The Epiphany of the Lord

Mass Intention
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Today’s Readings
The Epiphany of the Lord

January 2 –The Epiphany of the Lord
For the people of St. Francis
Genevieve Alvarez
Mark Martin O’Neill
Mario Iele
Concetta Saraceni
Giustina Galante
Ido Zoppo
Rino Del Carro

Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

Readings for the Week

MONDAY,
9:00 A.M.

January 3 – The Holy Name of Jesus
Jennifer Ronacher

MONDAY:

1 John 3:22-4:6
Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25

TUESDAY,
9:00 A.M.

January 4– Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
Mary Mahony

TUESDAY:

1 John 4:7-10
Mark 6:34-44

WEDNESDAY, January 5-Saint John Neumann
9:00 A.M.
Edward Montell

WEDNESDAY:

THURSDAY, January 6 - Weekday
9:00 A.M.
Tan Hok

1 John 4:11-18
Mark 6:45-52

THURSDAY:

FRIDAY,
9:00 A.M.

1 John 4:19-5:4
Luke 4:14-22a

FRIDAY:

1 John 5:5-13
Luke 5:12-16

SATURDAY:

1 John 5:14-21
John 3:22-30

January 7 - Weekday
Mario Iele

SATURDAY, January 8 -The Solemnity of Mary
9:00 A.M.
Purgatorial Society
John Devane
Beverly D’Angelo
Servio Tulio Calverin
Mireya Calverin
Albert Boody
5:00 P.M.
For the People of St. Francis
SUNDAY,
8:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

January 9-The Baptism of the Lord
Holy Name Society
Spampinato Family
Carmela Lopilato
Ausilia Iele
Yolanda Palazzolo
Amadio Trentini
Rino Del Carro
Marino Viscovich
Diana Viscovich
Francesca Gino Mineo

The Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

My Dear Parishioners,
We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage. The
explanation of the Magi seems so simple and straightforward. But, like
most aspects of our salvation history, there is more to the story.
We do not know exactly where these men began their journey. We do not
know how long or how far they traveled, but we believe they were not
Jews or Romans. They came to pay homage to the King of the Jews. Why
would they make such a journey, bringing such extravagant gifts?
The Magi were believed to be astrologers who studied the sky and stars. If
the star was bright enough for them to follow, was it not visible in
Jerusalem, as well? Had nobody there noticed it and wondered about it?
They knew Scripture, and would have been familiar with the passage we
heard in today’s first reading. Certainly, they could have put together the
same explanation of a new Jewish King. But Herod, who was alert to any
threat against his reign, was, apparently, ignorant of the birth and its
implications.
The star was there for all to see. But only those who were open to its
meaning were blessed with seeing who and what it represented. The
account of the Magi helps us see that Jesus was born to be more than the
king of the Jews. He came to draw all people to himself and to redeem all
of humankind. The mission of Jesus has no political or geographic
boundaries, as we heard so in St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.
Today, let us thank God for all he has done to open the doors of heaven
for us. His love knows no boundaries. Let us do our part in announcing
that good news to those who have not yet seen the light. Let the love of
God shine in us and, like the star of Bethlehem, lead others to Jesus.
All God’s Blessings,
Msgr. Maresca

January 2, 2022
“Epiphany” means manifestation. And the “Epiphany of the Lord” is Jesus’ manifestation
not only to these three Magi from the East, but it’s also a symbolic but real manifestation
of the Christ to the whole world. These Magi, traveling from a foreign and non-Jewish
nation, reveal that Jesus came for all people and all are called to adore Him.
These Magi were “wise men” who studied the stars and were aware of the Jewish belief
that a Messiah was coming. They would have been versed in much of the wisdom of the
day and would have been intrigued by the Jewish belief in the Messiah. God used what
they were familiar with to call them to adore the Christ. He used a star. They understood
the stars and when they saw this new and unique star over Bethlehem they realized that
something special was happening. So the first lesson we take from this for our own lives
is that God will use what is familiar to us to call us to Himself. Look for the “star” that
God is using to call you. It’s closer than you may think.
A second thing to note is that the Magi fell prostrate before the Christ Child. They laid
their lives down before Him in complete surrender and adoration. They set a perfect
example for us. If these astrologers from a foreign land could come and adore Christ in
such a profound way, we must do the same. Perhaps you could try literally lying down
prostrate in prayer this day, in imitation of the Magi, or at least do so in your heart
through prayer. Adore Him with a complete surrender of your life.
Lastly, the Magi bring gold, frankincense, and myrrh. These three gifts, presented to our
Lord, show that they acknowledged this Child as the Divine King who would die to save
us from sin. Gold is for a King, frankincense is a burnt offering to God, and myrrh is used
for one who would die. Thus, their adoration is grounded in the truths of who this Child
is. If we are to adore Christ properly, we must also honor Him in this threefold way.
Reflect, today, upon these Magi and see them as a symbol of what you are called to
do. You are called from the foreign place of this world to seek out the Messiah. What is
God using to call you to Himself? When you discover Him, do not hesitate to
acknowledge the full truth of who He is, lying prostrate before Him in complete and
humble submission.

Welcome New Parishioners
We welcome those who registered in our parish during
the month of December 2021.

Carmela Machado
Thomas Ciangiola

Marriages
Congratulations to those who were married in our Parish
in the month of December 2021.

Steven Michael Monti & Michelle Deanna Tropeano

Purgatorials
The following names have been enrolled in our Purgatorial
Society for the month of December 2021. Please remember to
continue to pray for their families.

Senator Robert F. Dole

Recently Deceased
The following have passed away during the month of December 2021.
We continue to pray for the recently deceased members of our parish.

Barbara Mazowiecki
Marvin Leitner
Jeanne Cocoros
John Martucci
Joan Oswald

Parish Mission Statement
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Catholic community that is centered in Jesus, gathers in
worship and witnesses the Gospel message. The parish values and welcomes each
person’s gift of time, talent and treasure. As a faith-filled community, we are committed
to minister to the spiritual, educational and material needs of all people.

Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus
January 3, 2022

Tuesday, January 4, 2021
The Feast of
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton

Wednesday, January 5, 2021
The Feast of
Saint John Neumann

Elizabeth Ann Bayley was born in New York City
on August 28, 1774 to a prominent Episcopal family, and lost her mother at the age of three. In 1794,
at the age of 19, Elizabeth married William Magee
Seton, a wealthy businessman with whom she had
five children. William died of tuberculosis in 1803,
leaving Elizabeth a young widow. After discovering Catholicism in Italy, where her husband had
died, Elizabeth returned to the United States and
entered the Catholic Church in 1805 in New York.

Perhaps because the United States got a later start in
the history of the world, it has relatively few
canonized saints, but their number is increasing.

After a number of difficult years, Elizabeth moved
in 1809 to Emmitsburg, Maryland, where she
founded the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s, the
first community for religious women established in
the United States. She also began St. Joseph’s
Academy and Free School, planting the seeds of
Catholic education in the United States. Her legacy
now includes religious congregations in the United
States and Canada, whose members work on the
unmet needs of people living in poverty in North
America and beyond.
Mother Seton, as she is often called, was canonized
on Sunday, September 14, 1975 in St. Peter’s
Square by Pope Paul VI. She was the first citizen
born in the United States to be given the title of
“Saint.” Her remains are entombed in Emmitsburg
in the Basilica at the National Shrine that bears her
name.

Go to him with faith, love and confidence
- He will help. Fill yourself with his Spirit
and He himself will govern.
From Collected Writings Volume IIIb,
page 38

John Neumann was born in what is now the Czech
Republic. After studying in Prague, he came to New
York at 25 and was ordained a priest. He did
missionary work in New York until he was 29, when
he joined the Redemptorists and became its first
member to profess vows in the United States. He
continued missionary work in Maryland, Virginia
and Ohio, where he became popular with the
Germans. At 41, as bishop of Philadelphia, he
organized the parochial school system into a
diocesan one, increasing the number of pupils almost
twentyfold within a short time. Gifted with outstanding organizing ability, he drew into the city many
teaching communities of sisters and the Christian
Brothers. During his brief assignment as vice
provincial for the Redemptorists, he placed them in
the forefront of the parochial movement.
Well-known for his holiness and learning, spiritual
writing and preaching, on October 13, 1963, John
Neumann became the first American bishop to be
beatified. Canonized in 1977, he is buried in St. Peter
the Apostle Church in Philadelphia.
Neumann took seriously our Lord’s words, “Go and
teach all nations.” From Christ he received his
instructions and the power to carry them out. For
Christ does not give a mission without supplying the
means to accomplish it. The Father’s gift in Christ to
John Neumann was his exceptional organizing
ability, which he used to spread the Good News.

Remember in your prayers all those
in our parish who are sick, that they
may find health and comfort:
Ryan Pettit, Steven Joyce, Ana Balint,
John Wrenn, Rose Williams, George Behringer,
Augustin Cisneros, James Nunez, Vincent Wytak,
Carol Ross, Jeffrey Hyans, Marie LoVolpe,
Jessica St. Preux, Al Ciani, Alesha Moses,
Nancy McCaffrey, Christopher Wojtalik,
Marie Guerriero, Theresa Pacheco, William Goss,
Luke Pacheco, Vincenza Papa,
Jim Schneggenburger, Anthony Criscuolo,
John Ross, Samantha O’Sullivan, Marilyn Miller,
John Carmody, Rosario Duran,
Vivian Papa, Joel Steinmann, Anna Governali,
Antonio Postiglione, Mario Tamburello,
Christopher Araimo, Charles Principato,
Jim Kreitler, Humberto Cordova, John Schakir,
Margaret Culhane, Benedicto Randazzo,
Angelo Niakas, & Peter Lopez.
Also remember in your prayers all the

deceased of the Parish. Please remember to
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood,
religious life, diaconate, and married life.

RECEIVING
HOLY COMMUNION
After receiving Holy Communion, please
remember this is a special time with the
Lord. Do not be stopping to say hello or
wave to people in the pews. Return to you
seat in silence and use this special time for
prayer and thanksgiving. Reflect that you
have received the Body and Blood of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus is with
you. Please observe a prayerful silence.
Also, remember that after you have
received Holy Communion, step aside and
place the host in your mouth. Do Not walk
back to the pew with the host in your hand.
Again as you are on line to receive Holy
Communion, it is a time to think about who
you are receiving and thanking Jesus for
this wonderful gift of Himself in
the Eucharist.

Please be mindful that there are people
who come to church early in order to
pray. Please show
respect by observing silence.

The Feast pf
The Epiphany
January 2, 2022

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can
bring the Eucharist to home bound parishioners
using the usual safety precautions (masks, social
distancing) and if the parishioner and extraordinary
minister are comfortable doing so. The homebound
person should be equally comfortable in having the
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion visit
their home. If Extraordinary Ministers are willing,
please call Marybeth at the rectory to let her know.
Those who are home bound, if you wish Holy
Communion, please call the rectory and leave your
name, address, and phone number. A minister will
be in contact with you to make the necessary
arrangements. Please DO NOT contact a minister
on your own. If a minister was bringing Holy
Communion to you let Marybeth know that when
you call the rectory.

“Opening their treasure chests,
they offered Him gifts”
Consider a vocation as a priest,
deacon or in the consecrated life.
Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454 or
email:vocations@diobrook.org
FOCUS:
Lord, every nation on earth will adore You.
Today’s feast celebrates the revelation of the
Messiah to those outside the Hewish covenant.
The three Magi were among the first to recognize
Jesus as King, and Tradition holds that their
encounter transformed them from outsiders
(Gentiles) to faithful believers who proclaimed
this Good News. God desires salvation for the
whole world, and we are commissioned by our
baptism to bring others to encounter Christ, so that
they, too, might be transformed.

SFA SCRIPTURE STUDY
ALL ARE WELCOME
"Your words, Lord, are Spirit and Life; You have
the words of everlasting life"
John 6:63,68

Come and see … meet the members of our group as
we share the joys of the Gospel. The Gospel
readings and study will be conducted using the
Little Rock Scripture program.
Study booklets will be provided.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place before the 9:00AM Mass. The
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at
8:00AM each morning, Monday through
Saturday, giving parishioners an
opportunity for private prayer before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. At
8:30AM the rosary will be prayed by
parishioners before the Blessed
Sacrament. At 8:50AM the Blessed
Sacrament will be reposed before the
9:00AM Mass. Jesus calls us to
perseverance in prayer. “Pray without
ceasing.” “Watch and pray.” Eucharistic
adoration helps us discover the Real
Presence of Christ.

If you are interested in joining the study group
or would like further information, please contact us through our email

What a wonderful way to begin our day
praying before the Blessed Sacrament in
silence or praying the Holy Rosary.

Grow in Knowledge and Love of Scripture
All Are Welcome!

Please make every effort to take advantage
of this time with the Lord. We are living in
challenging times and we all need the
Lord to strengthen our faith and give us
the courage to live each day.

WISHING ALL OUR PARISH FAMILY AND
FRIENDS A HAPPY & HEALTHY NEW
YEAR

Join us on Thursday, January 13 at 7:30 8:50 pm in the St. Joseph room of the rectory.
An announcement will be made in the bulletin
for the next topic of study.

at sfascripturestudy@gmail.com or call the rectory
at (718) 728-7801. Please be sure to leave your
name and contact information.

The 2022 Mass Intention Book is Now Open
Cannon Law only permits one name per Mass. We can
accommodate you by listing the family name,
(i.e.The Jones Family).
NO Masses will be taken over the phone and no lists will
be accepted to be picked up later.
All Announced Masses are $15.00
Purgatorial Mass Cards are $30.00
Memorials (Altar Bread, Wine, Sanctuary Lamp and
Altar Candles) are $60.00
Altar Flowers are $75.00
Also, please wear a mask when entering the Rectory.
I thank you in advance for your
cooperation and understanding.

On Sunday, January 9th, the 8:00am Mass is
the Holy Name Mass. The mission of the
Holy Name Society is to promote devotion
and reverence for the Holy Name of God
and Jesus. What better way than to
participate in the Holy Name Monthly Mass.
All are invited to join in this celebration.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Weekly Offering
Thank you for your continued
generosity of giving each week. Your
weekly offering helps us pay our monthly bills.
Sunday Collection 12/18-12/19
My Christmas Gift to My Church

$5,010.00
$6,301.00

School parents must use church envelopes.

Ensuring the Future of Your Church
Saint Francis of Assisi Parish relies on your
goodness and generosity to ensure that the
ministry of Jesus continues here in Astoria. A
charitable bequest is an excellent way to create a
lasting memorial. Many of our parishioners use
their wills or living trusts to make their most
generous gifts. Please remember us when you

create yours.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
I received word on Monday, December 20th that
we reached our goal for the Annual Catholic
Appeal. We pledged $41,933.00 and paid
$39,163.00 towards our goal of $41,679.00.
This could only have been accomplished by the
generosity of our parishioners and the many
prayers for the success of this appeal.
Please know I am so appreciative of all your
support.
CONGRATULATIONS to each of you. Please
be assured of my prayers for each of you.
Msgr. Maresca

Diocesan
Mission
Next weekend, January 8th and 9th , the
second collection will be for the Diocesan
Mission. Please be as generous as your
means allow.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

January 2 - January 8

January 9 - January 15

Sunday, January 2
No Children’s Liturgy
No CCD

Monday, January 3

12:00-3:30pm-Golden Age Meeting-MCH

Tuesday, January 4

Sunday, January 9
8:00am Holy Name Mass
9:30am-Pre-Confirmation Mass
9:30am-Children’s Liturgy
10:40-12noon CCD-SCH
10:40-Confirmation Class-SCH

Monday, January 10

6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR
8:00pm Knights of Columbus Meeting-SFR

12:00-3:30pm-Golden Age Meeting-MCH

Wednesday, January 5

6:30—7:30pm AA Meeting-SFR
8:00pm Knights of Columbus Meeting-SFR

Thursday, January 6

10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR

Friday, January 7

FIRST FRIDAY—9:00am School Mass

Saturday, January 8

6:00—7:30pm Youth Group Meeting—MCH

Tuesday, January 11

Wednesday, January 12
7:00pm Baptism Class

Thursday, January 13
10:00-11:30am-Legion of Mary-SFR
6:00pm-I.A.C.A.-SFR
7:30pm Scripture Study-SJoR

Friday, January 14
Saturday, January 15

