan, national
and continental levels through a process of
“listening and discernment” on the important theme
of synodality: “For a synodal Church: communion,
participation, and mission.” Pope Francis declared
that the synod will open in the Vatican and in every
diocese throughout the Catholic world in October
2021. It will begin with a “diocesan
phase” (October 2021 until April 2022) and then
move to a “continental phase” (September 2022
through March 2023) before concluding in “the
universal church phase” at the Vatican with the
synod of bishops in October 2023.
The purpose of the diocesan phase is “to consult
the people of God, so that the synodal process may
be carried out by listening to all the baptized,” who,
as the Second Vatican Council said, “cannot err in
matters of belief.” Bishop DiMarzio has appointed
Very Rev. Joseph R. Gibino and Sr. Maryann
Seaton Lopiccolo as the contact person for the
Diocese. He will work with a committee appointed
by Bishop DiMarzio, the Diocesan Pastoral
Council, and representatives from each parish and
their pastors for the diocesan consultation that
will also serve as the link with the regional bishops’
conference. The USCCB has appointed Richard
Coll, Executive Director for Justice, Peace, and
Integral Human Development of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops as the contact
person to work with the dioceses and with the
general secretariat in Rome.
Please pray for this important work and for the
success of the Synod.

Monday, November 15th at 7:00pm in
Msgr. Campbell Hall we will have our
general parish meeting for the Synod. All
are invited to come and let your voice be
heard. The questions are in the bulletin
and I ask that you prayerfully reflect on
them in order for our meeting to be
productive. If you are unable to join us at
the meeting, please respond in writing
and place your reflections in an envelope
and mark it SYNOD and drop it in any
collection or in the rectory mailbox.

Thank you for your participation in
this important matter.

In her short life, Elizabeth manifested such great love for
the poor and suffering that she has become the patroness
of Catholic charities and of the Secular Franciscan Order.
The daughter of the King of Hungary, Elizabeth chose a
life of penance and asceticism when a life of leisure and
luxury could easily have been hers. This choice endeared
her in the hearts of the common people throughout
Europe. At the age of 14, Elizabeth was married to
Louis of Thuringia, whom she deeply loved. She bore
three children. Under the spiritual direction of a
Franciscan friar, she led a life of prayer, sacrifice, and
service to the poor and sick. Seeking to become one with
the poor, she wore simple clothing. Daily she would take
bread to hundreds of the poorest in the land who came to
her gate. After six years of marriage, her husband died
in the Crusades, and Elizabeth was grief-stricken. Her
husband’s family looked upon her as squandering the
royal purse, and mistreated her, finally throwing her out
of the palace. The return of her husband’s allies from the
Crusades resulted in her being reinstated, since her son
was legal heir to the throne. In 1228, Elizabeth joined
the Secular Franciscan Order, spending the remaining
few years of her life caring for the poor in a hospital
which she founded in honor of Saint Francis of Assisi.
Elizabeth’s health declined, and she died before her 24th
birthday in 1231. Her great popularity resulted in her
canonization four years later.

Questions for the Synod
1. The Journeying Companions
-Who do we envision the “Church” is and how do we share our faith in and out of our community?
2. Listening
-Do we feel heard by the Church and do we as a faith community need to listen better?
3. Speaking Out
-Do all feel free to communicate their feelings with those most involved in the Church? Why do Catholics feel
uncomfortable about speaking about their faith outside of their Church?
4. Celebrating
-How can the Church and its people be more inviting to those not celebrating the Mass and Holy Eucharist
with us?
5. Co-Responsible in the Mission
-Do we as a Church people foster communion and unity within our church amongst different cultural and economic backgrounds and within our larger communities with different denominations? Do we support the
Church and surrounding community?
6. Dialogue in Church and Society
-How does the Church and its people fit in with the whole of the greater society in which we live, culturally,
politically, civilly, and economically?
7. With the Other Christian Denominations
-How do we find in other Christian denominations a common purpose and vision that can bring our faith communities together?
8. Authority and Participation
-Who do we see as the person in charge of the parish church? The diocese? What is our role in keeping the
parish and diocese vibrant and full?
9. Discerning and Deciding
-How do we see ourselves as part of the decision making process on a parish level? On the Diocesan level?
10. Forming Ourselves in Synodality
-Does the Church offer us enough to help us grow in our baptismal call? Does the Church remind us to grow
in our faith continually?

St. Francis of Assisi Bereavement Support Group
will meet on Monday, November 15th at 7:00pm
in the meeting room located down the stairs in the
back of the Rectory at 21-17 45th Street.
This will be the last meeting of the Fall Session.
If you or someone you know are mourning the
death of a loved one and are having a hard tome
coping with daily events, you may find some
comfort by attending these sessions.
Please call the St. Francis Rectory office at
(718) 728-7801 if you wish to attend or you need

more information.

NEW CHURCH RAMP
The ramp on the side of the Church is in bad shape.
The wood has been replaced numerous times over
the years but it continues to split, crack and warp.
So we are getting a new ramp. The company
ArchTech will be doing the work. They hope to
start as soon as the materials come in. They will
remove the existing ramp and dispose. They will
make the ramp to code and extend the landing area
near the side door into Church and relocate the
steps. Also they will install PVC material planks,
balusters and trim all in brown and anchor invisible
screws from underneath.
I’m told they will set up a temporary ramp to be
used during the construction of the new ramp.
Thank you to those who have generously donated
toward our new ramp.

Christmas is just around the corner.
Angie Spampinato, who prepares the pageant for
Christmas Eve is looking for
volunteers to help organize, practice with the
children and produce this year’s event.
If you think this is something you would be
interested in doing, please call me at
(917) 841-5219
no later than November 15, 2021
Thank you

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING?
Then use your voice to praise the Lord!
Join the St. Francis of Assisi Choir.
We meet every Monday evening at 7:00pm
in the choir loft in church.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

The St. John’s University Speech and Hearing
Center will be offering
“Hearing Aid Help”
from September 15, 2021 through
December 9, 2021. This is a free service and is
available for anyone who has a hearing aid and may
be experiencing some
difficulty caring for it or using it.
The St. John’s University Speech and Hearing
Center will be offering
FREE speech and hearing screenings
from September 15, 2021 through
December 9, 2021. This service and is available for
anyone.
Please call the Center at
(718) 990-6480 to schedule an
appointment.
The Speech and Hearing Center is located at 152-11
Union Turnpike
Flushing, NY

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
The Collection/Donation
for the weekend:
Sunday Collections 11/6-11/7

$4,391.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

Next weekend, November 22nd and 23rd, the
second collection will be for
Human Development.
Thank you for your generosity and
many sacrifices.

Please Note
The I.A.C.A. Group that
meets on Thursday nights
has moved their meeting
to 6:00pm.
We will continue at this
time until further notice.

STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL

THANK YOU to all who have donated to
the Annual Catholic Appeal. I appreciate
your generosity. As of this time we have
$38,533.00 pledged and $33,602.32 paid
towards our goal of $41,679.00.
If you have not donated to the appeal as of
this time, I ask you to prayerfully consider a
donation to help us achieve our goal.
Envelopes are available in Church or you
may stop at the rectory.
Our parish receives a grant from the appeal
for our Religious Education Program and a
grant helps to defray the cost of the hospital
chaplain in our deanery. I ask that you help
us reach our goal since we do benefit from
the appeal.

Next weekend, November 20th and 21st,the
Bishop has asked us to have a Stewardship
Renewal Weekend. If you remember last year
we had an increased Offertory Program to help
us keep our parish programs, liturgy,
and catechesis vibrant.
I am grateful for all those who support our
parish with your weekly Offertory sacrifices. If
you were not able to increase your giving last
year, and now you are able, I will be most
appreciative. Please take one of the cards
available at the doors of the Church, fill it out
and return it to the rectory or in any collection.
Also, we ask you to give your email and phone
number in order for us to update our files. If
your information has not changed from last
year that’s fine. However, if your email or cell
number has changed, please take one of the
cards available at the doors of the Church, fill
out the information and drop it off at the
rectory or in any collection.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

November 14-November 20

November 21-November 27

Sunday, November 14
8:00am-Holy Name Mass
9:30am—Children’s Liturgy
10:40-12noon—CCD
10:40M—Confirmation Class-SCH

Monday, November 15

12:00-3:30pm Golden Age—MCH
3:00-3:45pm Childrens’ Choir—Church
7:00pm Adult Choir—Church
7:00pm—Bereavement Group

Tuesday, November 16
6:30pm AA Meeting

Wednesday, November 17
Thursday, November 18
10-11:30am-Legion of Mary—SFR
6:00pm I.A.C.A.– SFR
Thanksgiving Celebration
7:30pm –Scripture Study

Friday, November 19
Saturday, November 20

Sunday, November 21

9:30am—Pre-Communion Banner Mass
10:40-12noon—CCD
10:40M—Confirmation Class-SCH

Monday, November 22

12:00 Golden Age Mass
1:00-3:00pm Golden Age Meeting-MCH
3:00-3:45pm Childrens’ Choir—Church
7:00pm Adult Choir—Church

Tuesday, November 23
6:30pm AA Meeting

Wednesday, November 24
7:30pm Mass

Thursday, November 25

9:00am Mass of Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving—School & Rectory Office Closed

Friday, November 26
School Closed

Saturday, November 27

Advent Giving Trees
The Advent Giving Trees will be setup in the front
and back of church and decorated with colored Tags
the Saturday after Thanksgiving.
Each color Tag identifies the charity that will receive
the gifts.
Please tape the Tag to the unwrapped gift purchased
and place it under the Giving Tree
before or after any one of the Masses.

ALL GIFTS SHOULD BE RETURNED BY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19TH.

We thank you for always being so generous and helping.

